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In  tbe  Coloured  Supplement. 

Coming  Events.  Poisonings. 
Festivities.  Trade-marks. 
Patents.  Wills. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN 

TiuMHess  is  well  worth  cultivating.  It  is  the  mainstay  of 
"the  manufacturer  when  things  are  slack  at  Home,  and  it 
is  always  profitable.  In  the  drug-trado  advertisers  look 
forward  to  our  annual 

ISSUE 

published  with  a  special  eye  to  extending  the  sale  of  drug- 
gists' goods  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies  and 
in  foreign  countries.    This  year  the  particular  number 

OF  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 

specially  devoted  to  buyers  overseas  is  well  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  Publisher  is  busy  allotting  space,  for  the 
publication  date  is 

April  26,  1913. 

Have  you  given  your  instructions  for  an  advertisement? 
If  not,  send  for  details  of  space,  etc.,  at  disposal.  The 
•address  is —  '" 

42  Cannon  Street, 

London,  E.C. 


SUMMARY. 

Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue 


Articles  and  Communications. 

Some  instructive  dispensing  notes  will  be  found  on  p.  65. 

Another  mixture  of  salts  for  qualitative  analysis  is  offered 
to  students  (p.  35). 

Observations  by  Mr.  S.  Kutnow  and  other  specialists  on 
substitution  are  reported  on  p.  59. 

The  Petroleum  Committee  proposes  restrictions  on  the 
use  of  petroleum  spirit  as  a  hair-wash  (p.  50). 

The  report  of  the  International  Exhibitions  Commis- 
sioners shows  that  on  the  whole  the  exhibitors  are  satisfied 
with  the  results  attained  at  Brussels  and  Turin  (p.  51). 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  follow  up  our  recent  article 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  celluloid  legislation,  and  invite 
London  chemists  to  co-operate  with  them  in  opposing  the 
measuro  (p.  62). 

Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas,  a  member  of  the  B.P.  Committee  of 
Reference  in  Pharmacy,  communicates  the  results  of  his 
correspondence  with  Colonial  pharmacists  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  formulas  for  official  ointments. 
The  results  are  most  interesting  (pp.  34-35). 

National  Health  Insurance. 

This  section  begins  this  week  with  the  latest  report  on 
the  German  system  (p.  54). 

A  Midland  chemist  suggests  as  an  alternative  to  the  tariff 
methods  of  pricing  prescriptions  which  he  considers  would 
work  more  easily  (p.  64). 

A  correspondent  in  Germany  says  that  our  drug-tariff  is 
disappointing,  and  he  gives  a  contrast  of  British,  German, 
and  Italian  prices  to  justify  his  attitude  (p.  63). 

In  a  "  Retrospection  "  article  we  show  how  the  General 
Medical  Council  co-operated  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  providing  that  Insuranco  dispensing  should 
be  done  by  qualified  pharmacists,  and  indicate  that  this 
should  not  be  forgotten  during  the  present  inquiry.  We 
also  recall  the  seven  pharmaceutical  principles  formulated 
by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  July  1911,  showing  that  they  have  been 
secured,  and  suggest  that  these  predicate  progress  in  the 
future  (p.  48). 

News  of  the  Week. 


Mr.  Samuel  Lambert,  a  well-known  Mincing  Lane  drug- 
merchant,  died  on  Sunday  (p.  43). 

A  curious  Pharmacy  Act  case  arising  from  an  Insurance 
dispensing  arrangement  is  reported  on  p.  41. 

The  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines  has  been  re- 
appointed by  the  House  of  Commons  (p.  52). 

Besides  the  contracts  on  pp.  45-47,  we  give  on  p.  37  results 
of  medicine  and  surgical-appliance  tenders  to  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland. 

The  proposals  for  the  scheduling  of  hypnotics  have  been 
approved  by  the  Privv  Council,  and  will  come  into  force  on 
April  14  (p'.  42  and  p'.  51). 

Statistics  in  regard  to  the  Imports  and  exports  of  opium 
and  morphia  have  been  given  in  reply  to  a  Parliamentary 
question  by  Sir  J.  D.  Rees  (p.  53). 

Reports  from  Chemists'  Associations  throughout  the 
country  begin  to  indicate  that  the  winter  session  is  coming- 
to  an  end.  In  the  business  of  the  meetings  Insurance  dis- 
pensing still  predominates.    See  p.  55  and  p.  57. 

Tho  soap  patents  litigation  has  ended  in  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants.  Mr.  Justice  Neville,  in  his  judgment,  com- 
mented on  expert  witnesses  as  a  waste  of  time,  and  ex- 
pounded the  nature  of  the  Nermann  patent  (p.  40). 

We  report  the  annual  meeting  and  anniversary  dinner  of 
the  Chemical  Society.  Professor  Frankland,  the  retiring 
President,  delivered  an  address  on  the  Waldcn  Inversion. 
He  is  succeeded  by  Professor  W.  H.  Perkin  (pp.  51-52). 

Trade  and  Market  Matters, 


The  few  market  changes  include  lower  prices  for  zinc 
oxide,  antimony,  pepper,  turpentine,  and  shellac.  Benzols 
ire  dearer :    Sudan  gum  acacia  and  copper  sulphate  are 


firmer. 
59). 


An  auction  of   first-hand  drugs  was  held  to-day 
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Pharmacopoeial  Ointments. 

By  E.  W.  Lucas,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  having  kindly 
opened  its  columns  for  expression  of  opinions  on 
.matters  connected  with  the  revision  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, the  -writer,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of 
Reference,  some  twelve  months  ago  sent  in  an  article 
dealing  with  the  official  ointments.  A  number  of  sug- 
gestions were  put  forward,  and  pharmacists  situated  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  were  invited  to  experiment 
on  the  lines  indicated,  with  the  assurance  that  any  com- 
ments they  submitted  would  be  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
Committee.  As  it  was  eminently  desirable  for  all  the 
experiments  to  be  made  with  materials  of  identical  com- 
position, air  offer  was  made  to  place  supplies  at  workers' 
disposal.  At  the  same  time,  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Editor,  letters  and  material  were  sent  to  individual 
pharmacists  living  in  places  as  wide  apart  as  India, 
Ceylon,  China,  the  Straits  Settlements,  Queensland,  New 
South  Wales,  South  and  West  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
East,  West,  Central  and  South  Africa,  various  stations  in 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  British  Columbia,  Newfound- 
iand,  Nova  Scotia,  Malta,  Egypt,  Bolivia,  Mexico,  etc. 
Each  set  of  samples  was  accompanied  by  formulae  and 
directions  for  carrying  out  experiments  on  similar  lines, 
and  it  was  felt  that  if  only  a  few  workers  in  each  country 
would  be  good  enough  to  make  a  report  exceedingly 
valuable  information  would  be  gained.  By  now  a  con- 
siderable number  of  reports  have  come  in,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  short  summary  of  them  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

In  the  original  paper  (C.  <&■  D.,  February  17,  1912)  it 
was  suggested  that  two  bases  only  were  required  :  a 
protective  basis,  of  which  paraffin  ointment  was  taken  as 
a  type,  and  an  emollient  basis,  such  as  lard,  both  bases 
modified  to  suit  varying  climatic  conditions.  Broadly 
speaking,  the  reports  that  have  come  to  hand  approve 
those  suggestions.  That  some  such  modifications  in  the 
consistency  of  the  ointment  basis  are  necessary  is  shown 
hy  the  behaviour  of  pure  lard  ointments  in  different  parts 
of  the  globe.  Thus  in  Central  Africa,  India,  and  Queens- 
land, mercury,  sulphur,  and  zinc  ointments  prepared 
according  to  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  are  reported  as 
unusable,  the  lard  floating  on  the  deposited  medicaments ; 
in  latitudes  where  the  winter  temperatures  are  very  low 
the  same  ointments  would  be  almost  friable. 

The  fact  that  paraffinum  molle  owing  to  its  low  melting- 
point  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  has  been  recognised,  but 
for  some  time  it  was  not  easy  to  remedy  except  by  the 
addition  of  wax.  Now  that  homogeneous  paraffin  jellies 
of  much  higher  and  of  constant  melting-point  are  available, 
this  drawback  no  longer  obtains.  A  jelly,  melting  between 
44°  and  46°  C.  has  been  shown  to  be  perfectly  stable  at 
all  ordinary  temperatures,  not  unduly  soft  during  an 
Indian  summer,  nor  appreciably  harder  during  a  Canadian 
winter,  and  combined  with  the  proportions  of  hard 
paraffin  and  beeswax  recommended  yields  a  paraffin  oint- 
ment which  appears  to  fulfil  the  most  exacting  conditions. 

For  the  stiffening  of  lard  white  beeswax  is  commonly 
employed  in  hot  climates,  and  if  the  wax  is  benzoated  at 
the  same  time  as  the  lard  the  mixture  leaves  little  to  be 
desired.  While  on  this  point  it  has  been  noted  by 
numerous  workers  that  both  medical  men  and  the  public 
occasionally  object  to  benzoated  lard  on  account  of  the 
irritating  effect  of  the  free  benzoic  acid,  and  styrated 
lard  is  suggested.  There  is  no  doubt  that  lard  preserved 
with  storax  keeps  quite  as  well  as  benzoated  lard,  and  is 
certainly  blander.  In  equatorial  countries  lard  is  but 
little  used,  a  plastic  paraffin  ointment  taking  its  place; 
«uch  an  ointment  is  made  by  heating  seven  parts  of  soft 
paraffin  with  one  part  of  beeswax. 

Several  pharmacists  have  taken  the  trouble  to  return 
records  of  the  temperatures  observed  in  their  dispensaries 
during  the  year  1911,  and  an  examination  of  these  tables 
affords  ample  justification  for  official  recommendations  to 
modify  the  consistence  of  ointments  according  to  a  recog- 
nised scale. 


Original  Suggestion.  Repokts  on  Suggestions. 

Adeps  Benzoatus. — Retain  For   temperatures   up  tc 

with   approved    method   of  40°  C.  add  15  per  cent,  of 

benzoating,  and  stiffen  with  white  beeswax.    For  more 

white    beeswax    when     re-  moderate  temperatures, 

quired.  25°  to  30°  C.  5  per  cent,  of 
wax  is  said  to  be  sufficient. 

Unguentum  Acidi  Borici.  No  change. 
No  change. 

Unguentum  Acidi  Car-  A  great  improvement. 
bolici. — Reduce    phenol    to  Ointment       quite  strong- 

3  per  cent. ;  within  limit  of  enough  for  most, 
solubility.    Omit  glycerin. 

Unguentum     Acidi    Sali-  No  change. 
cylici. — No  change. 

Unguentum    Aconitince. —  Very  rarely  used. 
No  change. 

Unguentum  Aquce  Rosa. —  Approved,  but  use  dis- 
White  beeswax  18,  almond  tilled  water  in  place  of  rose- 
oil  61,  borax  1,  rose-water  water ;  latter  encourages 
20,  oil  of  rose  0.1.  growth  of  mould. 

Unguentum     Atropines. —  No  change.    Rarely  used. 
No  change. 

Unguentum     Belladonnas.  Approved.     Ointment  is 

80  liquid  extract  evaporated  much  lighter  in  colour, 
below  95°  C.  to  20,  benzoated 
lard  60,  wool-fat  20. 

Unguentum   Cantharidini.  Approved. 
Cantharidin    0.20,  beeswax 
and  wool-fat  (equal  propor- 
tions) to  produce  100. 

Unguentum  Capsici. — Oleo-  Approved  generally.  One 
resin  capsicum  10,  lard  10,  worker  recommends  bees- 
hard  paraffin  10,  soft  paraf-  wax  in  place  of  the  hard 
fin  70.  paraffin. 

Unguentum        Cetacei. —  Spermaceti  Ointment  bad  , 

Suggested      replacing      by  rancid  to  start  with,  but  the 

Ung.  Emolliens  (q.v.) ;  if  re-  public  will  continue  to  ask 

tained,   replace  almond   oil  for  it. 
by    liquid    paraffin.  Will 
then  keep  much  better. 

Unguentum   Chrysarobini.  Approved. 
Removal  of  insoluble  matter 
recommended. 

Unguentum  Cocaines. — No  Rarely  used, 
change. 

Unguentum    Conii. — Con-  Good.     Reported  or  used 

ium-juice    200,     evaporated  in  large  quantities  in  cer- 

below  60°  C.  with  2  of  boric  tain   places.     Three  deter- 

acid  to  43,  wool-fat  50,  soft  minations  showed  that  alka- 

paraffin  5.  lpid  is  not  dissipated  if  con- 
centration is  effected  below 
.  60°  C. 

Unguentum  Crcosoti. — No  Rarely  used, 
change. 

Unguentum     Emolliens. —  Approved.    Keeps  well  in 

Lard  40,  wool-fat  40,  paraf-  hot  climates.    See  remarks 

fin  ointment  20.  on  Ung.  Cetacei. 

Unguentum    Eucalypti. —  Rarely  used. 
No  change. 

Unguentum      Galloz. — No  Appears  to  be  more  fre- 

change  if  retained.  quently  used  than  anticipated. 

Unguentum  Gallaz  c.  Opio.  The  proposal  to  replace  it 

No  change  if  retained.  by  a  colourless  ointment 
raises  opposition. 

Unguentum  Clycerini  Sub-  New    formula    well  re- 

acetatis. — Strong   lead    sub-  ceived.      The    presence  of 

acetate  solution  12.5,  wool-  glycerin  condemned, 
fat  25,  hard  paraffin  12.5, 
soft  paraffin  50. 

Unguentum  Hamamelidis.  Approved.    Formula  has 

Liquid    extract    hamamelis  been  tried  for  some  years. 
10,  wool-fat  60,  soft  paraffin 
30. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri. —  Stiffen  with  10  per  cent. 

No  change  in  formula.  of  beeswax  for  temperatures- 
over  27°  C.  Changes  in 
nomenclature  approved. 

Unguentum      Hydrargyri  Approved.     Chiefly  used 

Ammoniatum.. — Ammoniated  for  destroying  parasites,  and 

mercury  5,  benzoated   lard  a   lard    ointment    is  more 

95.  readily  removed  from  the 
paraffin.  For  temperatures 
over  27°  C.  stiffen  with  10 
per  cent,  beeswax. 

Unguentum      Hydrargyri  No  change.     Stiffen  with 

Composition. — No  change.  7£  per  cent,  of  wax  for  tem- 
peratures over  27°  C. 

Unguentum      Hydrargyri  No  change. 
lodidi  Rubrum.—Ho  change. 
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Vnguentum      Hydrargyri      No  change. 
Nitratis.—  Reduce    tempera-  , 
tures  during  operations. 

Vnguentum      Hydrargyri      No  change. 
Nitratis         Dilutum.  —  No 
change.  _ 

Vnguentum      Hydrargyri       JNo  change. 
Oleatis.—  No  change. 

Vnguentum      Hydrargyri       No  change. 
Oxidi  Flavi.—No  change. 

Vnguentum      Hydrargyri      Do  not  alter  present  for- 
Oxidi  Rubrum  — Mixtures  of  mula. 
equal  parts  of  wool-fat  and 
soft    paraffin    in    place  of 
paraffin  ointment. 

Vnguentum      Hydrargyri      Rarely  used. 
Subchloridi. — 20  per  cent,  in 
benzoated  lard,  as  suggested 
by  Wild. 

Vnguentum  Iodi.—No     No  change, 

change. 

Vnguentum    Iodoformi  —      Rarely  used. 
10  per  cent,  in  lard. 

Vnguentum  Puraffini.—  Approved  without  dissent. 
Hard  paraffin  (m  p.  54-57°  Tor  temperatures  of  20°  to 
C.)  27,  soft  paraffin  (m.p.  35°  C.  the  basis  is  stable 
44-46°  C.)  70,  beeswax  3.  and    easy   to    work.  For 

temperatures  from  10°  to 
20°  C.  some  workers  sug- 
gest paraffin  26,  soft  paraf- 
fin 71,  beeswax  3.  The  sug- 
gestion that  if  it  is  desir- 
able to  soften  or  harden  the 
basis  it  should  be  done  by 
increasing  or  decreasing  the 
proportion  of  soft  paraffin 
only  considered  reasonable. 
Vnguentum  Picis  Liquidum.  Approved  by  some. 
Tar  70,  lard  5,  beeswax  25.  Generally  stated  as  too 
strong  to  be  of  much  ser- 
vice. 

Vnguentum  Plumbi  Ace-      Rarely  used. 
tatis. — Deletion. 

Vnguentum  Plumbi  Car-      Never  used. 
bonatis. — Deletion. 

Vnguentum  Potassii  lodi-      Rarely  used. 
dum. — No  change. 

Vnguentum  Resinx—No  No  change.  Used  in  very 
change.  large     quantities     by  the 

public.    A  great  favourite. 
Vnguentum  Staphisagrice.      No  change.  Reported  that 
No  change.  when  prepared  with  the  ex- 

pressed oil  it  is  extremely 
variable. 

Vnguentum  Sulphuris. —  No  change  for  moderate 
No  change.  temperatures,   but  for  tem- 

peratures over  27°  C.  stiffen 
with  10  per  cent,  white  bees- 
wax. 

Vnguentum  Sulphuris  Very  rarely  used. 
lodidum. — No  change. 

Vnguentum  Veratrince. —  Very  rarely  used. 
No  change. 

Vnguentum  Zinci. — No  Same  remarks  apply  as  to 
change.  Ung.  Sulphuris. 

Vnguentum  Zinci  Oleatis.       No  change. 
No  change. 

In  addition  to  the  comments  noted  above,  a  number  of 
correspondents  sent  details  of  the  proportions  of  ointments 
used  in  various  districts  in  the  British  Isles.  From  these 
it  is  evident  that  boric,  zinc,  sulphur,  and  resin  ointments 
occupy  pride  of  place,  boric  ointment  being  the  most 
popular.  Unguentum  aconitinas,  atropines,  cocainae, 
creosoti,  eucalypti,  hydrarg.  iodid.  rub.,  hydrarg.  sub- 
chlor.,  iodoformi,  picis  plumbi  acet.,  plumbi  carb.,  potass, 
iodid.,  sulphur  iodid.,  and  veratrinae  are  apparently  rarely 
prescribed,  as  in  an  analysis  of  over  10,000  prescriptions 
none  of  them  appear  more  than  once,  and  some  not  at  all. 


Kuktji-nut  Oil  foe  Vahnish.— The  Honolulu  "  Star 
Bulletin  "  reports  that  Dr.  E.  V.  Wilcox,  Director  of  the 
Hawaii  experimental  station,  has  received  reports  from 
manufacturers  of  varnish  in  various  American  cities  upon 
samples  of  kukui-nut  oil  sent  from  the  Hawaii  experiment 
station.  They  are  to  the  effect  that  it  is  far  better  than 
linseed  oil  for  making  varnish,  and  a  Philadelphia  factory 
is  willing  to  buy  10,000  gals,  of  the  oil  a  year.  Experiments 
are  being  made  to  produce  a  press  to  extract  the  oil. 


CORNER  FOR  STUDENTS. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


All  communications  for  this  section  should  be  addressed  thus : 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C." 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture,  of 
salts  (accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope, 
not  a  stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday. 
March  25,  and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following 
day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
April  5.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the  final  exercise 
in  the  analytical  tournament  for  the  current  winter 
session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes  in  this 
series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  apprentices 
or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying  Exa- 
mination of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  their  reports. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

The  Tynemouth  Corporation  have  granted  poison 
licences  under  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  to 
Messrs.  J.  T.  Smurthwaite,  W.  B.  Smurthwaite,  and 
J.  A.  Ord. 

The  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.G.  will  be  closed  from  Thursday  even- 
ing, March  20.  at  a  quarter  past  five,  until  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, March  25.  at  nine  o'clock. 

"  Medical  Quacks  and  their  Nostrums  "  was  the  subject 
of  a  lecture  delivered  in  Hull  before  the  Sunday  Associa- 
tion by  the  Hull  city  analyst,  Mr.  Arnold  R.  Tankard. 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  on  the  afternoon  of  March  16. 

Messrs.  M.  H.  Stiles  &  Son,  chemists,  of  2  French 
Gate,  Doncaster,  form  the  subject  of  an  interesting  illus- 
trated article  in  the  "  Doncaster  Chronicle  "  for  last  week, 
which  tells  the  story  of  the  business  since  it  was  f  ounded 
eighty-one  years  ago. 

At  Croydon  on  March  11,  a  lecture  was  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Co.  on  "Wel- 
fare Work  amongst  Employees."  The  lecture  was  the 
result  of  a  visit  which  the  President  of  the  Croydon 
Chamber  of  Commerce  made  to  the  works  at  Dayton. 
U.S.A.  The  Mayor  of  Croydon  was  present  and  also  Mr. 
H.  C.  Banwell,  manager  of  the  company. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

In  Bethnal  Green  recently  five  samples  of  saffron  wt^e 
examined  and  found  genuine.  The  vendor  of  a  cam- 
phorated-oil sample  62  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor  was 
fined  21.,  and  11.  3s.  costs. 

Berwick-on-Tweed  Town  Council  have  appointed  Dr 
Thomas  Dunn,  F.I.C.,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  as  analyst 
for  the  borough,,  at  a  salary  of  101.  10s.  per  annum  and 
15s.  for  each  sample  analysed. 

A  report  to  the  Surrey  County  Council  states  that 
during  the  past  quarter  a  sample  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
was  found  to  be  48  per  cent,  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite. 
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No  proceedings  were  taken  on  the  retailer  undertaking  to 
withdraw  the  stock  and  to  take  more  efficient  precautions 
against  evaporation  in  future. 

The  Public  Weal. 

The  following  connected  with  the  drug  and  chemical 
trade  have  been  elected  to  serve  on  local  governing  bodies  : 

Mr.  R.  Knowles,  chemist,  Morecambe,  to  the  Lancaster 
Board  of  Guardians.  .  . 

Mr.  G.  C.  Row,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  Braintree 
Urban  District  Council.  ■  ;    ,  n 

Mr.  J.  S.  Shearman,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  Great 
Yarmouth  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Clarke,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  Chepstow 
(Mon.)  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Wm.  Oldershaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Strelley,  to 
the  Basford  Rural  District  Council.       .     _  '  '  • 

Mr.  Thos.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Park  Road, 
Lenton,  to  the  Nottingham  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Robson,  Ph.C,  of  Coatham,  to  Redcar  Urban 
District  Council  and  to  the  Guisborough  Board  of  Guar- 
dians.       '  '  , 

Mrs.  E.  Cardwell,  wife  of  Mr.  Edward  Cardwell,  retired 
chemist,  Laurel  Bank,  Lancaster,  to  the  Lancaster  Board 
of  Guardians.  ' 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  pharmacist,  to  the  Sheffield 
Board  of  Guardians.  Mr.  Newsholme  has  served  on  the 
Board  for  twenty-one  years,  and  has  held  the  chairmanship 
five  times. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hutchinson,  analytical  chemist,  Manchester 
Road,  Bury,  Lanes.,  has  been  elected  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy 
on  the  local  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Cook,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  33  Victoria 
Road,  Chesterton,  and  Mr.  R.  Sturton,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, of  6  Park  Terrace,  Cambridge,  have  been  re-elected 
members  of  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

The  following  pharmacists  have  been  nominated  for 
election  to  their  respective  Boards  of  Guardians  or  to 
Urban  District  Councils  : 

Mr.  W.  E.  Goff,  Oakfield  Lane,  Dartford  (B.G.). 

Mr.  D.  Yates,  32  Darwen  Street,  Blackburn  (B.G.). 

Mr.  T.   England,  High  Street,  Romford  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  D.  R.  Rowlands,  Mont  Road,  Birkenhead  (B.G  ). 

Mr.  Thos.  Carter.  418  Lytham  Road,  Blackpool  (B.G.). 

Mr.  John  Wm.  Mainprize,  35  Kirkgate,  Otlev  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  W.  R.  Selleck,  136  High  Street,  Stourbridge  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  G.  J.  Gostling,  Ipswich  Street,  Stowmarket  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  D.  M.  Davies,  41  Rhosmaen  Street,  Llandilo  (U.D  C). 

Mr.  A.  B.  Barker,  Market  Place,  Heckmondwike  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  W.  Maskew,  26  Electric  Parade,  Clackton-on-Sea 
(U.D.C ). 

Mr.  J-  W.  Richards,  Pandy  Square,  Tonypandy  (Ponty- 
pridd B  G.). 

Mr.  II.  W.  Blackadar,  Queen's  Road,  Buckland,  Ports- 
mouth (B.G.). 

Shops  Act. 

The  Gillingham  (Kent)  Urban  Council  have  made  an 
order  for  chemists  to  close  on  Wednesdays  at  1  p.m. 

The  Birkenhead  Town  Council  on  March  15  issued  an 
order  fixing  Thursday  as  the  early-closing  day  for 
chemists,  etc.' 

Delegates  from  the  Leeds  Chemists'  Association  took 
part  in  a  conference  of  shopkeepers  held  on  Monday  night 
for  the  purpose  of  organising  resistance  to  the  Corpora- 
tion's proposal  to  exempt  a  central  area  from  uniform 
half-day  closing.  A  deputation  is  to  wait  upon  the  Cor- 
poration's Shops  Committee. 

Guardians'  Doings. 

The  Nottingham  Guardians  have  appointed  Mr.  A. 
Galloway  as  assistant  dispenser. 

The  Orsett  (Essex)  Guardians,  in  reply  to  a  question 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  state  that  the  new 
arrangement  for  the  supply  of  drugs  through  chemists  is 
in  force  and  is  working  "  fairly  satisfactorily." 

The  Milton  Regis  (Kent)  Guardians  considered  on 
March  12  a  joint  letter  from  four  local  chemists  (Messrs. 
French,  Maundrell,  Nichols,  and  Robinson),  suggesting 
that  instead  of  asking  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of 
chemists'  goods,  the  Board  should  adopt  the  method  of  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  have  the  goods  required  from 
each  chemist  in  turn  for  a  year  at  current  store  prices. 
The  Olerk  said  last  year  chemists'  goods  cost  57Z.  Is.  2d. , 
and  the  Board  must  ask  for  tenders  if  the  contract  could 
reasonably  be  estimated  to  exceed  507.    Mr.  W.  F.  Wood 


stated  that  the  rota  system  worked "  very  well  at .  the 
hospital.  He  thought  the  Guardians  ought  to  adopt  it  if 
possible.  It  was  decided  to  continue  the  open-contract 
system. 

Wine-licences. 

At  the  Upper  Osgoldcross  adjourned  Brewster  Sessions, 
last  week,  a  wine  licence  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Taylor's 
Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  premises  at  105  Church  Street, 
C?.stleford,  Yorks. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Spencer,  chemist  and  druggist,  applied  at 
Stratford  adjourned  Licensing  Sessions  on  March  6  for  a 
wine-licence  for  his  pharmacy  at  33  High  Street,  Strat- 
ford-on- Avon.  It  was  stated  that  applicant  wished  to 
supply  such  preparations  as  panopepton  and  liquid 
peptonoids.  Mr.  Spencer,  when  he  found  he  could  not 
sell  panopepton,  had  arranged  with  a  grocer  in  the  town 
to  stock  it,  so  when  a  customer  came  for  this  he  simply 
got  a  bottle  from  the  grocer  and  handed  it  over,  making 
absolutely  no  profit.  But  this  was  scarcely  a  satisfactory 
arrangement.  The  Bench  said  they  were  strongly  ■  of 
opinion  that  Mr.  Spencer  had  made  out  a  good_  case  of 
occasional  inconvenience,  but  as  a  rule  the  public  could 
be  supplied  from  the  grocers.  The  Magistrates  thought 
that  it  was  much  preferable  for  the  chemist  to  supply 
these  things  and  not  the  grocer,  and  they  hoped  Mr. 
Spencer  would  induce  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  take 
action  in  the  matter.  Under  the  circumstances  the  Bench 
felt  that  they  must  refuse  the  application. 

From  Various  Courts. 

At  Leeds,  last  week,  George  Robinson,  described  as  a 
chemist,  of  Wakefield,  was  fined  20s.  for  having  driven  a 
horse  and  trap  to  the  danger  of  the  public. 

At  Barry  on  March  17,  Reginald  Thompson,  described 
as  the  manager  of  a  pharmacy  at  Barry,  was  charged 
with  attempting  suicide  by  taking  morphine.  It  was  stated 
that  he  had  taken  four  or  five  grains  of  the  opiate. 
He  was  discharged  on  his  relatives  promising  to  take  care 
of  him. 

At  Westhoughton  on  March  13,  during  the  hearing 
of  a  charge  of  attempted  suicide  against  Phyllis  Peters, 
it  was  stated  that  accused  was  supplied  with  tartaric  acid 
in  place  of  salt  of  lemon  at  a  local  drug-store,  as  her 
manner  was  suspicious.  The  police  said  this  undoubtedly 
saved  the  woman's  life. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Bailie  John  Raffan,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stirling,  has 
been  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Stirling  county. 

Claims  against  the  late  Mr.  John  Hoyes  Macintyre, 
chemist  and  druggist,  187  Hyndland  Road,  Glasgow,  are 
to  be  lodged  with  Messrs.  Thomson  &  Campbell,  113  West 
Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 

The  Aberdeen  Town  Council  has  remitted  the  applica- 
tion by  Oscar  Neynaber  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  sanction  to 
establish  a  cod-liver  oil  factory  in  premises  on  the  north 
side  of  South  Esplanade  East  to  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee for  consideration,  objections  having  been  lodged 
against  the  proposal. 

Edinburgh. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Matheson  and  Dr.  John  Orr  have  been 
appointed  members  of  the  profession  to  the  Edinburgh 
Burgh  Insurance  Committee. 

Dr.  John  J.  Kirk  Durrcanson,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
ear  department  of  the  Eye,  Ear.  and  Throat  Infirmary, 
Cambridge  Street,  died  at  Gullam  on  Thursday  last,  aged 
sixty-six. 

Several  correspondents  have  been  complaining  in  the 
local  Press  that  patients  (insured  persons  as  well  as  private 
patients)  are  not  in  some  instances  allowed  the  free  choice 
of  a  chemist. 
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The  Town  Clerk  of  Edinburgli  is  intimating  to  appli- 
cants that  there  will  be  no  place  to  be  filled  up  in 
connection  with  the  recently  advertised  order  applicable 
to  the  sale  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances. 

The  applications  from  chemists  and  their  assistants  for 
Insurance  Act  appointments  are  so  numerous  that  the 
Commissioners  have  had  to  print  a  letter  as  follows  : 

Sib, — With  reference  to  your  communication  of  recent 
date,  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Leishman  to  say  that  the 
Scottish  Insurance  Commissioners  are  not  in  a  position  to 
furnish  any  information  as  to  possible  appointments  such  as 
that  of  Inpector  of  Pharmacies,  etc.,  in  this  Department. 
Should  the  Commissioners  decide  to  make  any  such  appoint- 
ments, however,  these  will  be  widely  advertised  in  the  news- 
papers, and  the  Commissioners  accordingly  regret  that 
they  cannot  undertake  to  record  applications  for  future 
consideration. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Jeffrey,  Secretary. 

The  twenty -first  annual  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  was  held  on  March  17,  Mr.  E.  0. 
Rowland,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  secretary's  and 
treasurer's  reports  showed  that  the  season  had  been  very 
successful  and  the  finances  good.  The  following  office- 
bearers were  elected  : 

Hon.  President,  Mr.  D.  Rainy  Brown  ;  President,  Mr. 
E.  O.  Rowland;  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  A.  Cochrane; 
Secretary,  Mr.  W.  H.  Chambers,  121  Comiston  Road  ; 
Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  William  Paxton  :  Treasurer,  Mr. 
J.  Douglas  Watson;  Committee,  Messrs.  T.  Bell,  J.  Deas, 
T.  D.  King,  G.  Mark,  A.  Miller,  J.  Ritchie,  and  J.  H. 
Taylor;  Auditors,  Messrs.  R.  K.  Kinninmont  and  G.  H.  C. 
Rowland. 

A  donation  was  voted  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent 
Fund,  and  votes  of  thanks  given  to  the  North  British 
Branch  Executive  and  officers  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  retiring  office-bearers. 


IRISH  NEWS. 


When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

As  a  result  of  the  sessional  examinations  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Schools  of  Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Materia 
Medica  the  following  prizes  have  been  awarded  : — 
Chemistry  •  Mr.  Joseph  Michael  Carrick  (1st  prize), 
Mr.  Patrick  Joseph  Hickey  (2nd  prize),  Botany  :  Mr. 
John  Corbett  (1st  prize).  Materia  Medica:  Mr.  Timothy 
Connolly  (1st  prize).  Classes  in  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical chemistry,  botany,  and  materia  medica  are  about 
to  be  formed  for  the  new  session,  which  will  commence 
on  April  1. 

Brevities. 

Mr.  J.  Edgar  Connor,  Ph.C,  J. P.,  was  on  March  12 
re-elected  President  of  the  Newry  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Wm.  Maxwell,  Ph.C,  Londonderry,  was  elected 
last  week  on  the  committee  of  First  Derry  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Coleman,  Ph.iC,  late  of  Hayes,  Conyngham 
&  Robinson,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  is  opening  a  pharmacy  at 
74  Main  Street,  Cavan. 

Mr.  Charles  Abernethy,  registered  druggist,  has  taken 
premises  230  Albert  Bridge  Road,  Belfast,  which  he  will 
open  shortly  as  a  drug-store. 

Mr.  Thomas  McCully,  J.P.,  retired  chemist,  London- 
derry, has  been  selected  as  candidate  for  the  Aldermanship 
of  the  Waterside  Ward,  which  he  has  eerved  for  over 
twenty  years  as  Councillor. 

Mr.  Robert  Cambridge,  J. P.,  an  ex-President  of  the 
Chemists  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  has  been 
appointed  on  a  committee  of  Carrickfergus  Technical 
School  to  inspect  modern  business  methods  equipment 
with  a  view  to  their  introduction  jn  the  local  technical 
school. 


Drugs  and  Surgical  Appliances  Contracts. 

The  following  additional  tenders  have  been  accepted 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
surgical  appliances  for  the  ensuing  year  : 


Anlee  

Athy   

Ballina 

Ballirirobe 

Ballymena 

Ballymoney  ... 
Bandon 

Bawnboy 
Belfast 
Belmullet 
Callan  ... 

Carlow  

Carrick-on- 

Shannon 
Carriek-on-Suir 

Cashel  

Clones  

Coleraine 
Cork   

Dromore  West 

Dunshaughlin 
Eunis  ... 
Enmscortby  ... 
Fermoy 

Granard 
K*nturk 

Kells   

Kilkenny 
Larne  

Manorhaniilton 

N  avail  

Newtownards 
Oldcastle 

Oughterard  ... 
Skibbereen  ... 

Sligo   

Thomastown  ... 
Thurles 
Tipperary 
Waterford 


Medicines 


Boileau  &  Boyd  (Dub- 
lin). 28J  % 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  263% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  2aa% 
Boileau  &  Hoyd,  2r  i  t 
Boileau  &Buyd,  282% 

Boileau  &  Boyd.  281% 
Cork  Chemical  and 

Drug  Co  ,  28% 
Boileau  &  Bi.yd 
Sumner  &  Co.",  3?J% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  2>% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  £83 % 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  281% 

Boileau  ft  Boyd,  28*% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  28:;  % 
Boileau  &Bnyd,  2-'i7r 
Boileau  &  Boyd.  283% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 
Cork  Chemical  and 

Drug  Co.,  35% 
H.  Boyers 


Surgical  Appliances 


Boileau 
Boileau 
Boileau 
Cork  C 
Drug 
Boileau 
B  liieau 
Boileau 
Boileau 
Boileau 


&  Boyd,  28  J  % 
&  Boyd. 28:;% 
&Boyd,  28:1% 
heniieal  aijd 
Co. 

&Boyd,T8J% 
&  Boyd,  282% 
&  Boyd,  283% 
&Boyd,  283% 
&Boyd,  30% 


H.  Boyers  &  Co. 

Sumner  &  Co.,  33?*% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 

To  be  re  advertised 
Cork  Chemical  and 

Drug  Co.,  28% 
H.  Boyers  k  Co.  25% 
Boileau  &  Boyd.  251% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  301% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  30  % 


Same  contractors,  33i-  % 
Fannin  &  Co..  30% 
Adamson  &  Co..  33J% 
S.  Connor  &  Son 

(Newry) 
J.  Clarke  &  Co.,  34i  %. 
Same  contractors,  33  J  % 

S.  Connor  &  Sou 
S.  Connor  &  Sons.  33  J  % 
Same  contractors,  30% 
Same  contractors,  33 ?j  % 
S  .me  contractors 

Sumner  &  Co.,  351% 
Same  contractors,  31 J  % 
Same  contractors.  311  % 
J.  Cla.ke  &  Co.,  341% 
Connor  &  Son 
Same  contractors,  371  % 

Messrs.  Adamson 

(Ballina) 
Same  contractors  31 J  % 
Sumner  &  Co.  33J% 
»ame  cont  actors,  311  % 
Same  contractors,  331% 

Same  contractors,  30% 
Same  contractors  334,  % 
-uruner  &  Co.,  33$% 
Same  c<  'iiti  actors,  % 
B.  C.arke  &  Co.  (Bel- 
fasti.  331% 
Fannin  &  Co. 
Sumn  r  &  Co.,  331% 
B.  <  larke  &  Co.,  35i% 
B.  Craham  &  Co.  (Bel- 
fast;, 33i% 
Fannin     Co  ,  31% 
Same  contractors,  33  J  % 

Fannin  &  Co.  35% _ 
Same  contractors,  ol  1  % 

"*ame  contractors,  301  % 
Same  contractors, 33i% 


At  some  of  the  meetings  the  question  was  raised  of 
obtaining  supplies  from  Irish  firms  exclusively.  At 
Ballena  an  English  firm's  tender  was  the  lowest,  but  it 
was  decided  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  award  the  drug  contract  to  Messrs. 
Boileau  &  Boyd.  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co.  obtained  the 
contract  for  appliances  as  the  result  of  a  toss.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  reminded  the  Naas 
Guardians  that  their  advertisement  for  tenders  must 
not  specify  that  the  applicants  are  to  be  Irish  firms 
only.  The*  Clerk  said  the  form  used  was  an  old  one, 
and  that  English  tenders  are  always  considered.  The 
Cashel  Guardians  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Boileau 
h  Boyd,  although  that  sent  in  by  Messrs.  Sumner  & 
Co.  was  lower. — At  Navan  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, tendered  at  33^  per  cent,  off  for  surgical  appliances, 
Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co.,  Dublin,  at  31  per  cent,  off,  and 
Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  30  per  cent.,  off.  The  Chairman 
said  that  on  account  of  the  friendly  relations  existing 
between  the  two  countries,  and  the  Liverpool  tender  being 
so  much  lower,  he  would  be  inclined  to  accept  the  53^  per 
cent,  tender;  besides,  they  would  not  find  a  great  deal  of 
surgical  instruments  manufactured  in  this  country.  , 

Formulas  for  B  P.C.  preparations  on  tho  Insurance  drug 
tariff  are  printed  in  an  eight-page  leaflcti  which  is  sup- 
plied at  bd.  per  doz.  (Id.  by  post)  by  the  C.  &  D,.  Book-  De- 
partment, 42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
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FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Alcohol  Fraud. — In  connection  with  the  .conviction  of 
M.  Roquet  for  frauds  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
alcohol,  which  was  recorded  in  this  column  last  week 
(G.  &  D.,  March  15,  index  folio  410),  M.  Ferdinand 
Roques,  the  Parisian  manufacturer  of  pharmaceutical 
chemicals,  desires  us  to  make  it  clear  that  he  is  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  defendant  in  the  case. 

Illicit  Opium. — It  is  reported  from  Brest  that  M. 
Lenormand,  pharmacy  inspector  of  that  town,  visited  a 
local  pharmacy  there  a  few  days  ago  at  the  instance  of  the 
police  and  found  a  parcel  of  2  lb.  of  opium  on  the  pre- 
mises, of  which  the  owner  would  not  indicate  the  origin. 
M.  Lenormand  also  found  that  the  pokon-book  was  not 
properly  kept,  and  the  pharmacist  is  being  prosecuted 
on  both  counts.  This  police  raid  was  made  in  connection 
with  the  efforts  the  authorities  are  making  to  stop  the 
illicit  sale  of  opium  in  France. 

An  Ornithological  Find. — M.  Jules  Pacton,  a  Parisian 
chemist's  assistant,  made  an  extraordinary  ornithological 
'find"  one  night  last  week  in  one  of  the  new  streets 
recently  erected  on  the  former  Champ  de  Mars. 
Seeing  a  large  black  waterfowl  lying  in  a  tuft  of  grass, 
he  picked  it  up  and  took  it  to  the  nearest  police  station. 
It  was  forwarded  to  the  Natural  History  Museum,  where 
M.  Perrier  pronounced  it  to  be  a  crested  coot.  Doubtless, 
in  the  course  of  its  migration,  it  had  struck  one  of  the 
poles  of  the  "  wireless  "  apparatus  on  the  Eiffel  Tower, 
and  had  fallen  to  earth  stunned. 

The  Stoic  Domestic. — Adele  Barti,  a  servant  in  the 
employment  of  a  pharmacist  in  the  suburbs  of  Paris,  left 
her  situation  last  week  to  return  to  her  native  Alsace, 
where  she  was  to  be  married.  At  Rosny-sous-Bois  station, 
being  late  for  her  train,  she  mounted  on  the  footboard 
after  it  had  started,  missed  her  footing,  fell  between 
two  carriages  and  had  her  two  arms  and  left  leg  com- 
pletely cut  off.  The  extraordinary  part  of  this  horrible 
accident  is  that  when  taken  to  the  hospital  she  demanded 
food  as  soon  as  her  wounds  were  dressed,  and  that  her 
life  is  not  despaired  of  in  spite  of  her  mutilation.  She  is 
twenty-three  years  of  age. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — At  this  month's  meeting 
of  this  Society  Professor  Bourquelot  read  letters  from  Pro- 
fessor Bouchardat  and  M.  Cazeneuve,  Senator,  expressing 
thanks  on  the  occasion  of  their  nomination  as  Associate 
Members  of  the  Society.  The  President  (Professor 
Moureu)  presented  the  congratulations  of  the  Society  to 
M.  Delepine  orr  his  promotion  to  the  Professorship  of 
Mineralogy  and  Hydrology  at  the  Paris  School  of  Phar- 
macy in  place  of  M.  Bouchardat,  who  retired  recently. 
Several  papers  were  read,  including  one  by  M.  Carles,  on 
"The  Fluid  Extract  of  Cinchona."  M.  Lacroix  is  repre- 
senting the  Society  at  the  Congress  of  the  French  Associa- 
tion at  Tunis  next  month. 

Feeding-bottle  Teats. — A  draft  law,  "backed"  by 
MM.  Doisy,  Paulin,  Dupuy,  Jean  Durand,  and  'Schmidt 
(Deputies)  and  modifying  the  law  of  1910  concerning 
indiarubber  teats,  has  been  presented  to  the  Lower  House 
of  the  French  Parliament.  The  existing  law  prohibits 
the  sale  of  tube  feeding  bottles.  The  new  law  proposes 
to  forbid  the  sale,  offer,  exportation,  and  importation  of 
"  rubber  teats  of  defective  make."  It  specifies  that  all 
teats  should  be  of  pure  rubber  and  vulcanised  while  in  a 
heated  state,  each  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of 
the  maker  and  the  indication  "  pure  rubber."  The  object 
of  the  proposed  law  is  evidently  to  stop  the  importation  of 
cheap  foreign  articles. 

Paris  Municipal  Laboratory. — The  Paris  Municipal 
Laboratory  is  about  to  add  a  small  physiological  service 
to  its  chemical  services.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this 
innovation  is  that  the  Municipal  Laboratory  undertakes 
the  analyses  of  patent  medicines  and  issues  certificates 
of  analysis.  Such  certificates  are  necessary  for  French 
patent  medicines  sent  to  Russia  and  certain  other 
countries,  and  the  certificates  are  required  to  state  that 
the  preparations  are  officially  recognised  as  being  in  accord- 


ance with  the  ingredients  announced  as  used.  The 
authority  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory  is  admitted 
for  such  analyses,  which  canrrot  always  be  effected  by 
ordinary  chemical  methods. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and   Druggist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Cape  Province. 

Trade  Marks  Applied  For. — Herr  Egmont,  of  Berlin, 
will  apply  on  March  17  to  register  the  word  "  Radio- 
sclerin  "  in  respect  of  chemical  substances  used  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  Messrs.  E.  Griffiths  Hughes  (Kruschen), 
Ltd.,  of  Manchester,  England,  intend  to  apply  on 
March  10  to  register  the  word  "  Kruschen  "  in  respect  of 
chemical  substances  used  in  medicine  and  pharmacy. 
Messrs.  E.  Griffiths  Hughes  (Karswood),  Ltd.,  of  Man- 
chester, England,  intend  applying  on  March  10  to  register 
the  word  "  Karswood  "  in  respect  of  chemical  substances 
used  in  agricultural,  horticultural,  veterinary,  and  sani- 
tary purposes. — Lennon  (Ltd.),  Cape  Town  and  London, 
England,  intend  applying  to  the  Registrar  of  Deeds, 
Union  of  South  Africa,  to  register  a  trade-mark  con- 
sisting of  a  picture  of  a  retort,  together  with  the  words 
"  Retort  Brand  "  in  respect  of  pure  chemicals,  Class  1. 
Transvaal. 

Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. — A  list  of 
medical  practitioners,  dentists,  chemists  and  druggists, 
and  midwives,  registered  under  Ordinance  No.  29  of 
1904  was  issued  on  January  30,  1913.  This  gives  the 
name,  last  known  address,  date  of  registration,  and  quali- 
fications. The  total  number  of  chemists  and  druggists 
enumerated  in  the  list  is  292.  We  have  analysed  the  quali- 
fications of  the  chemists  according  to  country  of  regis- 
tration.   These  are  as  follows  : 

Great  Britain    ...      176 

Transvaal    ...      ...      ...  49 

Ireland      14 

Cape  Province  ...     12 

Natal    12 

Orange  Free  State   10 

Russia     ...  ....      ...       ...  1 

New  Zealand     ...   3 

Denmark    ...    2 

New  York    2 

Germany,   Holland,  Italy,   New   South  Wales, 

and  Tasmania   1  each 

Fire  caused  damage  to  the  extent  of  1,500Z.  at  the 
workshop  of  Messrs.  Bull  &  Oehmen,  scientific  instrument 
makers,  at  the  corner  of  Smal  and  Frederick  Streets, 
Johannesburg,  on  January  23. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


The  Opium  Trade. — The  Hong  Kong  Legislative! 
Council  has  passed  a  resolution  making  the  importation  of 
raw  Turkish  opium  illegal. 

Opium  Preparations. — The  Government  of  India  have 
decided  to  include  (1)  mistura  pepsini  cum  bismutho  (Hux- 
ley) and  (2)  benzo  kinone  cum  heroin  in  the  list  of  pre- 
parations containing  opium  attached  to  Customs  Circular 
No.  V.  of  1912,  the  import  of  which  may  be  admitted  by 
collectors  of  customs  under  the  proviso  to  the  notification 
dated  February  4,  1911  (Customs  Circular  No.  11  of 
1911). 

Personal. — Mr.  George  Crawford,  manager  of  The 
Pharmacy,  Singapore,  is  at  present  in  hospital  in  Java. 
He  left  Singapore  in  December  last  to  undergo  an 
operation,  but  recovery  has  not  been  so  quick  as  antici- 
pated, consequently  it  will  be  the  latter  end  of  March 
before  he  will  be  able  to  resume  his  duties. — Messrs. 
Timms  and  Turner,  managers  respectively  of  The  Dis- 
pensary, Ltd.,  and  the  British  Dispensary,  left  Singapore 
the  first  week  in  March  on  a  visit  to  the  Old  Country. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Tarragona  Port.— The  question  as  to  whether  "  Fine 
[British  Tarragona  Wine"  may  rightfully  be  applied  to  a 
wine  which  is  not  wholly  made  in  Spain  has  been  argued 
before  Mr.  Hopkins  at  the  Lambeth  Police  Court,  and  on 
March  19  he  reserved  his  decision.  The  case  is  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  the  defendants  being  Piper's,  Ltd., 
■  and  the  proceedings  are  at  the  instance  of  the  Wine  and 
Spirit  Association. 

Damaging  Mr.  Hewlett's  Car.— At  the  Clerkenwell 
^County  Court  on  March  14,  an  action  was  brought  by  Mr. 
John  C.  Hewlett,  F.C.S.,  Hillside  House,  Beekenham, 
against  Messrs.  Poulton  &  Noel,  Ltd.,  provision  dealers, 
62  Brewery  Road,  Islington,  for  211.  3s.  5(Z.  in  respect 
of  the  damage  to  a  motor-car.  Mr.  Haydon,  counsel  for 
plaintiff,  said  he  appeared  on  behalf  of  an  insurance  com- 
pany, and  Mr.  Thorn  Drury  also  appeared  for  an  insurance 
■company  on  behalf  of  the  defendants.  The  action  arose 
•out  of  a  collision  in  Lordship  Lane,  Dulwich,  on  Decem- 
ber 7  last.  Plaintiff's  motor-car  was  coming  towards  London, 
and  in  front  of  it  was  defendants'  van.  In  overtaking 
the  van  plaintiff's  chauffeur,  when  fifty  yards  off,  sounded 
a  powerful  motor-horn.  On  getting  within  18  ft.  of  defen- 
dants' van,  the  driver  of  the  latter,  without  giving  any  warn- 
ing, pulled  his  horses  out  to  cress  to  the  other  side  of  the 
road.  The  chauffeur  jammed -on  his  brakes,  the  car  skidded, 
and  the  near-side  wheel  came  into  collision  with  the  off- 
hind  wheel  of  the  van.  The  result  was  to  set  up  further 
skidding,  so  that  the  car  ran  into  the  back  wheel  of  the  van 
coming  in  the  opposite  direction.  After  hearing  evidence  on 
both  sides  the  Judge  gavo  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with 

•lOQSts. 


High  Court  Cases. 
Unless  when  otherwise  stated  these  cases  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice.  London. 

A  Mineral-water  Business. 

Sitting  without  a  jury  in  the  King's  Bench  Division 
on  Tuesday,  March  18,  Mr.  Justice  Horridge  had  before 
him  an  action  in  which  a  Mr.  Alexander  Hyams  sought 
to  recover  from  the  defendant,  Mrs.  Florence  Wingrove 
Kirkby,  the  sum  of'  265?.  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a 
mineral- water  manufacturing  business  at  115  Whitechapel 
Road,  London,  E.    Defendant  appeared  in  person. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Valetta,  for  the  plaintiff,  put  in  the  agree- 
ment to  purchase,  and  said  there  was  a  counterclaim  in 
which  the  defendant  said  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to  give 
■  orders  from  South  Africa  for  the  supply  of  mineral  waters 
by  her.  The  plaintiff,  she  said,  represented  to  her  that 
if  she  would  purchase  the  business  he  would  act  as  her 
agent  in  South  Africa,  and  would  guarantee  to  order  from 
her  in  London  at  ler.st  twenty-five  gross  of  mineral  waters 
per  month.  She  complained  that  she  had  accordingly 
lost  a  profit  of  11.  10*.  per  month.  The  answer  to  that 
was  that  the  plaintiff  never  agreed  to  order  the  alleged 
or  any  quantity.  He  admitted  that  he  gave  her  an  order 
.for  twenty-seven  gross,  which  were  shipped  to  South 
Africa,  but  they  were  of  such  a  quality  as  to  be  unsale- 
able. Before  purchasing  the  business,  counsel  went  on, 
the  defendant  made  herself  thoroughly  famrriar  with  it 
for  two  or  three  months  to  see  what  the  takings  were. 
She  had  not  parted  with  anything  to  the  plaintiff,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  she  had  gone  into  possession  and 
had  sub-let  part  of  the  premises  at  a  profit. 

Defendant,  in  the  box,  said  she  also  carried  on. business 
•  as  a  mineral- water 'manufacturer  at  Peacock  Yard,  New- 
ington.  The  mineral  waters  she  sent  to  South  Africa 
were  perfectly  clear  and  of  good  quality.  There  was 
practically  no  business  to  be  done  at  115  Whitechapel 
Road,  and  the  manufacturing  plant  was  out  of  order. 

His  Lordship  (to  defendant)  :  You  cannot  get  out  of 
this  deed,  you  know.  You  knew  you  were  paying  265/. 
for  the  business  ? — Yes. 

His  Lordship  :  I  cannot  hold  there  was  the  agreement 
to  order  your  mineral  waters  as  you  allege,  and  the 
plaintiff  denies  it.  There  must  be  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  for  the  amount <  claimed,  and  for  the  plaintiff  on 
"the  counterclaim,  with  costs. 

Lactoline  Preparations. 
Mr.  Edward  Pollock,  High  Court  Official  Referee,  con- 
cluded on  March  15  the  hearing  of  an  action  by  Mr. 


Stanley  Elliott,  carrying  on  business  as  the  Trade  Exten- 
sion Company,  against  Mr.  John  Doree,  of  Newgate  Street, 
from  whom  the  plaintiff  claimed  compensation  in  respect 
of  alleged  breach  of  contract  in  regard  to  Lactoline 
specialities,  of  which  defendant  owns  the  rights.  A  report 
of  the  previous  hearings  was  printed  in  the  C.  J-  D.  of 
February  8",  the  proceedings  having  been  adjourned  to 
enable  the  Official  Referee  to  fulfil  other  engagements. 
Having  heard  the  evidence  and  arguments  on  both  sides, 
the  Official  Referee,  in  giving  judgment,  said  : 

The  defendant,  repudiated  liability,  denied  the  contract, 
and  presented  a  counterclaim  in  respect  to  goods  sold  and 
delivered.  Regarding  plaintiff's  claim,  it  was  set  up  by 
plaintiff  that  by  an  agreement  of  January  24,  1911,  tho 
defendant  was  to  accord  support  to  the  plaintiff  by  adver- 
tising the  Lactoline  preparations  in  the  local  Press.  Mr. 
Pollock  held  that  there  was  no  contract  at  all  on  Janu- 
ary 24,  but  that  it  was  mere  negotiation.  Mr.  Doree  ac- 
quired rights  in  the  Lactoline  preparations — "  made  up  of 
milk,"  added  Mr.  Pollock,  "  and  which  were  to  be  marvel- 
lous for  the  complexion."  Both  gentlemen  doubtless  thought' 
they  were  going  to  get  something  out  of  the  enterprise. 
Mr.  Doree  was  to  get  up  a  company,  and  Mr.  Elliott  was 
to  exploit  the  preparations  throughout  the  country.  The 
plaintiff  had  alleged  that  the  defendant  had  promised  to 
indemnify  him  against  any  loss  that  might  be  sustained 
through  the  plaintiff  not  advertising  sufficiently,  but,  said 
the  Official  Referee,  if  there  were  no  obligation  to  adyer- 
tise,  there  could  be  no  promise  to  indemnify  the  plaintiff. 
Dealing  with  the  matter  on  the  evidence,  one  was  bound- — 
he  added — to  come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  he  did  from 
the  pleadings.  This  was  obviously  a  case  where  it  was  tho 
duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  make  out  the  case  he  set  up,  and  in 
his  view  the  plaintiff  had  utterly  failed.  On  Juno  28  Mr. 
Doree  wrote  a  letter,  in  which  he  declared  in  effect  that  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  undertake  to  carry  out  what  the 
company  had  undertaken  to  do.  Mr.  Elliott  relied  upon 
that,  document  as  an  agreement.  On  July  20  Mr.  Elliott, 
wrote  a  letter  purporting  to  set  out  what  took  place  between 
the  parties.  Mr.  Doree  replied  on  the  21st,  setting  up  the 
only  terms  on  which  he  had  agreed  to  pay  anything  at  all — 
namely,  that  he  should  give  Mr.  Elliott  45  per  cent,  com- 
mission. The  Official  Referee  was  satisfied  that  that  was 
the  only  obligation  that.  Mr.  Doree  undertook.  The  plaintiff 
had  alleged,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was  arranged  Mr. 
Doree  was  to  pay  all  his  expenses,  and  plaintiff  attempted 
to  rely  on  an  interview  in  August,  in  which  he  said  that. 
Mr.  Doree  promised  to  pay  all  his  expenses.  Mr.  Doree 
denied  that,  he  had  promised  anything  of  the  sort  at  that 
interview,  but  said  that  it  was  not  until  November  9  that 
Mr.  Elliott  raised  the  question,  and  that  he  (the  defendant) 
repudiated  the  contentions  that  Mr.  Elliott  set  up.  In  all 
the' circumstances  ho  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
plaintiff  had  not  made  out  his  case,  and  there  would  be 
judgment  for  the  defendant  on  the  claim,  with  costs. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  question  of  the  counterclaim 
should  stand  over  until  Tuesday,  March  18,  when,  on. 
the  application  of  Mr.  W.  de  B.  Herbert,  the  OfficiaL 
Referee  allowed  the  trial  of  the  counterclaim  to  stand 
over  generally,  with  liberty  to  apply. 

A  Restrictive  Agreement. 

A  motion  in  the  action  of  Eastes  v.  Russ  came  up  for 
hearing  before  Mr.  Justice  Sargant  in  the  Chancery  Divi- 
sion on  March  18.  Mr.  MarteUi,  K.C.,  for  the  plaintiff, 
said  the  motion  was  to  restrain  Mr.  Russ,  of  25  Beaumont 
Street,  W.,  from  carrying  on  there  a  pathological  labora- 
tory in  breach  of  a  restrictive  covenant  entered  into  with 
the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Wm.  Eastes,  of  62  Queen  Anne  Street, 
W. ,  while  in  the  latter's  service.  Plaintiff,  said  counsel, 
had  been  carrying  on  for  more  than  thirteen  years  a 
business  under  the  style  of  the  Laboratories  of  Pathology 
and  Public  Health  at  38  Cavendish  Street,  W.,  and  in 
1905  he  removed  to  Queen  Anne  Street,  W.  In-  1905  Mr. 
Eastes  advertised  for  an  assistant  microscopist,  and  en- 
gaged the  defendant  at  a  commencing  salary  of  150L  a, 
year.  At  the  time  Mr.  Russ  left  Mr.  Eastes' 'service  he 
was  in  receipt  of  600.'.  a  year.  The  agreement  entered 
into  between  the  parties  contained  a  clause  restricting  the 
defendant  from  carrying  on  a  similar  business  within  a 
radius  of  ten  miles  of  Queen  Anne  Street.  Defendant  was 
in  plaintiff's  service  from  January  1906  to  October  1912, 
when  he  set  up  an-  exactly  similar  business  half  a  mile 
away  at  25  Beaumont  Street,  W. ,  and  canvassed  the 
plaintiff's  clients. 

Mr.  Romer,  K.C.,  for  the  defendant,  read  the  defen- 
dant's affidavit,  in  which  defendant  contended  that  the 
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covenant  meant  that  he  was  only  precluded  from  carrying 
on  a  similar  business  while  actually  in  the  plaintiff's 
employment.  That  employment  having  terminated,  he 
was  now  under  no  restriction  whatever. 

Mr.  Martelli,  resuming,  said  the  evidence  in  reply  filed 
by  the  defendant  went  mainly  to  the  question  of  the  value 
of  goodwill.  Defendant  set  up  the  case  that  the  business 
had  no  goodwill. 

Mr.  Eomer  said  the  business  was  not  one  which  had 
any  goodwill  that  could  be  the  subject  of  protection.  Thai;, 
however,  was  a  question  which  might  have  to  be  investi- 
gated at  the  trial,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  motion 
he  was  willing  to  agree  that  there  was  some  goodwill. 

Mr.  Martelli  argued  that  the  .wording  of  the  agree- 
ment was  clearly  opposed  to  the  defendant's  interpreta- 
tion. It  was  obviously  drawn  up  to  protect  Mr.  Eastes 
after  Mr.  Rues  left  his  employment,  and  the  agreement 
covered  all  the  defendant's  working  time  up  to  7  p.m. 

Mr.  Homer,  in  reply,  said  that  London  was  necessarily 
the  centre  of  such  a  business  as  the  one  irr  question. 
Clients  came  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  consult 
such  a  pathologist,  and  London  was  the  only  place  in 
England  where  the  business  could  be  carried  on.  Was 
defendant  to  be  prevented,  pending  the  trial  of  the  action, 
from  getting  a  living  in  the  only  way  he  knew  how  ? 
His  client  would  undertake  to  keep  proper  accounts  pend- 
ing the  trial,  and  would  do  all  he  could  to  facilitate  an 
early  hearing  of  all  matters  in  dispute. 

On  this  understanding  Mr.  Martelli  said  he  would  not 
press  the  motion  for  an  interim  injunction. 

His  Lordship  said  in  those  circumstances  it  would  be 
better  that  he  expressed  no  view.  The  parties  would 
have  liberty  to  apply  to  advance  the  hearing  of  the  action. 
Stevens'  Constjmption-ctjre. 
Mr.  Justice  Sargant,  sitting  in  the  Chancery  Division, 
had  before  him  on  March  14  a  motion  in  the  action  of 
Latham  v.  C.  H.  Stevens  and  C.  H.  Stevens  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
32  The  Broadway,  Wimbledon. 

Mr.  Romer,  K.C.,  for  the  plaintiff  (Dr.  Arthur  Latham, 
of  38  Portland  Place,  W.),  said  the  motion  was  in  an 
action  against  Mr.  Stevens,  who  claimed  to  have  dis- 
covered a  cure  for  consumption.  Whether  he  had  or  not 
was  a  matter  which  had  been  investigated  in  an  action 
brought  by  Stevens  last  October  against  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the  jury 
disagreed.  Dr.  Latham  was  seeking  to  obtain  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  defendants  from  publishing  a  certifi- 
cate dated  January  1,  1912,  relating  to  one  A.  G.  Hodgson 
and  signed  by  the  plaintiff  (Dr.  Latham),  and  from  repre- 
senting that  the  plaintiff  had  given  the  certificate  in  rela- 
tion to  an  alleged  cure  for  consumption  the  property  of 
the  defendants  or  one  of  them.  C.  H.  Stevens  &  Co.  were 
a  company  to  whom  Mr.  Stevens  had  apparently  assigned 
the  benefit  of  his  alleged  cure,  and  who  were  engaged  in 
advertising  the  cure  very  extensively.  Of  that  company 
Mr.  Stevens  was  the  managing  director.  Counsel  went  on  to 
state  that  the  certificate  had  been  obtained  from  the  plaintiff 
by  a  trick.  In  December  1911  a  gentleman  named  Hodgson 
had  written  to  Dr.  Latham  stating  that  he  had  formerly 
suffered  from  consumption,  but  that  for  the  last  few 
months  his  cough  had  entirely  ceased.  Notwithstanding 
that  fact,  his  friends  still  regarded  him  as  an  object  of 
suspicion  from  contagion,  and  he  therefore  applied  to 
Dr.  Latham  for  a  certificate  to  the'effect  that  he  was  no 
longer  a  source  of  infection,  as  he  desired  to  show  the 
certificate  casually  to  his  acquaintances  to  reassure  them 
on  the  matter.  Dr.  Latham  examined  Mr.  Hodgson,  and 
as  a  result  of  his  examination  found  that  the  sputum  con- 
tained nothing  of  the  seeds  of  consumption,  and  accordingly 
he  granted  him  the  certificate  desired  on  January  1,  1912. 
At  the  trial  of  the  libel  action,  against  the  British  Medical 
Association  Hodgson  gave  evidence,  and  from  the  evidence 
and  that  of  Mr.,  Stevens  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Stevens  had 
suggested -;the  idea  of,  going  to -Dr.-  Latham,  and  had  paid 
him  money  for  the  fees  and:'  certificate.  The  object  of  all 
that  was  now  apparent, ,  and  in  various  newspapers  there 
appeared  among  the  pdvertisements  of  cases  cured  that 
if  Mr.  ■  Hodgson.  Counsel  produced  copies  of  the 
"  Weekly  Dispatch  "  and  "  Reynolds'  Newspaper  "  contain- 
ing; the  advertisement  in  question.    Dr. 'Latham,  continued 


counsel,  is  one  of  the  most  celebrated  specialists  in  con- 
sumption, and  he  was  apprehensive  that  people  seeing  the 
advertisements  might  conclude  that  he  had  been  asked  to 
certify  as  to  a  case  of  cure  by  the  Stevens'  remedy,  and 
that  he  had  given  the  certificate  as  an  advertisement. 

Counsel  then  put  in  an  affidavit  of  Dr.  Latham  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion,  which  stated  that  plaintiff  had  no  in- 
tention, especially  in  view  of  the  present  state  of  medical 
opinion  on  the  subject,  of  giving  the  certificate  for  any 
such  purpose.  The  publication,  moreover,  was  in  breach 
of  confidence,  and  also  an  infringement  of  Dr.  Latham's 
copyright  in  his  own  letter,  which,  under  the  new  Act, 
does  not  require  registration. 

Mr.  Tomlin,  for  the  defendants,  said  defendants  had 
ceased  to  publish  the  advertisement  in  question,  and  only 
desired  to  do  what  was  right  in  the  case.  His  clients 
would  give  an  undertaking  not  to  repeat  the  advertise- 
ments. At  the  same  time  he  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
certificate  was  not  obtained  by  a  trick,  because  it  had  been 
expressly  given  so  that  plaintiff  might  flourish  it  about 
in  the  face  of  his  acquaintances. 

His  Lordship  :  It  was  nevertheless  a  confidential  docu- 
ment. 

In  the  result  his  Lordship  said  that  as  the  parties  had 
agreed  to  treat  the  motion  as  the  trial  of  the  action,  he 
would  express  no  opinion  as  to  the  merits ;  but  in  his- 
opinion  the  defendants  had  wisely  consented  to  the  in- 
junction and  to  pay  all  costs. 

A  perpetual  injunction  with  all  costs  of  the  motion.' 
against  the  defendants  was  accordingly  granted. 
The  Soap  Patent  Action. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Tuesday,  March  18,  MY. 
Justice  Neville  delivered  his  reserved  judgment  in  the- 
action  brought  by  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Warring- 
ton, against  the  Techno-Chemical  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  and 
Nils  Testrup,    London.    The  real  contest  was  between. 
Brunner,   Mond  &   Co.,   Ltd.,   and   Lever  Bros.,  Ltd. 
Plaintiffs  sought  an  injunction  restraining  an  alleged  in- 
fringement of  their  patent  1515  of  January  2,  1903,  granted 
to  Dr.  Wilhelm  Normann,  of  Westphalia,  for  a  method, 
of   solidifying  and  removing  the  offensive  smell  from, 
whale  and  other  oils  for  the  manufacture  of  soap,  mar- 
garine, candles,  etc.    The  defendants  denied  infringement,, 
and  set  up  the  usual  defences  of  common  knowledge  and 
prior  publication ;  but  the  real  fight  turned  upon  the 
sufficiency  of  the  specification,  the  defendants  contending . 
that  the  results  claimed  could  not  be  obtained  by  following, 
the  directions  given  therein,  but  only  by  means  of  a  secret 
process  known  solely  to  the  plaintiffs.      In  delivering 
judgment  in  favour  of  the   defendants'  contention  his= 
Lordship  commented  upon  the  functions  of  expert  wit- 
nesses in  patent  actions,  saying  that  there  is  in  regard  to. 
the  admissibility  of  evidence  no  distinction  between  patent 
actions  and  other  actions.    It  is  not  competent  in  any 
action  for  witnesses  to  express  their  opinion  upon  any  of.' 
the  issues,  whether  of  law  or  fact,  which  the  Court  or  a 
jury  has  to  determine.    While  he  admitted  that  expert 
evidence  in  patent  cases  is  essential,  he  stated  that  an 
examination  of  such  evidence  for  the  past  twenty  years: 
shows  that  nine-tenths  of  it  is  devoted  to  questions  which  . 
either  openly  or  under  more  or  less  skilful  disguise  are  • 
directed  to  eliciting  the  opinion  of  the  witnesses  upon  one 
or  other  of  the  issues  in  the  case,  or  the  construction  of" 
documents  relied  upon.    The  amount  of  time  wasted  by 
this  irregular  method  of  trying  patent  actions  must  in  the- 
aggregate  be  fabulous.  His  Lordship  proceeded  to  examine- 
Normann's  specification,  which  stated  : 

"  The  property  of  finely  divided  platinum  to  exercise  a. 
catalytic  action  with  hydrogen,  as  it  does  with  oxygen,, 
is  already  known.  .  .  .  Recently,  Sabatier  and  Senderens- 
have  discovered  that  other  finely  divided  metals  will,  also- 
exercise  a  catalytic  effect  on  hydrogen — viz.,  iron,  cobalt,, 
copper,  and  especially  nickel.  By  causing  acetylene, 
ethylene,  or  benzene  vapour  in  mixture  with  hydrogen  to- 
pass  over  one  of  the  said  metals,  the  said  investigators- 
obtained  from  the  unsaturated  hydrocarbons  saturated  hydro- 
carbons, partly  with '  simultaneous  condensation.  I  have- 
found  that  it  is  easy  to  convert  by  this  catalytic  method 
unsaturated  fatty  acids  into  saturated  acids  "  His  .claim 
was  in  respect  to  "  the  process  for  converting  unsaturated 
fatty  acids  or  their  glyceridcs  into  saturated  compounds,, 
which  consists  in  treating  the  said  fatty  bodies  with  hydrogen 
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iin  the  presence  of  a  finely  -divided  metal  adapted  to  act  as 
-na  catalyser." 

Jn  respect  to  this  his  Lordship  said  : 

I  come  to  the  conclusion  upon  the  evidence  that  Nor- 
maan's  process  will  not  produce  the  result  he  claims  for  it 
unless  the  fine  nickel  powder  is  obtained  in  a  special  manner 
not  indicated  by  the  specification,  or  unless  a  very  strong 
■  current  of  hydrogen  is  used  with  the  addition  of  mechanical 
stirring,  or  some  other  special  device  is  resorted  to.  The 
.possible  effect  of  violent  agitation  in  keeping  the  surface  of 
the  catalyst  free  from  tne  poison  of  the  oil  is  pointed 
out  by  Mr.  Bailantyne.  No  hint  of  such  a  necessity  is  to 
be  found  in  the  specification,  and  I  think  the  hypothetical 
chemist  was  entitled  to  suppose  that  the  process  described 
in  the  specification  was  sufficient  to  effect  its  purpose,  and, 
having  applied  that  process  and  failed  to  produce  the  re- 
sult, was  entitled  to  consider  himself  misinformed,  without 
resorting  to  experiment  to  see  in  what  manner  the  directions 
.failed.  The  discovery  was  entirely  new  and  contrary  to 
.anticipation,  and  the  process  described  by  Normann,  for  all 
that  was  generally  known  on  the  subject,  might  very  well 
have  been  sufficient.  There  was  no  reason  to  presume  any 
necessity  to  add  to  the  directions  he  gave  from  the  stock 
•of  common  knowledge.  What  appears  to  me  very  strong 
confirmation  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  specification  is  to  be 
•found  in  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Lewkowitsch,  a  great  authority 
•on  the  subject.  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  had  endeavoured  himself 
to  obtain  the  saturation  of  oleic  acid  by  the  use  of  nickel 
as  a  catalyst,  and  had  failed.  He  afterwards  became 
acquainted  with  Normann's  specification,  and  tried  a  further 
series  of  experiments  with  no  greater  success.  He  had 
obtained  his  catalyst  from  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  nickel. 
He  afterwards  read  some  further  papers  by  Sabatier,  pub- 
lished in  1905,  recommending,  among  other  things, "  the 
use  of  nitrate  in  place  of  sulphate  of  nickel,  and  pointing 
•out  that  nickel  lost  its  catalytic  properties  if  exposed  to  too 
high  a  temperature.  With  these  hints  Dr.  Lewkowitsch 
recommenced  his  experiments,  and  after  several  years  suc- 
ceeded in  solving  the  problem.  If  Normann  had'  invented 
the  hydrogenation  of  oleic  acid  by  help  of  a  nickel  catalyst, 
and  had  given  sufficient  information  in  the  instance  stated 
to  ensure  success,  then  I  think  he  could  rightly  claim  all 
-other  ways  of  arriving  at  the  result;  but  here  he  claims  to 
have  invented  a  method  of  obtaining  hydrogenation  of  all 
unsaturated  fatty  acids  and  their  glycerides,  and  if  his 
method  fails  in  any  one  case  I  think  his  patent  would  be 
bad.  Moreover,  he  claims  to  be  able  to  secure  the  result 
by  the  use  of  finely  divided  platinum,  iron,  cobalt,  and 
copper  as  well  as  nickel,  and  if"  the  use  of  any  one  of  these 
catalysts  is  fatal  to  his  process,  I  think  his  patent  is  bad. 
Both  Dr.  Liebmann  and  Dr.  Passmore,  when  seeking  to 
demonstrate  that  catalysts  prepared  in  a  manner  similar 
to  that  adopted  by  the  defendants'  witnesses  could  be  used, 
not  only  in  all  cases  resort  to  stirring,  but  use  a  much 
larger  current  of  hydrogen  than  that  used  in  previous 
experiments.  Having  heard  the  evidence  upon  the  point, 
1  will  add  that,  c>u!d  Normann's  patent  nave  stood,  in 
my  judgment  the  defendants  wo'ild  have  infr;n<red  it. 

His  Lordship  therefore  held  that  the  plaintiffs'  action 
"failed,  and  dismissed  it  with  costs. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre. 
At  Campden  last  week,  Milton  Bros.,  Blockley.  were 
fined  10s.,  and  costs,  for  selling  sweet  spirits  of  nitre 
-which  was  certified  to  be  74.3  per  cent,  deficient  in  ethyl 
nitrite.  A  similar  fine  with  costs  was  imposed  on  Win. 
Joyner,  Blockley,  for  selling  spirit  59.5  per  cent,  deficient 
in  ethyl  nitrite. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 

An  Insurance  Act  Arrangement. 

At  Newport  (Mon.)  County  Court,  before  Judge  Hill 
Kelly,  on  March  13,  H.  Summers,  restaurant-house 
keeper,  Cwmbran,  was  sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  the  recovery  of  51.  as  a  penalty  incurred  by 
the  sale  of  red  precipitate,  a  scheduled  poison. 

Mr.  A.  Parsons,  barrister,  appeared  for  the  Society, 
and  said  that  following  complaints  a  certain  article  was 
purchased  from  a  man  in  the  shop  (not  defendant).  It 
was  red  precipitate  powder  bearing  the  label,  "  H.  Sum- 
mers, red  precipitate  powder.  Poison." 

Mrs.  Gillett,  Cardiff,  deposed  to  purchasing  the  red 
precipitate,  which  was  marked  "  Poison."  It  was  served 
in  defendant's  presence.  She  saw  a  paper  in  the  window 
bearing  the  name,  "J.  McDonald,  qualified  chemist." 

Defendant  admitted  that  he  was  not  qualified.  He 
kept  the  place  as  a  restaurant  and  for  the  sale  of  patent 


medicines  and  photographic  goods.  A  Mr.  McDonald, 
who  was  a  duly  qualified  chemist,  wished  to  dispense 
Insurance  Act  prescriptions  in  the  evenings,  and  made 
an  arrangement'  to  use  the  shop  for  that  purpose.  The 
purchase  of  the  precipitate  powder  took  place  on  the 
lirst  day,  and  as  his  (McDonald's)  own  labels  had  not 
arrived  he  used  defendant's. 

His  Honour  told  defendant  the  facts  were  all  against 
him,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  51.  penalty,  observing 
lo  Mr.  Parsons.  "  Under  the  circumstances,  Mr.  Parsons, 
1  suppose  you  won't  ask  for  costs  ?  " 

Mr.  Parsons  :  Well,  your  Honour,  I  am  acting  for  an 
iron  society  which  has  no  soul,  and  I  am  not  only  in- 
structed to  ask  for  costs,  but  for  the  return  of  the  red 
precipitate. 

The  Jud;ge  :  Well,  if  you  ask  for  it,  you  must  have  it. 
Defendant  asked  for  time  to  pay,  and  an  order  for 
payment  by  instalments  of  21.  monthly  was  made. 


Creditors'  Meeting. 

A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  David  John  Lewis,  chemist, 
who  carried  on  business  at  133  Clifton  Street,  Cardiff, 
and  resided  at  14  Oakfield  Street,  was  held  at  the 
offices  of  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Dovey  on  March  17. 
The  statement  of  affairs  showed  liabilities  amounting 
to  332/.  17s.  3<Z.  due  to  seventy-nine  unsecured  trade 
creditors.  Fully  secured  creditors  amounted  to  220/.. 
the  securities  deposited  being  valued  at  270/.,  while  partly 
secured  creditors  amounted  to  849/.  14s.  5(7.,  the  estimated 
value  of  the  securities  being  550/.,  leaving  a  balance  of 
299/.  14s.  5d.  to  rank  for  dividend.  The  assets  consisted 
of  stock  in  trade  valued  at  cost  230/.  Bs.  Id.,  and  estimated 
to  realise  172/.  13s,  Wd.  ;  fixtures,  etc.,  49/.  7s.  6(7.  ;  house- 
hold furniture,  135/.  Is.  ;  book-debts,  22/.  3s.  3-2(7.,  estimated 
to  realise  10/.,  which,  with  the  surplus  from  the  fully  secured 
creditors,  made  a  total  cf  417/.  2s.  4<Z.  Preferential  claims 
amounted  to  29/.,  and  the  deficiency  was  244/.  9s.  4<Z.  It  was 
stated  that  debtor  commenced  business  twenty-one  years  ago. 
It  was  resolved  that  the  debtor  execute  a  deed  of  inspector- 
ship in  favour  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Dovey,  to  secure  a  composition 
of  10s.  in  the  pound,  payable  by  wcek'y  contributions  of 
3/.,  and  in  default  of  three  weekly  instalments  the  trustees 
to  be  at  liberty  to  take  possession  and  realise.  It  was 
further  resolved  that  a  committee  cf  inspection  be  ap- 
pointed consisting  of  Mr.  R.  Sharrah,  cf  TV>e  British  Drug 
Houses,  Ltd.,  Mr.  Henry  Collins,  and  Mr.  William  Mitchell, 
to  advise  the  trustee  on  the  realisation,  etc.  The  following 
are  the  chief  creditors:  Avrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd, 
23/.  7«s  id.  :  The  British  Drur  Horses.  Ltd..  37/.  17s.  U. ; 
Breidenbach  &  Co..  12'.  19s.  4(7.  ;  Cuxson,  Gerrard  Co., 
6/.  14s/:  CuDa!,  Ltd.;  11.  If*;  Ca'mwal.  "157..  9s.  bd.;  Heath 
Bros  .  12/.  7s.  ;  Iron  -Te'loids.  57.  3s.  :  Matthews  &  Wilson. 
51.  8s,  6(7  ;  John  Richaivlson  k  Co.  (Le*ceste>r).  Ltd., 
5/.  8s.  10(7.  :  Virolia  Co  .  Ltd.,  12/.  17s.  3(7.  :  Wilkinson 
Printing-works,  57.  4s.  lid. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  snould  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 

Dr.  Charles  Symes,  of  Liverpool,  completes  thirty-two 
years'  service  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  May,  and 
is  not  seeking  re-election.  Mr.  L.  Moreton  Parry  is  being 
nominated  to  succeed  him. 

Mr.  Charles  Edward  Fox,  Ph  C.  (Chiirman-  of  the 
Water  Examination  Committee,  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works)  and  Mrs.  Fox  were  presented  to  the  King  and 
Queen  at  the  opening  of  the  new  reservoir  at  Chingford 
on'  March  15. 

Mr.  John  Whitfield,  Ph.C.  F.C.S.,  113  Westborough, 
Scarborough,  publishes  in  the  "Scarborough  Mercury" 
for  March  14  notes  on  his  "  Jubilee  End  Retrospect."  He 
says  he  may. now  claim  the  leisure  due. to  him,  but  it  will 
still  be  his  pleasure  to  put  in  a  daily  appearance  at  his 
pharmacy  conducted  bv  himself  and  his  son. 

Master  Ronald  Lambert  Parry,  son  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry, 
B.Sc,  has  taken  the  senior  mathematical  scholarship  at 
Rossall.  It  is  tenable  for  five  years.  Last  year  he  took 
the  junior  scholarship,  to  the  great  delight  of  his  grand- 
father, the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Lambert,,  and  it  is  a  curious 
coincidence  that  he  was  awarded  the  senior  one  on  the 
day  of  Mr.  Lambert's  death. 
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GAZETTE. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Scott,  A.  T.,  and  Sarjeant,  J.  F.,  Parkhurst  Road,  Hol- 
loway,  surgeons  and  apothecaries,  under  the  style  of 
Scott  &  Sarjeant. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Sang,  J.  E.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  doctor  of  medicine. 


Additions  to  the  Poisons  Schedule. 

(From  the  "  London  Gazette,"  March  Uh  1913.) 
At  the  Council  Chamber,   Whitehall,  the  12th   day  of 
March,  1913. 

By  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council. 
PRESENT, 
Lord  President. 
Mr.  Secretary  McKenna. 
Mr.  McKinnbn  Wood. 

TTT7"HEREAS  by  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act',  1868,  it 
VV  is  enacted  that  the  several  Articles  named  or  described 
in  the  k,o..mj.i  (it)  ro  cnat  Act  shall  be  deemed  poisons 
within  the  meaning-  of  that  Act,  and  that  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  may  from  time 
to  time,  by  Resolution,  declare  that  any  article  in  such 
Resolution  named  ought  to  be  deemed  a  poison  within  the 
meaning  of  that  Act,  and  that  thereupon  the  said  Society 
shall  submit  the  same  for  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
and  that  if  such  approval  shall  be  given,  then  such  Resolu- 
tion and  approval  shall  be  advertised  in  the  "  London 
Gazette  "  ;  and,  on  the  expiration  of  one  month  from  such 
advertisement,  the  article  named  in  such  Resolution  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  that  Act. 
And  whereas  by  Section  1  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1908,  it  is  enacted  that  Schedule  (A)  to  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  be  repealed  and  the  Schedule  to  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  substituted  therefor,  and  that  the 
said  last-named  Schedule  may  be  amended  by  adding 
thereto  or  removing  therefrom  any  article,  or  transferring 
any  article  from  one  part  of  the  said  Schedule  to  the 
other  in  the  manner  provided  by  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  for  adding  to  the  list  of  articles  deemed  to  be 
poisons  within  the  meaning  of  that  Act. 

And  whereas  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  did,  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1913,  by 
virtue  and  in  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them,  by 
Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  modified  by  Sec- 
tion 1  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  resolve  and 
declare  as  follows  : 

(a)  That  "  Sulphonal  "  be  removed  from  Part  II.  of 
the  Schedule  to  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and 
that  "  Sulnhonal  and  its  homologues,  whether  described  as 
Trional,  Tetronal,  or  by  any  other  trade  name,  mark,  or 
designation,"  be  substituted  therefor. 

(b)  That  "  Diethyl-Barbituric  Acid  and  other  alkyl, 
aryl,  or  metallic  derivatives  of  Barbituric  Acid,  whether 
described  as  Veronal,  Prooonal,  Medinal,  or  by  any  other 
trade  name,  mark,  or  designation :  and  all  poisonous 
Urethanes  and  Ureides,"  ought  to  be  deemed  poisons 
within  the  meaning-  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended 
by  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and  ought  to  be 
deemed  Poisons  in  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule  of  Poisons  to 
that  Act. 

And,  whereas  the  said  Society  have  submitted  their  Resolu- 
tion for  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  Lords  of 
the  Privy  Council  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Resolution 
should  be  approved  : 

Now,  therefore,  their  Lordships  are  hereby  pleased  to 
signify  their  approval  of  the  said  Resolution. 

Almeric  FitzRoy. 


DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT,, 


Holmes,  Stanley  Phillips,  10  Rock  Point  Avenue,  New 
Brighton,  and  Bphralm  Tones,  I  Ladywood  Road,  Seacombe, 
trading  at  30  Thomas  Street.  Liverpool,  as  S.  P.  Holmes  & 
Co.,  Essence  and  Colour  Manufacturers. — Trustee:  G.  A. 
Pruddah,  41  North  John  Street,  Liverpool,  C.A.  Dated, 
March  6;  filed,  March  10.  Liabilities  unsecured,  387i.  ; 
■estimated  net  assets,  106?.  The  creditors  include  Berenger 
Freres  (15?.). 

Gynon,  Charles  Edward  Jenkins,  13  James  Street 
and  4  King's  Road,  Harrogate,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — 


Trustee :  R.  Peveler,  I.A.,  1  Princes  Street,  Harrogate.. 
Dated,  March  8 ;  filed,  March  15.  Secured  creditors,  582?.  ; 
liabilities  unsecured,  1,753?. ;  estimated  net  assets,  2,172?. 
Among  the  creditors  are  J.  and  E.  Atkinson,  Ltd.  (17?.)  ; 
Burge,  Warren  &  Ridgley,  Ltd.  (10?.) ;  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co., 
Ltd.  (20?.);  The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.  (58?.);  Bronnley 
&  Co.  (15?.);  F.  S.  Cleaver  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (17?.):  Thomas 
Christv  &  Co.  (13?.);  Houghtons,  Ltd.  (13?.);  W.  Martin- 
dale  (10?.) ;  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  (84?.) ;  Meggeson  &  Co., 
Ltd.  (22?.);  L.  T.  Piver  &  Co.  (16?.);  R.  J.  Reuter  (20?.): 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.  (68?.);  Warrick  Bros.,. 
Ltd.  (17?.)  :  Blackwell,  Hayes  &  Co.  (91?.) ;  E.  S.  and  A. 
Robinson  (12?.)  ;  Anglo-American  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  Ltd. 
(15?.) ;  Camwal,  Ltd.  (33?.)  ;  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.  (48?.) : 
Harston  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (13?.)  ;  Revnolds  &  Branson,  Ltd.  (35?.) : 
H.  Sharp  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (16?.)  ;  Schweppes.  Ltd.  (16?.)  ;  Evans- 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  (18?.) ;  J.  H.  Haywood,  Ltd. 
(10?.);  Raimes  &  Co.  (68?.);  York  Glass  Co.,  Ltd.  (59?.). 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning:  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Seamless  Rubber  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000?.,  in  1?.. 
shares.  P.  Hartmann,  5-6  Kinghorn  Street,  London,  E.C.,. 
is  the  first  director. 

Abertillery  Pitch  and  Benzol  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital 
30,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  The  first  directors  are  H.  C.  Rolfe,. 
B.  D.  Holroyd,  W.  Thomas,  and  A.  C.  Lancaster. 

James  V.  Moore,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business -of  chemists,  druggists,, 
opticians,  etc.  The  first  directors  are  F.  P.  Wood  and  J.  V. 
Moore.    R.O.,  30  London  Road,  Stockton  Heath,  Cheshire. 

Standard  Chemical  Products  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Regis- 
tered in  Edinburgh.  Capital  3,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  carry  on  experimental  and  practical  chemical  work.  The 
first  directors  are  W.  H.  Coleman,  Q.  Moore,  D.  Shields, 
and  T.  Ramsay. 

David  Willox,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Registered  in  Edinburgh. 
Capital  4,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemical  manufacturers  and  drysalters.  The- 
first  directors  are  D.  Willox  and  J.  Willox.  R.O.,  270  West- 
muir  Street,  Glasgow. 

Plowden's  Drug-stores,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  200?.,  in. 
1?.  shares.  The  first  subscribers  are  Frederica  Plowden, 
Mrs.  B.  A.  Mason,  Miss  M.  M.  Mason,  and  A.  H.  Mason,, 
drug-merchant,  the  last-named  being  the  first  director. 
R.O.,  19  Jordan  Place,  Walham  Green.  London,  S.W. 

Thompson  &  Aitken,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  5,000?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  drysalters 
and  indigo  and  shellac  merchants  carried  on  by  C.  W. 
Thompson  and  S.  Aitken  as  :'  Thompson  &  Aitken,  at 
4  Hopwood  Avenue,  Manchester.  The  subscribers  and' 
first  directors  are  C.  W.  Thompson  and  S.  Aitken. 

Eastern- Supplies,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500?.,  in  2s.  shares.. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  dealers  in  crude, 
medical,  and  technical  drugs,  essential  and  animal  oils  and' 
products,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  H.  C.  Merrew,  C.A., 
and  K.  R.  Bradley,  clerk.  R.O.,  80  Finsbury  Pavement, 
London,  E.C 

Delmore  Syndicate,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  5,000?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  turn  to  account  certain 
inventions  and  processes  relating  to  the  deglycerination, 
acidification,  distillation,  and  deodorisation  of  oils,  fats., 
grease,  and  other  substances.  R.O.,  Warnford  Court, 
London,  E.C. 

Massingham's,  Ltd.  (P.C).— Capital  500?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  drug-stores  carried' 
on 'by  H.  Massingham  at  34c  Green  Street,  Bethnal  Green, 
London,  N.E.  The  first  directors  are  G.  Gange.  H.  Mas- 
singham, and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Massingham.  R.O.,  34c  Green- 
Street,  Bethnal  Green,  N.E. 

Broadway  Institute,  Ltd.  (P.C).  Camtal  100?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  G.  Morris, 
to  carry  on  the  business  hitherto  carried  on  by  him  at  Toot- 
ing, Surrey,  and  to  manufacture  and  fit  artificial  teeth,  etc. 
The  first  directors  are  W.  G.  Morris  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Morris. 
R.O.,  6  Defoe  Road,  Tooting. 

Cheetham's  (Cash  Chemists),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500?.. 
in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druegists,  oil  and  colour  men.  etc.  The  subscribers  are- 
S.  H"  Cheetham,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Cheetham,  and  G.  S.  Dean. 
S  H.  Cheetham  signs  documents  as  "  director."  R.O.,. 
144  Whitworth  Road,  Rochdale. 
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Pebcy  Stevens  (Bristol),  Ltd.  (P.C.)-—  Capital  200/.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing, wholesale,  and  retail  pharmaceutical  and  analytical 
chemists  and  druggists,  etc.  The  subscribers  and  first 
directors  are  P.  A.  Stevens,  355  Two  Mile  Hill,  Bristol, 
drug-store  proprietor;  Mrs.  E.  Stevens;  and  P.  Hall, 
chemist. 

George  Leaves,  Ltd.  (P.O.). — Capital  J,015Z.  Objects:  To 
acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  11  Vicarage  Place,  Wal- 
sall, as  "  Leaver's  Herbal  Stores,"  together  with  the  re- 
cipes, etc.,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  G.  T.  Buxton, 
R.  Bonnett,  and  E.  W.  Kirby,  who  are  the  subscribers  and 
first  directors.    R.O.,  11  Vicarage  Place,  Walsall. 


Company  News. 

A.  AND  F.  Peaes,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  resolved  to 
declare  an  interim  dividend  for  the  six  months  ended  Decem- 
ber 31  last  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent, 
per  annum  (less  income-tax). 

Vidal  Dyes  Syndicate. — Meetings  of  the  creditors  and 
contributories  of  the  Vidal  Dyes  Syndicate,  Ltd.,  30  Victoria 
Street,  Westminster,  S.W.,  Millwall,  E.,  and  elsewhere, 
were  held  at  the  Board  of  Trade  Offices,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
,W.C,  on  March  18,  when  accounts  were  presented  showing 
unsecured  liabilities  15,032/.  and  debenture-holders'  claims 
77,625/.,  assets  valued  at  3,020/.,  and  a  deficiency  of  143,637/. 
as  regarded  contributoiies.  The  failure  of  the  company  is 
attributed  to  the  infringement  of  the  company's  patents 
and  the  company's  inability  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
English  patent  when  contested.  The  liquidation  was  left 
n  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver. 

Weight,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd. — The  annual  report  of 
the  directors  for  1912  states  that  the  year's  trading  proved 
satisfactory.  The  sales  in  both  departments  (drugs  and  soap) 
were  records,  and  the  net  profits  favourable,  considering  the 
abnormally  high  prices  of  primary  materials  in  the  dru_ 
perfumery,  and  soap  trades.  The  accounts  show  that,  after 
providing  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts  and  for  depreciation 
there  is  a  trading  profit  of  14,898/.  lis.  4d.,  as  against 
,14,4112.  10s.  Id.  in  1911.  Adding  651/.  6s.  4d.  brought  for 
ward,  there  remains  to  the  credit  of  profit-and-loss 
15,549?.  17s.  8<Z.  From  this  amount  the  following  appropria 
tions  have  been  made  :  Dividend  of  6  per  cent,  on  prefer 
ence  shares,  less  income-tax  5,0852. ;  interim  dividends  of 
6  per  cent,  on  ordinary  shares,  less  income-tax  2,542/.  10s. ; 
directors'  fees  and  special  remunerations,  3,700/. ;  income- 
tax,  658/.  Os.  Id.  ;  making  a  total  of  11,985/.  10s.  Id.,  and 
leaving  a  balance  of  3,564/.  7s.  Id.  From  this  amount  a 
further  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  less 
income-tax,  is  recommended,  making  10  per  cent,  for  the 
year,  absorbing  1,695/.,  placing  1,500/.  to  reserve,  and  leav 
ing  3692.  7s.  Id.  to  be  carried  forward.  Mr.  E.  B.  Layman 
is  the  retiring  director,  and  offers  himself  for  re-election. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting 
was  held  on  March  14,  at  1.30  p.m.,  at  56  Hanover  Street, 
Liverpool.  Mr.  J.  J.  Evans  presided,  and  in  moving  the  adop- 
tion of  the  directors'  report,  profit-and-loss  account,  and 
balance-sheet  (see  C.  &  D.,  March  15,  index  folio  414),  said 
the  profit  this  year  was  not  as  good  as  the  previous  year, 
although  the  volume  of  business  had  been  greater.  He 
explained  the  exceptional  circumstances,  chiefly  the  coal 
strike  and  the  cold,  wet  summer  and  mild  winter,  which 
affected  the  sales  of  specialities.  Since  the  turn  of  the  year 
the  company  has  been  exceptionally  busy.  In  looking  for- 
ward to  the  future  he  did  not  think  their  reputation  was 
ever  better  than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  both  at  homo  and 
abroad.  He  paid  a  compliment  to  the  staff,  and  referred 
to  Sir  Edward  Evans's  Presidency  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Evans's  contribution 
on  the  cultivation  of  drugs.  The  motion  was  seconded 
and  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  John  N.  Evans,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Webb,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Evans  were  re-elected  directors,  and 
Messrs.  Chalmers,  Wade  &  Co.  were  reappointed  auditors. — 
In  the  afternoon  a  conference  of  the  directors,  representa- 
tives, and  heads  of  departments  was  held  at  the  Reform 
Club,  Liverpool,  and  in  the  evening  a  dinner  was  given. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Evans  presided,  and  was  supported  bv  Sir 
Edward  Evans,  Messrs.  E.  A.  Webb,  W.  P.  Evans,  J.  H.  E. 
Evans,  T.  E.  Lescher,  J.  N.  Evans,  K.  W.  E.  Evans,  and 
the  Secretary.  Among  the  guests  were  Mrs.  J.  J.  Evans, 
Lady  Aston  Webb,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dixon  (managing  director  of 
the  Fine  Cotton  Spinners'  Association,  Ltd.),  Mr.  Edward 
Rae,  Mr.  H.  E.  Abbott,  F.C.A.,  and  Mr.  S.  Castle.  The 
usual  loyal  toasts  were  honoured.  "  The  Company  "  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Dixon,  the  Chairman  replying.  Sir 
Edward  Evans  proposed  "  The  Staff,"  Mr.  J.  MeCaie  and 
Mr.  S.  R.  Hancock  replying;  and  the  visitors  and  the 
ladies  were  also  toasted. 


DEATHS. 


Billings. — In  New  York,  on  March  11,  Colonel  John 
Shaw  Billings,  M.D.,  aged  seventy-six.  Dr.  Billings 
began  his  career  as  an  assistant-surgeon  in  the  American 
Civil  War,  and  afterwards  became  curator  of  the  Army 
Medical  Museum  and  Library.  Under  his  regime  the 
library  became  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  of 
medical  works  in  existence,  the  catalogue  system  being 
also  a  well-known  feature.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
book  on  ventilation  and  heating,  and  edited  the 
"  National  Medical  Dictionary,"  which  is  a  standard 
work. 

Brunton. — At  South  Wimbledon,  London,  S.W.,  on 
March  6,  Mr.  William  Walker  Brunton,  chemist  and 
druggist,  32  Evelyn  Road,  South  Wimbledon,  S.W.  Mr. 
Brunton  qualified  in  1871,  and  was  in  business  at  240  Earl's 
Court  Road,  S.W. 

Daniel. — At  Forest  Hill,  London,  S.E.,  on  March  17, 
Mr.  William  Lewis  Daniel,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
seventy-five.  Mr.  Daniel  was  a  native  of  Carmarthen,  and 
was  apprenticed  at  Birmingham  with  Messrs.  Southall. 
He  afterwards  purchased  a  chemist's  business  in  High 
Street,  Merthyr.  He  acted  for  many  years  as  chairman 
of  the  Merthyr  School  Board,  and  filled  many  other 
public  positions,  being  a  governor  of  the  Merthyr  General 
Hospital,  of  the  Cardiff  University  College,  and  the 
Brecon  Memorial  College.  Upon  the  passing  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act  of  1883,  he  was  appointed  the  first  official 
receiver  for  the  Merthyr  and  Pontypridd  district.  He 
was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  Borough.  He  had 
a  great  reputation  as  a  public  speaker.  He  leaves  behind 
him  several  married  sons,  but  his  wife  predeceased  him. 

Drewery. — At  Stonyhurst,  York  Road  Circus,  Leeds, 
on  March  17,  Mr.  James  Drewery,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  eighty-two.  Until  quite  recently,  when  the  Leeds 
Corporation  cleared  away  the  property,  Mr.  Drewery 
carried  on  at  Quarry  Hill  a  business  established  by  his 
father  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago.  Mrs.  Drewery  survives 
him. 

Frankenstein. — On  March  13,  Mr.  Edward  Nathan 
Frankenstein,  of  1  St.  James's  Terrace,  Regent's  Park, 
London,  N.W.,  and  formerly  of  Messrs.  E.  N.  Franken- 
stein &  Co.,  merchants,  26  Ropemaker  Street,  E.C.,  aged 
seventy-three. 

Lambert. — At  his  residence,  16  Sydney  House,  Bedford 
Park,  London,   W.,  on  March  16,  Mr.  Samuel  Henry 
Lambert,  senior  partner 
of  Messrs.  Samuel  Lam- 
bert &  Co.,  drug  mer- 
chants,     14  Mincing 
Lane,  E.C.,  aged  sixty- 
six    years.      Mr.  Lam- 
bert had  been  ailing  for 
about  a  month,  but  had 
been  at  business  until  a 
week  ago,  when  he  was 
laid  aside  by  an  acute 
pneumonia,    which  was 
followed  by  heart  failure. 
Mr.    Lambert  was  one 
of    the    most  notable 
and     popular  amongst 
Mincing  Lane  drugmen, 
having    been  identified 
with  the  wholesale  drug- 
business     upwards  of 
forty  years.    Indeed,  he 
was  one  of  those  (of  whom  few  are  now  left)  who  attended 
the  drug  auctions  at  Garraway's  Coffee  House  in  Cornhill. 
and  we  have  frequently  heard  him  recall  his  experiences  of 
the  times  when  two  days  were  often  devoted  to  a  drug 
sale.   Mr.  Lambert  commenced  his  business  career  with  the 
now  extinct  firm  of  F.  P.  Puckle  &  Co.,  export  merchants, 
nd  ultimately  became  their  chief  confidential  market  clerk. 
Employed  in  the  same  office  was  the  late  Mr.  Russell  Mor- 
rison,   and   together  they  entered  into  partnership  and 
carried  on  business  together  until  1882,  when  the  partner- 


Me.   Samuel  Lambert. 
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Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  Old  Swan  Lane,  Upper 
Thames  Street,  London,  E.G.,  will  close  from  Thursday 
evening,  March  20,  to  Tuesday  morning,  March  25. 

Messrs.  Sangers,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists'  sun- 
driesmen,  258  Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.,  inform  us  that 
they  will  be  stocktaking  on  Friday,  March  28.  but  business 
will  be  done  as  usual  on  Saturday,  March  29. 

Quinine-tablets. — Messrs.  Howard  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Strat- 
ford, have  issued  a  special  price-list  of  tablets,  pills, 
ovals,  etc.,  made  only  with  Howards'  quinine,  a  copy  of 
which  will  be  sent  to  wholesale  buyers  on  application. 

Window  Displays. — Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney,  Ltd.,  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E.,  in  their 
advertisement  in  this  issue,  call  attention  to  the  window- 
display  scheme  in  connection  with  Wright's  coal-tar  soap. 
There  are  offered  fourteen  cash  prizes,  amounting  to  651., 
the  first  prize  being  251.    Apart  from  the   question  of 


ship  was  dissolved  and  each  commenced  business  on  his  J 
own  account,  Mr.  Lambert  as  Samuel  Lambert  &  Co.,  and  | 
Mr.  Morrison  as  R.  Morrison  &  Co.  Mr.  Lambert  was 
a  keen  buyer  and  a  good  judge  of  crude  drugs,  and  he  built 
up  a  successful  business  with  the  Metropolitan  and  provin- 
cial wholesale  druggists,  with  whom  he  was  persona  grata. 
He  had  been  for  many  years  the  agent  of  the  National 
Aniline  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  Fratelli  de  Pasquale  & 
Co.,  of  Messina.  A  feature  of  his  business  was  his  daily 
market  report,  known  as  the  "Evening  Memo.,"  which, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  offers,  gave  market  "points  "  to 
his  wholesale  buyers.  Few  men  were  more  highly  re- 
spected in  Mincing  Lane  than  Samuel  Lambert,  and  his 
death  is  a  distinct  loss  to  the  commercial  community.  He 
was  always  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in 
trouble,  but  such  deeds  were  done  in -secret.  He  was  a 
keen  yachtsman,  and  for  many  years  had  kept  at 
Southampton,  or  other  southern  port,  a  yawl  on  which  he 
spent  his  week-ends  and  holidays.  He  was  fond  of  the 
sea,  and  when  on  deck  looked  a  born  sailor.  He  leaves 
a  family  of  three  sons  (two  of  whom  are  in  Australia) 
and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Ernest  J.  Parry,  B.Sc.  His  son,  Mr.  R.  Morrison  Lam- 
bert, after  being  trained  in  the  wholesale  drug  trade 
under  the  late  Mr.  Adam  Gibson,  joined  his  father  in 
business,  which  they  have  latterly  carried  on  together, 
and  he  will  continue  it.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Forest 
Hill  on  Wednesday.  The  most  recent  portrait  of  Mr. 
Lambert  is  in  the  group  in  the  drug  showroom  which  we 
reproduced  in  the  C.  &  D.,  February  1,  index  folio  199. 
There  he  stood  to  the  right  of  the  picture  the  first  in 
front  with  catalogues  in  his  hands. 

The  funeral  was  attended  by  Messrs.  R.  M.  Lambert, 
.S.  Lambert,  Ed<?ar  Lambert,  E.  J.  Parry,  W.  J.  Parry, 
H.  A.  Tod.  BnVow  (B.  W.  &  Co.),  Pattinson  (R.  Morrison 
&  Co.),  Charles  Zimmermann.  C.  H.  Bryant,  John  Murdoch, 
Spahn  (F.  Boehm,  Ltd.),  Blasius,  Schulz  (Mangold  &  Co.), 
Cazeau,  Moverly  Sharp,  Guy  Atherton,  and  Taylor,  Roper, 
and  Linton  of  the  office  staff.  Many  others,  who  were 
unable  to  attend  owing  to  the  drug-sales,  sent  flowers. 

Gooch. — At  Dedham.  Essex,  on  March  12,  from  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  Mr.  William  Hobbs  Gooch,  chemist  and 
druggist,  aged  fifty-nine.  Mr.  Gooch,  who  was  the  son 
of  a  veterinary  surgeon,  qualified  in  1877,  and  was  assis- 
tant for  several  years  with  Mr.  Octavius  Corder,  of 
Norwich.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Rastrick, 
chemist,  Woolwich  Common,  in  1880,  and  then  purchased 
the  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  Kirkham  at  Dedham.  Six 
years  later  he  purchased  two  houses,  then  erected 
the  present  business  premises  and  residence  known  as 
Church  Gate  House.  Mr.  Gooch  was  a  parish  councillor 
and  officially  connected  with  various  institutions.  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  three  sons. 

Macintyre. — At  Glasgow,  on  March  5,  Mr.  John  Hoyes 
Macintyre,  chemist  and  druggist,  187  Hyndland  Road, 
Partick  Hill,  Glasgow,  aged  thirty-five. 

Wilson. — At  Carlisle,  on  March  5,  Mr.  William 
Brownrigg  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  44  Blackwell 
Road,  Carlisle,  aged  forty-one. 


prizes,  the  profitable  nature  of  the  sale  of  the  soap  should 
be  borne  in  mind.  Particulars  of  the  scheme  can  be 
obtained  by  applying  to  Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney,  Ltd. 

"  Allenburys  "  Nursery  Powder  has  now  been  put 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  at  the  reduced  retail  price  of  Wd. 
(formerly  Is.).  The  6tyle  of  the 
packing  has  been  altered  to  an  oval 
decorated  tin  with  dredger  top,  and 
it  makes  one  of  the  most  attractive 
lines  produced  by  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanbury's,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Gre?n, 
London,  E. 

Eade's  Pills. — The  proprietor-, 
of  Eade's  Gout  and  Rheumatic  Pilk 
give  notice  in  our  advertising 
pages  that  as  these  pills  contain 
eolchicum  they  are,  in  accordance 
with  the  revised  poison  schedule, 
labelled  "  Poison,"  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  retailers  affix  their  name 
and  address  to  each  box. 

Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Brighton,  have  issued  an  illustrated  price-list 
of  tasteless  pills,  compressed  tablets,  and  other  pharma- 
ceutical and  medical  products,  liquid  and  solid,  produced 
in  their  factories.  Copies  of  the  company's  illustrated 
folder,  which  includes  their  latest  novelties,  and  of  the 
list  can  be  obtained  on  application.  Among  the  latest  pro- 
ducts is  a  series  of  Pocket  Lavender  Smelling-salts,  most 
daintily  put  up;  in  fact,  the  sixpenny  size  is  enclosed  in 
an  envelope  with  quite  a  catchy  inscription,  and  the 
label  is  in  dainty  style.  The  sixpenny  size  is  3s.  9d.  a 
dozen,  and  the  Is.  size  6s.  6(7.  Another  novelty  is  laven- 
der moth  tablets  at  3s.  Zd.  per  dozen  boxes,  or  36s.  per 
gross.  These  are  compressed  octagons  of  naphthalene  in 
lavender  colour  and  strongly  impregnated  with  oil  of 
lavender.  A  sixpenny  box  will  go  a  long  way  in  the  pro- 
tection of  fur  and  woollen  goods.  A  third  novelty  is 
Miinchenbad  salts,  in  screw-top  bottles,  to  retail  at  Is. 
The  preparation  is  a  crystallisation  of  six  salts  of  mag- 
nesium, potassium,  and  sodium,  and  is  especially  recom- 
mended for  gout  and  rheumatism.  The  sa.lts  are  sent  out 
three  bottles  in  a  "  Silent  Salesman"  case.  The  chemist's 
name  and  address  can  be  printed  on  the  labels  of  all  these 
preparations. 

An  Imperial  Firman. — Under  the  authority  of  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey  a  firman  has  been  issued  commending 
"  Tabloid  "  pro- 
ducts. The  docu- 
ment is  written  in 
Turkish  charac- 
ters and  enclosed 
in  a  large  gilded 
envelope  with  an 
ornate  border 
bearing  the  na- 
tional crescent 
design.  The 
translation  is  as 
follows  : 

We,  the  Emperor 
of  Turkey,  esteem- 
ing the  delicate 
and  excellent  com- 
position of  the 
medical  products, 
under  the  name  of 
"Tabloid"  manu- 
factured by  the 
firm,  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  of 
London,  confer  on 
this  company  the 
Medal  for  Arts  and 
Trades,  in  testi- 
mony whereof  .  we 

bestow  the  present  Imperial  decree,  dated  this  day. 

Imperial  Palace,  the  26  Djemaziul  Ahur  1328. 

The  firman  was  accompanied  by  a  medal  as  mentioned. 
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Substitution. 

A DISCUSSION  on  "Substitution  in  Trade,"  chiefly  in 
regard  to  proprietary  articles,  and  mainly  from  an 
advertiser's  point  of  view,  took  place  at  the  Akhvych  Club, 
London,  W.C.,  on  March  18.  Mr.  S.  H.  Benson  was  in 
•the  chair,  and  there  was  a.  good  attendance  of  members  and 
visitors.  The  discussion  was  opened  by  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Sigismund  Kutnow,  who  said  that  substitution  strikes  at 
the  root  and  foundation  of  honourable  dealings  in  all 
walks  of  life.  It  is  dangerous  alike  to  scientific  research, 
art,  literature,  medicine,  advertising,  and  every  avocation 
and  pursuit.  It  is  a  subject  which  must  not  be  handled 
with  kid  gloves  but  be  gripped  with  the  mailed  fist.  He 
thought  that  imitations  of  advertised  articles  should  be 
prohibited  by  legislation.  In  the  interests  of  the  public 
he  would  like  to  see  established  a  law  similar  to  the 
pure  food  law  in  America.  The  representations  made  in 
Tegard  to  substitutes  should  be  treated  as  a  fraud  and 
a  misdemeanour  because  they  are  tantamount  to  obtaining 
money  by  false  pretences.  He  did  not  think  retail  dealers 
deserve  so  much  blame  as  wholesalers,  who,  by  offering 
articles  of  their  own  through  travellers,  are  the  real 
offenders.  Mr.  Kutnow  then  exhibited  samples  which  he 
said  are  imitations  of  his  own  proprietary.  These  were 
chiefly  "  effervescing  Carlsbad  powder  "  in  square  or  flat 
-bottles,  and  one  of  these  sold  by  a  firm  of  company 
chemists  at  10jC?.  could  not,  Mr.  Kutnow  said,  be  produced 
at  the  price.  One  exhibit  was  a  bottle  of  Kutriow's 
Powder,  to  the  outer  package  of  which  was  affixed  a  label 
in  red  ink  : 

"  If  you  are  dissatisfied  with  this  advertised  article  try 

a  similar  preparation  made  by   ,  which  you  will  find 

moro  effectual  and  much  less  expensive." 
"You  may  ask,"  said  Mr.   Kutnow,  "why  I  did  not 
prosecute  this  creature — I  will  not  call  him  a  man.  It 
was  because  counsel  advised  me  not  to,  and  also  because 
the  offender  was  a  man  of  straw." 

The  discussion  which  followed  was  taken  part  in  mainly 
by  advertising  agents,  the  keynote  of  many  of  the  speeches 
being  that  the  proprietors  should  spend  more  money  in 
advertising.  Apart  from  that  the  discussion  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  business  of  proprietary  medicines  was  upper- 
most. Mr.  T.  Russell,  for  instance,  who  said  he  was 
formerly  connected  with  proprietary  medicines,  said  that 
his  firm  adopted  the  following  system  of  trapping  chemists 
who  endeavoured  to  sell  imitations  of  their  goods,  and 
succeeded  in  bringing  to  book  some  forty  chemists.  One 
man  was  sent  into  a  shop  to  buy  a  toothbrush,  that 
being  an  article  about  which  a  conversation  could  be 
sustained  for  some  time.  Close  behind  him  came  in  another 
person,  a  woman  for  preference,  to  ask  for  the  particular 
proprietary  medicine.  If  any  attempt  was  made  to  sell  a 
competing  article  there  were  thus  two  witnesses.  Mr. 
Russell  sa^d  that  chemists  are  well  placed  for  substitution 
owing  to  their  confidential  relations  with  the  public.  He 
referred  also  to  a  secret  society  which  existed  a  few  years 
ago  whose  object  was  to  put  down  substitution.  The 
society  did  not  do  much  good  as  they  d;d  not  come  into 
the  open.  He  said  that  the  effect  of  militant  advertising 
against  substitution  has  the  effect  of  diverting  trade  from 
the  smaller  shops,  and  later  on  he  said  that  co-operat;ve 
societies  are  great  substituters.  Mr.  C.  E.  Murgrave, 
Secretary  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  spoke 
regarding  the  law  of  substitution.  Mr.  J.  H.  Polak,  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Chamber,  advised  Mr. 
Kutnow  to  prosecute  in  what  he  regarded  as  a  bad  case  of 
substitution.  The  money  would  be  well  spent  from  an 
advertising  point  of  view.  He  went  on  to  defend  the 
chemist  who  put  his  own  label  upon  the  packet  of  Kut- 
now's  Powder  (referred  to  above).  He  (the  speaker)  con- 
sidered it  smart  advertising.  Mr.  Polak  went  on  to  give 
his  views  regarding  terebene  and  Fastnn's  svrnn  vWb 
were  instructive  revelations  of  the  mind  of  a  layman.  The 
conclusion  arrived  at  seemed  to  be  that  a  campaign  should 
be  undertaken  against  substitution,  Mr.  Kutnow  announc- 
ing that  he  was  leading  off  the  following  day  by  whole- 
page  advertisements  in  two  of  the  London  daily  papers. 


Contracts. 


Notification  has  been  given  of  the  settlement  of  the 
following  contracts  : 

Amersham  Guardians. — Mr.  I.  R.  Phillips,  chemist, 
Chesham,  for  cod-liver  oil. 

Battersea  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  : 
Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  carbolic  acid,  carbolic  soap,  sarritas, 
sanitas  bactox,  sanitas  okol,  roll  sulphur,  formalin 
tablets  and  formalin;  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
izal. 

Bedford  Guardians. — Anthony  &  Son,  Bedford, 
appointed  chemists  for  six  months. 

Bethnal  Green  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies 
of  disinfectants  :  The  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  crude  carbolic 
acid  (30  per  cent.)  at  Id.  per  gal.,  sanitas  powder  (No.  2) 
6s.  6c?.  per  cwt.,  bactox  soap  (1-lb.  bars)  28.s.  per  cwt., 
Kingzett  patent  sulphur  candles  28.?.  per  cwt.  Newton, 
Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  izal  fluid  (8-oz.  bottles)  72s.  per 
gross,  izal  fluid  3s.  6c?.  per  gal.,  izal  disinfecting  powders 
(No.  1)  6s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  No.  2  10s.,  izal-soluble  block 
90s.  per  100,  izal  soap  (1-lb.  bars)  32s.  per  cwt.  Middle- 
ton  Bros.,  for  izal  disinfecting  sawdust,  7s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ; 
sanitas  bactox  soap-tabs.,  34s.  6c?.  per  gross;  sanitas 
fluid,  3s.  4c?.  per  gal.  ;  creocide,  2s.  per  gal.  Burt, 
Boulton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  for  carbolic  acid  (95  per' 
cent.),  Is.  4c?.  per  gal.  ;  prepared  carbolic  acid  (20  per 
cent.),  8§c?.  per  gal.  ;  carbolic  powder  (15  per  cent.), 
3s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 

Beverley  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  Stanser,  chemist,  has  been 
appointed  druggist. 

Bridge  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  Barron, 
chemist,  Bridge,  for  drug  supply. 

Brighton  Guardians. — Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd., 
Bermondsey,  for  drugs  at  33g  per  cent,  below  schedule  of 
prices ;  Carter,  Simpson  &  Dear,  for  surgical  requisites 
47^  per  cent,  below. 

Cannock  Guardians. — Mr.  A.  E.  Fereday,  chemist, 
Cheslyn  Hay,  for  tow  at  Qd.  lb.,  grey  wool  Is.  5^c?.  dozen 
sheets,  gauze  8s.  6d.  per  100  yards,  linseed  meal  3c?.  lb., 
fullers'  earth  3^c?.  per  £  lb.,  castor  oil  4s.  gal.,  cod-liver 
oil  5s.  gal.,  and  methylated  spirits  3s.  gal.  Needham's, 
Ltd.,  Cannock,  for  feeding  bottles  at  5s.  doz.,  clinical 
thermometers  1.?.  2d.  each,  lint  Is.  2^d.  lb.,  turpentine 
3s.  6c?.  gal.,  and  olive  oil  6s.  gal.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garland, 
Ph.C,  Cannock,  for  cotton-- wool  at  7^c?.  lb.,  sanitas  10(7. 
pint,  Jeyes'  fluid  3s.  9c?.  gal.,  brimstone  l^d.  lb.,  and 
vaseline  l^d.  lb. 

Cheltenham  Town  Council. — Adcocks  and  the  United 
Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  disinfectants. 

Cranbrook  (Kent)  Guardians. — Mr.  H.  E.  Hudson, 
chemist,  Cranbrook,  for  medical  appliances. 

Oroydon  Town  Council. — The  British  Drug  Houses, 
Ltd.,  for  the  annual  supply  of  dTugs ;  the  Hospital  and 
General  Contracts  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  one  year's  supply  of 
surgical  dressings. 

Dartford  Guardians. — Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
drugs  and  druggists'  sundries;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
disinfecting  fluid. 

Deptford  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  : 
Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  disinfecting  powder;  Newton, 
Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  disinfectant  fluid. 

Ealing  Town  Council. — For  annual  supplies:  Burt, 
Boulton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  for  carbolic  acid;  Jeyes' 
Sanitary  Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  carbolic  powder; 
Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  izal  disinfecting 
fluid:  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  crude  sanitas;  Adcocks,  for 
formalin  and  formalin  tablets. 

Grantham  Town  Council. — Hookinson  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Grantham,  for  the  twelve  months'  supply  of  izal  fluid. 
McDougall's  "U.C.H.  "  fluid,  carbolic  acid,  and 
Schering's  formalin  tablets. 

Hartismere  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  B.  Aldrich,  chemist;' 
Eye,  for  surgical  dressings. 

■  Hemel  Hempstead  Guardians. — Mr.  F.  Chapman, 
chemist,  Hemel  Hempstead,  for  six  months'  supply  of 
surgical  dressings. 

Hereford  City  Council.— Messrs.  Ralph  &  Clarke,' 
chemists,  Hereford,  appointed  druggists  for  the  next 
half-year. 
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Keighley  Guardians. — Mr.  Joseph  Harrison,  chemist, 
Keighley,  for  the  supply  of  drugs  during  the  ensuing  six 
months. 

Kensington  Guardians. — For  annual  supplies  :  Thos. 
Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  drugs,  at  363?.  3s.  b^d.  ; 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  for  druggists  sundries,  at 
71?.  5s.  2^d. ;  wool,  lint,  tow,  etc.,  at  523?.  Os.  8d. ;  North 
British  Rubber  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  waterproof  sheeting, 
93?.  2s.  6c?. ;  P.  B.  Cow  &  Co.,  indiarubber  goods  at 
13?.  12s. 

Maesteg  (Glam.)  Urban  District  Council. — Mr.  G.  H. 
Howells,  chemist,  Caerau,  for  an  annual  supply  of  dis- 
infectants. 

t  Marlow  Urban  Council. — Mr.  H.  Harman,  chemist, 
Marlow,  for  disinfectants. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. — For  annual  supplies  : 
The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  for  drugs;  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.,  for  druggists'  sundries;  Robinson  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  A.  Berliner,  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  T.  J.  Smith  &  Nephew,  Ltd., 
H.  Knuck  &  Co.,  J.  F.  Macfarlane  &  Co.,  and  W.  G. 
Taylor,  for  antiseptic  dressings ;  the  Surgical  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  for  clinical  thermometers ;  Pryke  &  Palmer, 
Burt,  Bolton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  for  disinfectants;  the 
Medical  Supply  Association  and  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  for 
surgical  appliances. 

Milton  Regis  (Kent)  Urban  Council.— Mr.  H.  T.  Maun- 
drell,  chemist,  Milton,  for  disinfectants. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Guardians. — Wilkinson  &  Simpson, 
Ltd.,  Newcastle,  for  drugs. 

Strood  (Kent)  Guardians. — Cuxson,  GerraTd  &Co.,  Ltd., 
Oldbury,  for  surgical  appliances  and  dressings ;  Sanitas 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  disinfectants. 


Essential  Oils. 


THIS  month's  "  Perfumery  and  Essential  Oil  Record" 
contains  the  conclusion  of  the  series  of  articles  on 
''  The  Solubility  of  Water  in  Essential  Oils,"  by  the 
Editor  (Mr.  J.  C.  Umney)  and  Mr.  Sidney  W.  Bunker, 
B.Sc,  who  thus  summarise  the  results  of  their  research  : 

(i)  All  oils  containing  any  considerable  quantity  of 
oxygenated  constituents  show  a  general  tendency  to  increase 
in  specific  gravity  on  keeping.  The  "terpene"  group  of 
oils,  being  practically  free  from  such  constituents,  is  the  only 
one  which  shows  a  consistent  and  definite  decrease  in  the 
value  of  this  constant  throughout  the  series. 

(ii)  In  those  oils  in  which  the  combination  of  conditions 
produces  a  change  in  the  direction  opposite  to  that  usually 
met  with,  such  change  shows  a  distinct  parallelism  in  its 
magnitude,  and  a  certain  periodicity  in  its  occurrence,  agree- 
ing with  the  repetition  of  similar  conditions. 

(iii)  The  optical  rotation  of  the  oils,  with  two  trifling 
exceptions,  shows  a  marked  decrease  throughout  the  whole 
series,  a  change  which  would  be  expected  in  view  of  the 
fundamental  cause  of  this  property.  In  some  cases  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  oils  stored  in  the  dark  show  the 
least  decrease  in  rotation. 

(iv)  The  refractive  index  cannot  be  made  the  subject  of 
any  general  rule  as  to  the  direction  of  its  change,  but  there 
is  evidence  of  a  phenomenon  Which  it  is  believed  has  not  been 
observed  before.  The  lowest  figure  for,  or  the  greatest 
decrease  in,  the  refractive  index  of  the  oils  is  almost  con- 
stantly found  in  those  conditions  in  which  the  oil  is  stored 
in  the  dark,  and  especially  when  it  is  also  a  "dry"  oil 
That  is  to  say,  storage  in  the  dark  either  favours  the  pro- 
duction of  bodies  of  a  .low  refractive  index,  or  else  such 
storage  results  in  what  may  be  called  a  "decay"  of  the 
refractive  property.  If  this  hypothesis  could  be  verified  in  a 
wider  field  of  work,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  immense 
interest  to  the  physicist,  as  no  record  of  such  a  "decay"  is 
usually  met  with. 

(v)  The  magnitude  and  direction  of  the  change  in  the  per- 
centage of  the  chief  constituent  has  already  been  dealt  with 
under  each  group,  but  it  may  be  stated  that,  in  general, 
a  dry  condition  is  most  favourable  in  this  respect. 

(vi)  Ais  pointed  out  before,  there  exist  certain  combina- 
tons  of  conditions  which,  acting  simultaneously,  produce  an 
unusual  change  in  some  oils,  and  these  cases  have  been 
emphasised  throughout  the  work  and  demonstrated  by  a 
succession  of  examples.  It  is  regretted  that  no  satisfactory 
expliination  of  this  phenomenon  can,  at  the  moment,  be 
provided. 


INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London.  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following:  inquiries  : 

259/10.    Smith's  "  Pectodyne." 
2/28.    "  Steriline  "  grease-remover. 
12/470.    "Triangle"  food:  suppliers. 
12/47.    "  Complexion  Bulbs  "  :  supply. 
12/63.    "  Holborn  "  foot-pads:  suppliers. 
251/39.    Aloe-fibre  extracting  machinery. 
248/25.    "  Digal,"  a  veterinary  speciality. 
12/61  and  12/65.    "  Teranel  purine":  supply. 


12/45. 
12/30. 
10/31. 
prietors. 
12/20. 


"  Marble  Soap  "  (German  make)  :  supply. 
"  Frotholene,"  for  foaming  aerated  waters. 
"  Isham's    Waters  " :    present    address  of 


pro- 


i'hife  helmets. 


Quickwhite,"'  a  liquid  preparation  for  cleaning 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During-  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following:  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Aercel  washing  squares,  9/5 
Alkali  (Continental  makers), 

241/29 
Alkasil,  12/64 

Aluminium-topped  syphons, 
12/48 

Bandage-winding  machinery, 
10/44 

Bassett's  native  herbs- tab- 
lets,, 8/61 

Belquins,  3/31 

Blenosan  capsules,  9/15 

Capsule-filling  machinery, 
9/72 

Creme  rhea,  13/40 
Cutoxino  cattle-wash,  4/39 
Disinfectant  diffusers 

(special),  13/40 
Dugong  oil,  10/13 
"Eastbourne"  invalid  chair, 

12/46 

Harlan's  (Dr.)  beautv-cup, 
12/58 

Hsematogen  (for  export), 
13/4 

Harrison's  celluloid  eye- 
shades,  10/33 

Hearing  apparatus,  13/55 

Herbullne,  12/290 

Hewthorn's  veterinarv 
specialities,  11/10 

Hygol,  15/44 

"  Killymuco,"  13/67 


"L.  B.  Q.,"  9/16 

Laxatin,  12 /43 

Le  Negri-Pipoz  tooth-picks, 

9/8 

Lead    nitrate    (for  South 

Africa),  15/45 
Liebig's  condensers,  12/62 
Lieut.  James's  blister,  10/120 
Lysol,  12/44 
Mammitein,  13/3 
Naldire's  worm-powders, 

14/3 

Ozone  producers,  13/36 
Oxzoin  balm,  12/47 
Paper  handkerchiefs,  9/10 
Pinex,  12/60 
Quassia  (in  logs),  14/4 
"  Rexall  "  remedies,  13/26 
Rheumatic  rings,  10/30 
Scott's    electric  hair-brush, 
11/69 

Stuart's  dyspepsia-tablets, 

10/12 
Synthetic  milk,  9/9 
Taft's  asthmalene,  12/63 
Tincture     presses  (screw), 

12/42 

Tough  Bros,  carbolised  tow, 

10/47 
Vinervin,  9/500 
Zenobia  perfume,  12/59 
"Ziska"  rose  face-powder, 

7/52 


London  Hospital  Dispensers.— The  Public  Pharmacists' 
and  Dispensers'  Association  have  issued  a  circular-letter  to 
all  the  Metropolitan  Boards  of  Guardians  regarding  the 
supply  of  medicines  to  the  insured  resident  staff  in  their 
respective  institutions.  It  is  stated  that  where  the  medical 
officer  has  gone  on  the  panel  to  act  only  for  the  insured 
resident  staff,  the  most  efficient  and  expeditious  method  of 
supplying  the  necessary  medicines  in  such  cases  would 
appear  to  be  for  the  dispenser  of  the  institution,  if  a 
registered  pharmacist  and  therefore  eligible  to  join  the 
panel  of  chemists  under  the  Act.  to  go  on  the  panel  for 
the  resident  insured  staff  onlv.  The  dispenser  would  for- 
ward a  quarterly  account  to  the  Insurance  Committee,  and 
out'  of  the  moneys  thus  received  he  would  repay  the 
Guardians  the  cost  of  the  drugs  used. 
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OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Apotheosis  of  Research 

might  well  be  used  as  a  synonym  for 
the  report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Committee.  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  perusing  it.  It  is  a  far-reaching  document, 
and  it  foreshadows  a  new  era  in  the  treatment  of  tuber- 
culosis, which  is  to  be  presided  over  by  a  god  whose  name 
is  "Research."  I  fear  much  that  when  Jupiter  is  cutting 
up  the  spoil  there  is  not  to  be  much  of  a  look-in  for 
pharmacists,  but  it  is  clear  that  there  are  to  be  some  very 
fine  pickings  indeed.  The  Committee  want  the  whole 
money  made  available  by  the  National  Insurance  Act  to 
be  spent  on  research  in  connection  with  tuberculosis.  They 
have  no  idea  how  long  this  is  to  go  on,  but  "  unexpended 
balance  should  be  carried  forward  "  from  year  to  year. 
"  The  results  of  all  research  work,  whether  apparently 
barren  or  fruitful,  should  be  collected  and  published 
periodically,"  so  that  the  printers  will  get  a  slice.  The 
Government  will  want  an  Advisory  Council,  with  a  paid 
executive  committee,  who  will  receive  "  the  usual  travel- 
ling expenses  and  subsistence  allowances,"  and  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  have  an  expert  "  of  high  standing  in  research  " 
as  secretary,  with  a  mere  bagatelle  "  salary  of  1,200/!.  to 
1,500Z.  per  annum."  Then  an  "Institute"  is  sure  to  be 
built  where  the  veterinary  tuberculin  will  be  "  guaran- 
teed," and  whence  most  likely  will  flow  in  due  course  a 
rich  and  varied  stream  of  serums  and  vaccines,  free, 
like  small-pox  lymph,  for  all  and  sundry.  Money  is  to 
"be  voted  to  institutions  and  investigators,  scholarships 
and  fellowships  are  to  be  founded,  and  a  prize  or  prizes, 
11  not  exceeding  1,000Z.  per  annum,"  is  to  be  available 
for  the  best  original  work  done.  And  so  on  and  so  forth, 
■all  in  the  name  of  the  great  god  "Research."  In  the 
meantime  sweated  panel  doctors  and  the  sixpenny-ha'penny 
chemists  will  do  their  best  to  fight  the  scourge  of  tubercle 
in  the  hope  that  they  may  keep  another  scourge — the 
-wolf  of  want — from  their  doors. 

*'  Free  Dispensing," 

as  Mr.  Master-man  has  pointed  out,  is 
not  an  accurate  description  of  Insurance  dispensing,  and 
is  an  insult  to  the  insured  person  such  as  I,  if  in  his 
position,  should  strongly  Tesent.  Mr.  Hilaire  Belloc  may 
or  may  not  be  right  in  stigmatising  the  Insurance  Act  as 
a  long  step  in  the  direction  of  the  Servile  State  he  depre- 
cates, but  it  is  neither  just  nor  wise  to  treat  the  person 
who  has  himself  contributed  to  the  fund  from  which  his 
benefit  is  derived  as  if  he  came  to  us  in  forma  pauperis. 
This  may  not  be  the  intention  of  those  who  exhibit  the 
notices  to  which  I  refer,  but  the  phrase  employed  carries 
that  suggestion,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  find  pharmacists 
in  general  following  the  bad  example  of  the  firm  to  whose 
action  the  Essex  Insurance  Committee  so  rightly  object. 
It  seems  that  some  are  doing  so  here  and  there,  but  it 
is  an  unworthy  course,  and  one  that  will  recoil  upon  them- 
selves. The  class  from  which  the  bulk  of  insured  persons 
"will  be  drawn  is  as  sensitive  to  such  slights  as  any  other, 
and  rightly  so.  The  only  sound  policy  for  us,  and,  to 
use  a  phrase  I  greatly  dislike,  the  only  gentlemanly  course 
to  follow,  is  to  treat  insured  persons  exactly  as  we  treat 
our  other  clients.  Should  these  considerations  not  be  suffi- 
cient, the  strongly  worded  condemnation  of  Mr.  Master- 
man  will  perhaps  avail  to  stop  the  use  of  such  notices. 
Your  Sharp  Reproof 

to  the  framers  of  the  provincial  Phar- 
macopoeia who  are  inciting  medical  men  and  pharmacists 
to  break  the  law  is  well  deserved,  but  surely  this  is  an 
isolated  case,  and  possibly  also  there  may  be  some  explana- 
tion of  the  faux  pas.  For  our  common  credit  I  hope 
that  no  other  town  in  the  country  has  such  a  low  standard 
of  professional  and  commercial  morality  as  to  allow  a 
publication  of  this  kind  to  appear.  The  mere  mention 
that  such  a  publication  is  in  existence  is  sufficient  to  do 
infinite  damage  to  the  reputation  of  both  doctors  and 


pharmacists,  and  the  unqualified  drug-store  people  could 
have  desired  nothing  better  to  strengthen  their  hands  in 
appealing  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners  for  preferential 
treatment.  Is  it  really  intended  that  "  equivalents  will 
be  substituted"  for  "proprietary  articles"  that  may  be 
prescribed?  I  hardly  think  this  is  possible.  Nor  can  I 
think  it  is  intended  that  all  prescriptions  containing  pro- 
prietary articles  are  to  be  refused  by  the  pharmacist.  But 
if  these  things  are  not  intended,  what  on  earth  does  it 
mean? 

Mr.  J.  J.  Jackson's  Misrepresentations 

of  what  was  said  in. 
my  reply  to  "  Fair  Pay  "  on  March  1,  whether  wilful  or 
inadvertent,  are  so  gross  that  I  should  not  trouble  to 
correct  them  were  it  not  that  he  founds  upon  them  a  num- 
ber of  remarks  which,  if  allowed  to  pass  unchallenged, 
might  do  infinite  harm  to  the  craft.  For  whatever  was 
said  in  the  note  referred  to  as  to  the  rate  of  profit  on 
Insurance  dispensing,  "Fair  Pay"  and. the  science  of 
arithmetic  are  responsible,  and  not  I,  though  it  is  true 
that  I  accept  both  "Fair  Pay's"  figures  and  the  multi- 
plication table.  All  I  added  to  these  was  the  statement 
that  "  a  good  many  "  pharmacists  are  doing  about  the  same 
amount  of  Insurance  dispensing  as  "Fair  Pay"  himself, 
that  the  profit  they  were  thus  making  would  pay  for  an 
assistant  to  help  with  the  new  work,  and  that  "  hundreds- 
of  pharmacists  "  who  will  be  able  to  do  single-handed  all 
the  extra  work  they  are  likely  to  get  will  thus  be  filling 
up  otherwise  slack  time,  at  the  rate  of  profit  (if  "  Fair 
Pay's "  figures  are  correct)  of  3s.  per  hour.  Now  comes 
Mr.  Jackson  and  represents  me  as  saying  that  "  a  fair 
percentage  of  the  chemists  who  previous  to  the  Act  were 
half  employed  are  now  without  much  extra  labour  earn- 
ing 180Z.  a  year  by  dispensing  fifty  scripts  per  day."  His. 
later  references  to  "'single-handed  men,"  my  "radium 
mines,"  and  "  36.?.  per  day  wages  alone,"  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  of  his  letter,  are  equally  without  justification  in 
anything  I  have  ever  said. 

Your  Note  on  Archil 

recalls  the  interesting  history  of  that 
substance  and  its  derivatives,  and  of  the  names  by  which 
they  are  and  have  been  known.  "Archil,"  or,  more  pro- 
perly, "  orchil,"  was  originally  the  name  of  the  plant 
from  which  the  dye  is  obtained.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
it  is  derived  from  that  of  the  man  who  first  brought  the  dye 
into  notice,  Federigo  Oricellari,  or  gave  its  name  to  him, 
but  the  latter  seems  now  to  be  the  accepted  theory. 
Oricello  is  the  Italian  form  of  the  plant's  name,  roccella 
the  (modern)  Latin  form,  but  whence  these  were  derived 
is  not  known.  Before  the  introduction  of  archil  into  this 
country  a  similar  dye,  obtained  from  certain  lichens  in 
Scotland,  was  in  use  here  under  the  name  of  cork  (Gaelic 
corcur,  from  the  Latin  purpur),  to  distinguish  it  from 
which  the  new  importation  was  called  "jarecork."  The 
first  element  in  this  name  is  of  uncertain  origin  and  was 
dropped  in  common  use,  so  that  "cork"  soon  came  to  be 
applied  indifferently  to  the  dyes  from  both  sources.  In. 
Turner's  "Herbal"  we  are  told  that  what  in  London  is 
called  "  archall,"  is  by  "  Northenmen "  called  "cork," 
and  that  "it  groweth  ther  like  moss  vpon  stones."  Even 
as  late  as  1884  "  cork "  is  given  in  Miller's  "  Plant- 
Names "  as  a  name  of  the  lichens  yielding  archil.  Lit- 
mus (formerly  the  name  was  spelled  "  litmoss,"  meaning 
apparently  dyemoss)  was  in  like  manner  known  as  white 
cork.  In  Lemery's  "  Traite  des  Drogues"  the  name  orseil 
(equivalent  to  our  "archil")  is  given  to  Gerard's  Helio- 
tropium  tricoccum,  otherwise  tornsole,  ■  which  was  in  use 
as  a  dye  for  cloth  and  as  a  colouring-matter  in  cookery 
and  pharmacy.  "Cudbear"  is  from  "  Cuthbert,"  the 
baptismal  name  of  Dr.  Gordon,  who  in  1777  undertook 
the  management  of  the  manufacture  of  this  dye-stuff  (for 
which  he  was  the  patentee)  at  Leith,  and  named  it  after 
himself. 
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"Sanitas  Powder" 

u. 

SLUGS. 

"SANITAS  POWDER"  rids  Garden  Beds  of 
Slugs,  and  is  again  being  well  advertised  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  W.  P.  .Wright  in  "  The  Garden,  Week  by 
Week  "  says  :  "  The  hint  I  was  going  to  offer 
about  slugs  was  to  scatter  '  Sanitas  Powder ' 
on  the  soil  amongst  the  plants.  Slugs  simply 
loathe  it." 


Special  Showcards  will  be 
sent  on  receipt  of  Postcard. 

THE  "SANITAS  COMPANY"  LTD. 

Locksley  St.,  Limehouse,  LONDON,  E. 


Jewsbury  &  BROWN'S 
ClTODA 

The  Special  SODA  WATER 
for  Milk  Diet 
and  all  Medical  Purposes. 

•and  for  Reticular*  to  AROWICK  CREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


HEADQUARTERS  for  GERMAN 
ausisi^  PROPRIETARIES 

&.  RARE  CHEMICALS. 

Largest  stock  in  the  U.K. 
FOREIGN  PRESCRIPTIONS  DISPENSED 

FOR  THE  TRADE. 
Catalogue  on  receipt  of p.c.     Phone:  48 London  wall. 
SCHACHT  WARNER  &  C° 

GERMAN  CHEM ISTS :      0"5,  Fore  St,  LONDON,  EC 

West-end  house:- 

FRIZELL&CS,  /.CranbourneSt.,  W.C. 

Phone.-  325  Cerrard. 


S.V.M. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

SV.R. 

0  I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


•    FOR    TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


FLETCHERS 
CONCENTRATED 

LIQUORS 


Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd. 
London  and  Sydney. 


Editorial  Articles, 


G.  S.  MUIVIFORD  &  SONS/To'Sr^: 


Finest,  ARRoVlhOOT 

1/  lb. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/ewt. 

BICARB.  SODA 

Finest  Extra  Special 

15/cwt. 

BORACIC  ACID 
 POWDER,  Finest  

34/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  ib. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 

24/cwt. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 

/8&  1/lb. 

No.  2  Pare 
CRUSHCD  LINSEED 

i         No  Oil  Extracted 

23/cwt. 

35/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

25/ cwt. 

■            BestCle.ned             OQ/  . 

LINSEED             l^<5/ cwt. 

EPSOlVI  SALTS,  E3.S.S. 

Purified.  Clean,  and  Dry 
Ditto.  Medium  Crystals 

11/6  cwt. 
12/6  ,. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/cwt.  I 

FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
PHUR, Finest  English 
1           Ditto,  Foreign 
jfl  FULLER'S  EARTH 

y         :  (In  Dredgers* 

13/6cwt. 
9/6  ,, 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/cwt  1 

11  12  &  16 
5/611/-22/- 

Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  within  200  miles  o(  London  (or  allowance 
niade  for  distances  beyond).    Terms  less  '2\  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 


A  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy. 

XII.  Retrospection. 

The  object  of  this  series  of  articles  has  been  to  explain, 
the  more  important  matters  relating  to  the  dispensing  and 
supply  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances 
under  the  National  Insurance  Act  and  certain  co-related 
subjects  in  which  medical  practitioners  and  pharmacists- 
are  mutually  interested.  The  subjects  and  the  dates  of 
publication  have  been  as  follows  : 

I.  Realisation,  C.  &  D.,  January  4. 
II.  Obligation,  C.  <&  D.,  January  11. 

III.  Inauguration,  C.  &  D.,  January  18. 

IV.  Computation,  G.  &  D.,  January  25 
V.  Complication,  C.  <k  D., February  1. 

VI.  Limitation,  C.  &  D.,  February  8. 
VII.  Caution,  (7.  <£•  D.,  February  15. 
VIII.  Modification,  G.  &.  D.,  February  22. 
IX.  Contribution,  C.  &  D.,  March  1. 

X.  Intervention,  G.  &  D.,  March  8. 
XL  Perversion,  C.  &  D.,  March  15. 

As  the  Statute  is  like  the  poor  in  being  always  with  us. 
we  shall  have  occasion  for  exposition  from  time  to  time 
as  subjects  become  ripe  for  treatment.  We  have  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  in  the  series  anything  in  the  nature- 
of  criticism  which  has  not  been  explanatory  or  helpful. 
Everything  about  Insurance  Act  dispensing  is  new  to  about 
nine-tenths  of  those  who  do  it ;  the  difficulties  are  new, 
and  they  grow  as  we  go  along ;  the  remuneration  is  novel, 
and  the  demands  unprecedented  to  a  large  extent.  Various- 
sections  of  trade  are  affected  differently ;  some  have  pro- 
fited, others  have  lost,  and  it  is  amidst  such  disturbance 
and  novelty  that  men  predict  disaster  if  a  certain  course- 
is  persisted  in,  or  preach  assurance  of  better  things  if 
another  is  adopted.  The  disaster  lies  in  listening  to  false- 
prophets.  We  cannot  tell  how  things  are  to  go  until  there 
has  been  a  proving  of  them,  and  that  cannot  be  demon- 
strated until  an  account  is  struck  at  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter.  Besides,  the  outcome  of  a  revolution  of  this 
nature  cannot  be  judged  by  current  events — in  the  heat  of 
things  that  are  transforming  the  trade  to  an  end  that 
cannot  be  told  until  we  get  a  retrospective  view.  On  that- 
ground  we  ask  our  readers  to  go  back  with  us  to  the 
beginning  in  order  to  estimate  by  contrast  what  has  been 
accomplished. 

When  introducing  the  National  Insurance  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  May  4,  1911,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  said 
"  The  first  thing  that  ought  to  be  done  is  to  separate  the 
drugs  from  the  doctor.  .  .  .  The  doctor's  business  should 
bs  confined  to  prescribing,  and  it  is  for  the  chemist  to. 
dispense."  The  Chancellor  did  not  give  effect  to  this  in 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  which  was  a  disappointment  to 
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chemists.  One  of  the  first  bodies  outside  pharmacy  to 
note  this  omission  was  the  General  Medical  Council, 
which,  at  the  meeting  in  the  same  month,  passed  the  fol- 
lowing amongst  other  resolutions  : 

That  in  respect  of  the  provision  to  be  made  for  "  the 
supply  of  proper  and  sufficient  drugs  and  medicines  "  under 
Clause  14  (2)  the  supply  of  proper  surgical  dressings  and 
appliances  should  be  included ;  and  further,  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  drugs  and  medicines 
are  of  the  standard  required  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  that  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  is  carried  out  by 
qualified  persons. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  time  to  consider 
the  series  of  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Council,  and  in 
a  considered  reply  to  Sir  Donald  MacAlister,  President  of 
the  Council,  wrote,  inter  alia  : 

I  agree  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  include  in  the  Bill 
the  provision  that  prescriptions  should  be  carried  out  by 
duly  qualified  persons,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  pre- 
scribe by  statute  the  amount  of  surgical  dressings  and 
appliances  which  should  be  supplied  under  a  Government 
scheme,  and  this  question  is  pre-eminently  one  which  should 
he  left  to  regulations  to  be  framed  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners. In  framing  regulations  the  Insurance  Commis- 
.sioners  will  have  the  help  of  the  Advisory  Committee  and 
the  doctors  who  are  represented  upon  it. 
Subsequently  [C.  &  D.,  July  22,  1911)  Sir  Donald  Mac- 
Alister wrote  a  letter  suggesting  amendments.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  passage  from  it  : 

"  Every  Committee  shall  also,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Insurance  Commissioners,  make  arrangements  with  duly 
qualified  pharmacists  for  the  supply  of  proper  and  suffi- 
cient drugs  and  medicines  and  surgical  requisites  to  insured 
persons." 

Seeing  that  injuries,  accidents,  and  sui-gical  disorders  are 
as  likely  to  disable  the  insured  as  affections  requiring  treat- 
ment by  drugs  alone,  it  sef-ms  obvious  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  supply  of  the  ordinary  materials  that  are 
necessary  in  such  cases.  By  entrusting  the  supply  and  dis- 
pensing of  medicines,  etc.,  to  qualified  pharmacists,  who 
are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  the 
maintenance  of  official  standarls  of  quality  and  purity 
would  be  ensured. 

The  italics  are  ours.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
chemists  and  all  others  interested  in  the  administration  of 
Medical  Benefit  should  not  forget  that  the  General  Medical 
Council,  a  non-political  and  statutory  body,  supreme  with 
the  Privy  Council  in  respect  to  medical  matters,  so 
strenuously  supported  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
the  medico-pharmaceutical  principle  enunciated  irr  his 
first  f  peech  on  the  measure,  and  also  helped  him  in  framing 
a  suitable  amendment  to  give  effect  to  this.  This  action 
of  the  General  Medical  Council  was  independent ;  it  was 
not  instigated  by  pharmacists  or  their  representatives. 
We  further  call  attention  to  the  Chancellor's  strong 
endorsement  of  what  the  President  of  the  Council  said, 
and  it  will  be  specially  noted  that  the  recommendation 
as  to  appliances  and  dressings  is  covered  by  the  Act  and 
Regulations.  The  recent  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  principle  of  qualification 
is  perhaps  surprising,  but  no  doubt  ivir.  Masterman  had 
overlooked  the  agreement  between  the  General  Medical 
Council  and  the  Chancellor,  as  well  as  the  astonishing 
recommendations  made  in  November  1911  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  drug-store  keepers — viz.  : 

(1)  That  all  insured  persons  should  pay  for  the  dispens- 
ing of  their  prescriptions  and  the  supply  of  medical  and 
surgical  requisites,  and  obtain  them  from  whom  they  chose. 
Force  of  competition  would  thus  prevent  the  insured  persons 
from  having  to  pay  exorbitant  prices. 

(2)  That  if  the  Government  is  desirous  of  confining  the 
dispensing  to  any  particular  class,  then  we  as  duly  appren- 
ticed men,  and  having  devoted  all  our  lives  to  the  dispensing 
and  selling  of  medicines,  should  be  admitted  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Register.  This  was  done  in  1868,  when  anyone 
at  that  time  selling  drugs  without  having  served  any  appren- 
ticeship, and  not  possessing  any  knowledge  of  the  drug- 
trade,  was  admitted  to  the  Register.  As  previously  stated, 
we  have  a  number  of  these  men  with  us  to-day  in  business. 


(3)  That  the  doctors,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  receiving  extra  remuneration,  should  retain  the  dis- 
pensing, while  we  retailers,  registered  and  unregistered1 
alike,  would,  as  at  present,  get  the  benefit  in  the  supply 
of  medical  requisites  and  surgical  appliances. 

(4)  That  the  present  supply  of  registered  chemists  is  quite 
inadequate  to  meet  the  public  requirements. 

Recommendations  more  at  variance  with  the  considered 
opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  of 
the  most  distinguished  medical  body  in  the  British 
Empire  can  scarcely  be  conceived,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  inquiry  will  not  be  closed  without  evidence  from1 
the  General  Medical  Council. 

What  has  been  done  is  a  certain  guide  to  what  may 
be  accomplished  in  the  future,  provided  chemists  and  their 
representatives  work  in  that  consistent  and  public-spirited 
manner  which  they  have  done  hitherto.  Perhaps  there  is- 
no  better  way  of  judging  what  has  been  accomplished  than 
to  recall  the  resolutions  formulated  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones  early  in  July  1911,  which  were  approved  by  phar- 
macists generally  as  principles  that  they  desired  to  be 
embodied  in  the  Statute  : 

Resolution  I. — That  no  agreement  for  the  supply  of  medi- 
cines for  insured  persons  should  be  made  except  with  a 
person,  firm,  or  corporate  body  entitled  to  carry  on  the 
statutory  business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  or  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  in  conformity  with  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1908. 

This  was  embodied  in  Sub-section  5  (iii.)  of  the  Medical) 
Benefit  Section.  It  is  the  provision  into  which  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  is  now  inquiring.  The  same  provision 
covers  : 

Resolution  II. — That  the  dispensing  contemplated  under 
the  Bill  should  be  done  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a 
pharmacist. 

The  only  exception  to  this  is  that  the  Act  allows  dis- 
pensers who  were  serving  as  such  to  doctors  or  institu- 
tions at  the  time  of  the  enactment,  and  for  three  years 
before,  to  dispense  without  supervision  for  chemists- 
and  companies  on  the  parrel.  The  provision  has  the 
approval  and  sympathy  of  representative  pharmacists. 

Resolution  III. — That  a  pp.nel  of  all  qualified  pharma- 
cists in  a  particular  district  willing  to  arrange  for  the 
supply  of  medicines  to  insured  persons  at  the  scale  rate 
should  be  set  up,  so  that  the  insured  person  could,  within 
the  limits  of  the  panel,  choose  his  own  pharmacist. 

This  has  been  done  by  the  Regulations.  There  is  an 
exception  as  regards  rural  areas,  but  the  Chancellor  fore- 
shadowed this  exception  in  his  earliest  speeches. 

Resolution  IV. — That  remuneration  should  be  by  a  scale 
system,  and  not  upon  a  per  capita  basis. 

This  was  an  expression  of  the  general  feeling  at  the 
time.  It  is  now  felt  by  many  who  are  "  in  the  know  " 
that  acceptance  of  a  per  capita  payment  of  Is.  6d.  would 
be  better  than  the  tariff  system,  but  that  remains  to  be 
proved.  The  point  at  present  is  that  the  principle  is- 
embodied  in  the  Regulations,  as  is  also  that  of 

Resolution  V. — That  the  control  of  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical services  to  insured  persons  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Health  Committees  (subject  to  regulations  passed  by  the 
Commissioners),  and  not  under  the  control  of  Friendly 
Societies. 

Need  we  recall  how  anxious  chemists  were  until  Janu- 
ary 1912  about  this  principle  being  embodied  in  the  Act-?. 
Everr  the  Harmsworth  amendment,  which  seemed  disas- 
trous, is  limited  in  its  influence.  The  principle  of  the- 
resolution  was  gained. 

Resolution  VI. — That  pharmacy  should  be  represented  on 
the  Health  Committees  and  on  the  Advisory  Committee  or 
the  Insurance  Commission. 

This  aho  has  been  obtained,  except  as  regards  a  pharma- 
ceutical Commissioner,  and  this  was  not  expected.  Lastly,, 
there  was 

Resolution  VII. — That  medical  benefit  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  persons  earning  more  than,  say,  160/.  per  annuni.. 
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This  is  the  principle  of  the  Statute  as  regards  everybody 
tut  manual  workers.  More  than  a  year  has  elapsed  since 
these  resolutions  were  the  subject  of  controversy  in  Par- 
liament, and  chemists  felt  that  they  would  be  all  right  if 
they  were  embodied  in  the  Statute.  They  are  there  ;  they 
are  the  subject  of  the  Commissioners'  Regulations  made  in 
co-operation  with  chemists'  representatives,  and  a  new 
branch  of  business  has  arisen  under  these,  and  is  being 
done  day  by  day.  To  realise  the  significance  of  all  this 
-one  has  to  go  back  in  thought  to  May  4,  1911,  when  it 
was  a  mere  nebulous  proposal,  and  uncertainty  prevailed 
in  the  drug-trade  as  to  what  share,  if  any,  chemists  would 
have  of  Medical  Benefit  administration.  It  must  be  recog- 
nised now  that  chemists  have  secured  the  share,  and  a 
place  for  themselves  which  is  a  mark  of  progress.  Know- 
ing these  things,  we  look  for  continued  progress  in  the 
future. 


February  Trade. 

When  dealing  with  the  January  Board  of  Trade  Returns 
we  pointed  out  that  the  year  had  made  a  brilliant  start, 
and  it  is  again  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  trade  boom 
continued  during  February  also,  substantial  advances  being 
made  both  in  imports  and  exports.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  1912  was  leap  year  and  contained  one  more  working 
•day,  the  total  imports  rose  by  4,077,115?.  to  63,791,938?., 
or  6.8  per  cent,  more,  and  the  exports,  which  were  valued 
at  40,172,743?.,  rose  by  2,682,414?.,  or  7.1  per  cent.;  as 
Tegards  the  re-export  trade,  the  increase  was  only  21,632?., 
the  values  being  10,746,251?.  The  features  of  the  import 
trade  last  month  included  a  rise  of  2,236,057?.  in  raw 
materials,  a  decline  of  1,374,329?.  in  cotton  being  counter- 
balanced by  an  increase  of  1,517,146?.  in  wool.  A  notable 
decrease  was  that  of  422,877?.  in  the  "  oil  seeds,  nuts, 
oils,  fats,  and  gums  "  section.  This  was  largely  due  to 
■the  f  alling-off  in  imports  of  soya  beans,  and  to  a  less  extent 
in.  castor  and  Egyptian  and  Indian  cottonseed;  linseed 
-and  rape  show  large  increases.  A  very  considerable  expan- 
sion was  shown  in  petroleum,  especially  motor  spirit,  the 
imports  of  the  latter  being  valued  at  210,024?.,  compared 
with  97,488?.  in  February  last  year,  but  the  quantity 
received  was  only  5,734,051  gals.,  against  4,036,450  gals., 
■thus  reflecting  the  rise  in  values.  Turpentine  increased 
both  in  quantity  to  26,437  cwt.,  and  in  value  to  38,592?.  ; 
lac  products  rose  from  7,832  cwt.  to  12,062  cwt.,  but 
acacia  gums  declined  from  5,659  cwt.  to  3,627  cwt.  Manu- 
factured articles  show  a  gain  of  1,105,949?.  of  an  all-round 
character,  that  applying  to  chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and 
colours  being  36,486?.  more,  with  a  value  of  1,016,473?. 
Chief  among  the  gains  (cwt.)  were  :  Boron  compounds, 
24,272 ;  brimstone,  29,482  ;  calcium  ,  carbide,  4,037  ;  salt- 
petre, 3,122  ;  tanning-bark,  25,556  ;  and  quinine  158,020  oz. 
The  declines  (cwt.)  included  :  Acetic  acid  (other  than  for 
table  use),  2,373;  bleaching  materials,  3,165;  glycerin, 
3,079 ;  cream  of  tartar,  879 ;  coal  products,  not  dyes, 
1,734 ;  cinchona-bark,  951 ;  gambier,  6,470 ;  painters' 
colours  and  pigments,  15,090 ;  unenumerated  dyestuffs, 
9,538 ;  unenumerated  drugs  and  medicines,  19,061?.  Quick- 
silver imports  improved  by  271,675  lb.  to  794,350  lb. 

Turning  to  exports,  we  note  that  out  of  the  total  gain 
•of  2,682,414?.  no  less  than  2,280,094?.  applied  to  manu- 
factured goods.  Cotton  yarns  and  fabrics  indicate  the 
biggest  increase  by  844,905?.,  but  the  expansion  is  of  an 
all-round  character,  applying  to  fourteen  out  of  eighteen 
groups.  For  the  first  time  for  many  months  there  is  a 
decrease  (42,840?.)  in  our  exports  of  chemicals  and  the 
like,  which  points  to  a  slackening  off  in  activity  in  this 
section.     The  total  exports  were  1,803,677?.,  as  against 


1,846,517?.,  and  examination  reveals  that  the  fall  applies 
inappreciably  to  a  number  of  items — e.g.,  medicines  are 
down  by  11,517?.  to  177,134?.  ;  bleaching-powder, 
24,366  cwt.  less ;  copper  sulphate,  4,205  tons  less ;  glycerin, 
2,226  cwt.  less ;  muriate  of  ammonia,  9,282  cwt.  less ;  soda 
compounds,  9,895  cwt.  less ;  and  unenumerated  chemicals, 
13,420?.  less.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  more  activity 
in  tar  products,  the  values  rising  from  196,546?.  to 
221,587?.  ;  the  exports  of  benzol  and  toluol  more  than 
doubled,  and  carbolic  acid  rose  from  8,610  cwt.  to 
12,952  cwt.  Potassium  compounds  were  better  by  6,551?. 
British-made  quinine  exports  were  down  considerably,  but 
there  was  a  big  increase  in  'foreign-made  quinine.  In  view 
of  the  interest  attached  to  quinine,  we  give  the  statistics 
in  full  : 

1911  1912  1913 

oz.  oz.  oz. 

February  imports   215,590      360,581  518,604 

exports  (British  made)      92,733      155,245  105,087 
,,  „      (Foreign  made)      4,636         7,808  192,881 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  (British  and  foreign)  exports 
last  month  were  134,915  oz.  in  excess  of  those  of  February 
last  year,  and  for  the  two  completed  months  we  have  total 
exports  of  424,382  oz.  (215,812  oz.  British,  218,570  oz. 
foreign),  as  against  349,257  oz.  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  1912.  Quicksilver  exports,  in  which  a  price  reduction 
was  announced  last  week,  fell  by  104,325  lb.,  principally 
owing  to  the  smaller  Chinese  demand. 

Additions  to  the  Poison  Schedule. 

Under  "The  Gazette"  we  print  the  Order  in 
Council  approving  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's 
alteration  of,  and  additions  to,  Part  II.  of  the 
Schedule  of  Poisons.  This  is  the  first  instance 
in  the  history  of  poison  law  in  Great  Britain 
that  an  entry  has  been  removed  from  the  schedule.  This 
is  done  under  section  1  of  the  1908  Act  as  regards 
sulphonal,  which,  however,  is  replaced,  and  other  sub- 
stances of  a  like  nature,  along  with  it,  while  articles  of 
the  veronal  class  are  also  added.  We  append  a  list  of  the 
common  names  of  substances  which  are  now  to  be  regarded 
as  Part  II.  poisons  : 

Chineonal.  Proponal. 

Codeonal.  Reversed  sulphonal. 

Deba.  Sulphonal. 

Diethyl-barbituric  acid  and  Trional. 
its  derivatives.  Tetronal. 

Hypnogen.  Veronacetin. 

Luminal.  Veronal. 

Malonyl-urea.  Veronal-sodium. 

Malourea.  Ureides  (poisonous). 

Medinal.  Urethanes  (poisonous). 

There  may  be  others,  such  as  Adalin,  Aleudrin,  Bromural, 
Euphorine,  and  Hedonal,  but  their  inclusion  depends  upon 
chemical  opinion  or  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  the  new 
entries,  and  as  to  these  there  ought  to  be  an  official 
declaration.  The  additions  are  the  first  of  the  omnibus 
kind,  and  are  in  consequence  difficult  to  •  interpret. 
Retailers  and  wholesalers  who  are  called  upon  to  do  so 
in  order  to  bring  themselves  within  the  four  corners  of 
the  law  have  our  fullest  sympathy.  The  new  provisions 
come  into  force  on  April  14.  The  card  schedule  pub- 
lished by  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  bear  the  new 
entries,  and  memoranda  as  to  colchicum  preparations  and 
carbolic-acid  disinfectants. 

Petroleum-spirit  Report. 
The  Departmental  Committee  on  Petroleum  Spirit,  which 
was  appointed  in  1908,  has  this  week  issued  its  final  re- 
port. The  first  report  was  issued  in  1910,  and  dealt 
with  many  of  the  points  which  in  the  final  report  are 
given    as    the    recommendations    of    the  Committee., 
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The  appointment  of  a  central  authority  is  recommended, 
which  would  make  rules  guarding  against  the  dangers 
of  petroleum  spirit  and  appoint  officers  to  supervise  the 
working  of  the  Acts.  The  conveyance  of  petroleum 
spirit  is  to  be  regulated,  excessive  decentralisation  of 
local  authorities  be  amended,  and  definite  obligations 
placed  upon  local  authorities  to  enforce  the  law.  In 
regard  to  the  manufacture  and  use  of  petroleum  spirit, 
the  following  recommendations  are  made  : 

(a)  Manufacture— That  it  is  unnecessary  to  recommend 
further  restrictions. 

(6)  Use  for  Purposes  of  Trade.— That  when  any  quantity 
of  petroleum  spirit  is  used  for  trade  purposes  it  should 
be  considered  as  "  kept  "  so  as  to  apply  the  present  law  to 
all  cases  of  trade  use  of  petroleum  spirit  when  the  quantity 
provided  in  the  present  exemption  clause  is  exceeded. 

(c)  Domestic  Use.— That  Section  6  of  the  Petroleum  Act, 
1871,  should  be  amended  to  prescribe  different  labels,  one 
for  large  storage  vessels  which  cannot  be  brought  into  a 
house,  and  the  other  for  more  portable  vessels.  The  labels 
should  be  lettered  in  red  on  a  white  ground,  and  should 
contain  cautions,  the  exact  wording  being  prescribed.  The 
object  is  to  familiarise  the  public  with  a  distinctive 
petroleum-spirit  label,  and  education  in  this  respect  might 
also  be  achieved  through  the  medium  of  the  schools. 

{d)  Use  by  Hairdressers.— -That  the  use  of  petroleum-spirit 
nair-washes  in  hairdressing  establishments  should  be  pro- 
hibited, and  it  should  be  made  illegal  for  any  hairdresser 
to  use  petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures  containing  petroleum 
spirit  on  the  hair  of  the  living  subject. 

In  regard  to  the  hawking  of  petroleum,  it  is  recommended 
-that  the  Petroleum  (Hawkers)  Act,  1881,  be  repealed,  and 
regulations  made  by  the  central  authority  to  deal  with  the 
■conditions  to  be  observed  by  hawkers.  Another  recom- 
mendation is  that  Section  7  of  the  Petroleum  Act,  1871, 
should  be  altered  to  prevent  the  keeping  of  petroleum 
spirit  in  any  glass  or  earthenware  vessel  of  a  greater 
•capacity  than  half  a  pint.  The  Committee  do  not  recom- 
mend that  the  use  of  safety  devices — e.g.,  a  gauze-pro- 
tected vent-pipe —  should  be  made  compulsory,  except  in 
the  case  of  motor-boats  plying  for  hire.  The  use  of  steel 
"barrels  should  be  fostered  as  much  as  possible. 

Exhibitions  Commissioners*  Report. 
The  report  of  the  British  Commissioners  for  the  Brus- 
sels, Eome,  and  Turin  Exhibitions  has  been  issued  this 
week.  This  is  an  interesting  document  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  scheme  of  official  participation  of  the  British 
Government  has  been  tried  at  three  European  exhibitions, 
and  is  to  be  continued  at  the  limited  exhibition  at  Ghent 
this  year.  The  Commissioners  have  taken  steps  to  find 
■out  from  British  exhibitors  what  commercial  results  have 
accrued  from  participation  in  the  Brussels  and  Turin 
Exhibitions.  A  series  of  questions  were  sent  out,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  Brussels  Exhibition  32  per  cent,  of  the 
■firms  stated  that  their  exhibits  had  produced  good  tangible 
results,  and  a  further  33  per  cent,  expressed  themselves 
as  satisfied  with  the  results  of  their  exhibits.  The  heavy 
loss  occasioned  by  the  disastrous  fire  at  Brussels  accounts 
for  the  disappointment  which  some  of  the  exhibitors  ex- 
pressed. The  results  in  the  case  of  the  Turin  Exhibition 
were  not  so  good  as  at  Brussels,  for  various  reasons,  but 
54  per  cent,  of  the  British  exhibitors  answered  the  ques- 
tions addressed  to  them  in  a  favourable  sense.  Sugges- 
tions have  been  made  for  improving  the  organisation  of 
future  exhibitions,  which  are  to  be  discussed  with  a  view 
of  adoption  where  possible.  Sir  Boverton  Redwood  re- 
ports separately  on  the  Chemical  Industries  Committee, 
and  specially  mentions  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Walter 
F.  Reid.  The  total  of  the  various  grants  made  by  Parlia- 
ment was  211,400?.,  of  which  63,000?.  was  spent  on  the  pur- 
chase of  permanent  plant.  The  fire  at  the  Brussels 
Exhibition  destroyed  part  of  this  plant,  and  also  necessi- 
tated supplementary  grants.  The  new  method  of  organi- 
sation is  cheaper  than  the  previous  system  of  grants  as 
adopted  for  the  Paris  and  St.  Louis  exhibitions. 
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f"P  HE  annual  general  meeting  was  held  in  Burlington 
J.  House,  London,  W.,  on  Friday  afternoon,  March  14, 
Professor  P.  F.  Frankland  presiding.  The  report  of  the 
Council  was  taken  as  read,  having  been  circulated  to  the 
Fellows.  It  showed  that  the  membership  of  the  Society 
on  December  31,  1912,  was  3,158,  and  honorary  and 
foreign  members  num- 
bered thirty-three.  The 
journal  of  the  Society 
contained  2,264  pages  and 
5,497  abstracts.  In  the 
Transactions  were  2,568 
pages,  including  266 
memoirs.  In  all  these 
matters  progress  is  shown. 
The  report  also  dealt  with 
the  general  business  of  the 
Society  throughout  the 
year,  mentioning,  among 
other  things,  that  a  Laden- 
burg  memorial  lecture  is 
to  be  given  by  Professor 
Kipping,  and  one  on 
Van  't  Hoff  by  Professor 
James  Walker.  The  neces- 
sity for  increasing  the. 
book  space  in  the  library 
was  also  referred  to. 
There  are  21,256  volumes  in  it,  and  7,000  more  will  be 
added  during  the  next  ten  years.  The  Council,  by  special 
resolution,  thanked  Professor  Crossley  for  his  services 
as  Secretary  during  eight  years. 

The  financial  statement  showed  an  excess  of  income 
over  expenditure  of  176?.  Is.  Id.,  the  income  from  all 
sources  having  amounted  to  8,120?.  12s.  3d.,  and  the 
expenditure  to  7,944?.  10s.  8d. 

Dr.  Alexander  Scott,  Treasurer,  explained  the  accounts 
in  detail,  stating  that  in  return  for  their  21.  annual 
subscription  Fellows  get  back  31s.  in  publications,  and 
3s.  in  library,  so  that  6s.  pays  for  all  the  other  benefits 
of  the  Society,  which  can  only  do  this  because  21,000?. 
has  been  invested.  Dr.  Scott  expressed  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  to  Professor  J.  M.  Thomson,  Dr.  Rideal,  and 
Professor  Dobbie,  for  auditing  the  accounts.  Professor 
Thomson  replied,  emphasising  a  plea  made  by  Dr.  Scott 
for  the  crowded  library,  "  one  of  the  best  of  the  kind 
that  chemists- have." 

Two  resolutions  followed — viz.,  adoption  of  the  report 
and  thanks  to  the  Council,  moved  by  Mr.  Fairley  (Leeds) 
and  seconded  by  Professor  Green;  thanks  to  the  officers 
by  Mr.  W.  F.  Reid,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman, 
the  president  interposing  his  personal  thanks  to  the  per- 
manent officers.  Professor  Crossley,  in  acknowledging, 
said  he  had  never  relinquished  any  office  with  greater 
regret  than  he  now  does  the  secretaryship. 

Professor  Frankland   then   delivered   an   address  on 
The  Walden  Inversion. 

Walden  discovered  some  seventeen  years  ago  that  it 
is  possible  to  transform  ?-malic  acid  into  rf-malic  acid 
and  vice  versa,  without  racemisation  by  means  of  chloro- 
succinic  acid.  Armstrong  was  the  first  to  suggest  a 
tentative  explanation  for  this  type  of  phenomenon  now 
known  under  the  above  name  given  by  Emil  Fischer. 
This  led  to  the  working  out  of  complete  schemes  show- 
ing the  various  changes  in  the  cycle  of  compounds, 
diagrams  of  which  were  shown.  Walden  had  also  shown 
that  one  and  the  same  chloro-succinic  acid  yields  malic  acids 
of  opposite  configuration  when  treated  with  silver  oxide 
and  potassium  hydrate.  The  hypotheses  of  Armstrong, 
Emil  Fischer,  Werner,  Biilmann,  and  Gadamar  were  com- 
mented upon  by  the  President.  The  mechanism  in 
Werner's  hypothesis  is  clear  in  the  conception  of  the 
attraction  of  the  external  group  to  three  of  the  faces  of 
the  tetrahedron,  with  the  asymmetric  carbon  atom  as 
centre,  guaranteeing  one  configuration,  while  attachment 
to  the  remaining  face  gives  the  opposite  configuration. 
Fischer's   explanation   also    introduces   residual  affinity 
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and  is  essentially  the  same,  differing  in  terminology  and 
more  general  application.  Still  there  is  some  right  to 
postulate  residual  affinity  in  the  case  of  a  saturated 
carbon  atom  as  an  asymmetrical  carbon  atom,  but 
chlorine  and  amino  groups  possess  considerable  residual 
affinity.  Gadamar's  view  is  that  additive  compounds 
are  formed,  and  that  normal  behaviour  is  due  to  anion, 
while  change  is  due  to  kation.  The  change  in  the  plane 
of  the  vibrating  atoms  on  this  hypothesis  was  illustrated 
by. an  ingenious  model.  Biilmann's  view  is  that  bromo- 
substituted  acids  ionise  and  the  bromine  atom  thus 
reacts  more  readily  with  silver  ions.  As  the  reactions 
relate  to  ions  throughout,  it  is  argued  that  no  inversion 
occurs  with  silver  oxide,  and  conversely  with  potassium 
hydroxide.  Attempts  to  apply  this  theory  to  specific 
cases  are  unfruitful,  for  reasons  which  the  President 
fully  explained. 

In  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  phosphorus 
pentachloride  and  thionyl  chloride  may  be  regarded  as 
producing  change  in  configuration.  Nitrosyl  chloride 
(or  bromide)  may  also  be  looked  upon  as  changing  esters 
of  amino-acids  but  not  the  acids  themselves.  There  are 
probably  many  complicating  factors  in  the  transposing 
of  analogous  compounds  by  means  of  silver  oxide  and 
potassium  hydroxide.  The  complexity  of  the  reaction 
when  the  halogen  of  an  halogen  acid  is  replaced  by 
hydroxyl  is  seen  in  the  extended  investigations  of 
Senter.  Three  cases  showed  .  abnormal  behaviour  with 
eilver  oxide,  but  these  had  attached  phenyl  groups. 

In  conclusion,  the  President  said  there  is  no  criterion 
by  which  the  question  of  change  of  configuration  can 
be  definitely  tested,  and  more  experimental  work  is 
Eeeded. 

Sir  W.  A.  Tilden,  in  returning  thanks  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  asking  permission  for  the  paper  to  be  printed, 
alluded  to  the  time  when  the  President's  father  occu- 
pied the  presidential  chair  of  the  Society.  Since  then 
the  duties  attached  to  it  had  become  more  and  more 
onerous.  The  brilliant  address,  he  said,  was  a  useful 
summary  of  a  very  difficult  subject. 

Professor  H.  B.  Dixon,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said 
the  President,  in  coming  to  the  chair,  bore  a  name 
already  great,  and  that  perhaps  at  a  later  time  in  the 
evening  he  would  feel  that  he  had  actually  understood 
the  paper. 

Professor  Frankland  said  the  hereditary  association 
had  added  responsibility  to  his  two  years  of  office.  He 
thanked  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  making  his 
duties  as  agreeable  as  possible. 

Election  of  Officers. 
Before   the    meeting    adjourned    the    Scrutators  re- 
ported that  officers,  as  proposed  by  the  Council,  had 

been  elected  (see  C.  &  D. 
March  8,  index  folio  382). 
Professor  W.  H.  Perkin 
takes  the  presidential 
chair  exactly  thirty  years 
after  his  father,  whose 
period  of  office  was  1883-5. 
The  retiring  President's 
father  (the  late  Sir 
Edward  Frankland, 
K:.O.B,)  served  in  1871-73. 
There  appears  to  be  no 
immediate  prospect  of  a 
recurrence  of  these 
remarkable  coincidences. 
Professor  Crossley  is  the 
new  Foreign  Secretary  of 
the  Society. 


,  William  Henry  Perkin, 
Sc.©.,   Ph.D.,   LL.D.,  FJft.S. 


Anniversary  Dinner. 


Fellows  of  the  Society 
and  guests  dined  together 
in  .the  Hotel  Metropole  in  the  evening.  The  company 
numbered  140,  Professor  Frankland  presiding,  the  vice- 
chairmen  being  Professor  Perkin,  Dr.  A.  Scott,  Professor 
Crossley,  Dr.  S.  Smiles,  and  Dr.  R.  Messel.  Those  con- 
nected with  pharmaceutical  chemistry  in  the  company 


were  Mr.  F.  H.  Carr,  Dr.  E.  Goulding,  Dr.  T.  A, 
Henry,  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill,  Mr.  David  Howard,  Mr.  Peter 
MacKwan,  Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  Mr.  H.  Rogerson,  and  Mr, 
Ian  G.  S.  Wink.  All  the  professions,  except  divinity, 
said  Sir  William  Tilden,  later  on,  were  represented  by 
the  guests — Art  by  Mr.  Arthur  Hacker,  R.A.,  Law  by 
Lords  Justices  Buckley,  Kennedy,  and  Hamilton.  Medi- 
cine by  Sir  Donald  MacAlister  and  Sir  R.  J.  Godlee, 
Bart.,  and  Literature  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells,  besides  all  the 
branches  of  Science — pure  and  applied.  After  the 
loyal  toasts  Lord  Justice  Kennedy  proposed  the 
toast  of  the  Chemical  Society,  Professor  Frankland 
replying  in  a  thoughtful  and  witty  speech.  Then  came 
his  successor  with  "  The  Learned  and  Scientific  Societies," 
for  which  Sir  R.  J.  Godlee,  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  Professor  E.  B.  Poultonr 
President  of  the  Liimean  Society  replied.  Sir  Rickman 
made  an  interesting  speech,  in  which  the  works 
of  Paracelsus,  John  Friend,  and  Louis  Pasteur  were 
dealt  with,  pertinent  allusions  being  made  to  present- 
day  physicking  and  new  remedies.  "The  Guests"  was 
submitted  by  Sir  William  Tilden ;  and  Lord  Justice 
Hamilton,  in  acknowledging,  made  the  most  delightfully- 
characteristic  and  witty  speech  of  the  evening,  in  which 
he  defined  in  the  quaintest  manner  the  place  of  allitera- 
tion in  post-prandial  utterances  on  such  occasions. 
Thus  he  wiped  out  "the  gulf  between  embryology  and 
entomology,"  and  gave  half-a-dozen  other  conceits  of  the 
kind,  which  must  have  disturbed  the  thoughts  of  Mr. 
H.  G.  Wells,  who  spoke  next  to  the  wearying  of  the 
company,  yet  they  had  paid  him  the  compliment  of 
waiting  until  he  rose.  So  the  Fellows  departed,  untii 
they  meet  again  in  the  same  manner  two  years  hence. 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Act  (1881)  Amendment  Bill. 

Sir  F.  Low  has  re-introduced  this  Session  his  Bill  to 
amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  practice  of  veterinary  sur- 
gery and  medicine. 

Nurses'  Registration  Bill. 
The  Bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  on  Tues- 
day, to  regulate  the  qualifications  of  trained  nurses  and 
to  provide  for  their  registration  is,  our  Parliamentary 
correspondent  is  informed,  identical  with  the  proposals  of 
last  Session. 

Nicotine  as  Insecticide. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  March  18,  Mr. 
Charles  Bathurst  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  state  what  is  the  amount  of  the  import  duty 
on  nicotine  used  as  an  insecticide  by  hop-growers,  farmers, 
and  gardeners ;  and  whether  he  can  give  any  reason  for 
nicotine  being  much  more  expensive  to  users  of  that  in- 
secticide in  this  country  than  in  France. 

The  Chancellor  replied  that  there  is  no  import  duty  on 
nicotine,  nor  is  there  any  duty  upon  nicotine  manufactured 
in  this  country.  With  regard  to  the  last  part  of  the 
question  he  has  no  information. 

Patent  Medicines  Inquiry. 

The  Select  Committee  on  Patent  and  Proprietary 
Medicines  and  Medical  Preparations  and  Appliances 
and  Advertisements  relating  thereto  has,  as  already 
foreshadowed  in  the  C.  &  D.,  been  reappointed 
as  follows :  Mr.  C.  Bathurst,  Mr.  Cawley,  Dr. 
Chappie,  Mr.  Norman  Craig,  Sir  H.  Dalziel,  Mr.  Hayden, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Mr.  Haydn  Jones,  Mr.  Harry 
Lawson,  Mr.  Lynch,  Sir  P.  Magnus,  Mr.  H.  Newton,  Sir 
H.  Norman,  and  Mr.  O'Grady. 

On  the  motion  to  appoint  the  Committee,  Mr.  Lynch 
said  he  should  like  on  a  point  of  order  to  have  the  ruling 
of  the  Speaker.  The  hon.  member  said  he  did  not  object 
to  the  reconstitution  of  the  Committee,  but  he  beFeved 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  one  or  two  of  its  members  had 
not  attended  more  than  one  meeting  during  the  whole 
time  that  the  Committee  had  been  in  existence.  He  did 
not  inti'oduce  the  point  with  any  idea  of  causing  offence- 
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to  those  hon.  members,  but  on  the  general  principle  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  it  was  proper  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  constituted  of  members  who  failed  to 
.attend  in  some  cases  even  a  single  meeting. 

No  reply  was  given,  and  the  motion  to  appoint  the 
-Committee  was  agreed  to. 

No  meeting  of  the  Committee  will  take  place  until  after 
the  Easter  adjournment. 

Bankruptcy  Law  Reform. 

The  Government  Bill,  founded  upon  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Departmental  Committee  which  sat  a  few 
years  ago  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  reform  of  the 
existing  bankruptcy  laws,  was  read  a  second  time  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Monday  evening.  It  was  originally 
introduced  in  lail,  and  passed  through  all  stages  in  the 
House  of  Lords  last  Session,  and  now  came  up  in  a  modi- 
fied form  with  the  approval  of  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
business  people,  and  traders  generally.  Mr.  Buxton  said 
the  Bill  provides  for  a  more  expeditious  procedure  for 
the  prosecution  of  offenders  under  the  bankruptcy  laws 
by  orhcers  and  agents  of  the  Board  of  Trade  irr  Courts  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction.  There  is  a  new  proposal  pro- 
viding that  the  creditors  of  a  second  bankruptcy  are  to  be 
allowed  to  rank  equally  with  those  under  the  first. 
Married  women  engaged  in  trade,  whether  separate  from 
their  husbands  or  not,  will  be  subject  to  the  bankruptcy 
law.  It  is  also  proposed  to  extend  the  control  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  over  foreigners  in  every  respect  where 
they  have  a  branch  or  agent  or  partners  residing  in  this 
•country. 

Opium  and  Morphia  for  Medicinal  Purposes. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  informed  Sir  J.  D. 
Rees,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday, 
March  17,  that  the  total  quantity  of  opium  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1912  was  555, t>31  lb.,  and  the  re- 
exports in  the  same  year  were  163,455  lb.,  making  a  net 
import  of  0^,176  lb.  There  was  also  exported  36,332  lb. 
of  opium  dry  and  powdered  into  the  United  Kingdom. 
During  the  five  years  from  1908  to  1912  the  imports 
retained  have  averaged  about  272,000  lb.  annually.  He 
understood  that  this  opium  is  used  principally  in  the 
preparation  of  morphia  and  morphia  salts,  but  there  are 
no  statistics  available  as  to  the  total  manufacture  of  these 
latter.  The  total  exports  of  morphia  and  morphia  salts 
of  United  Kingdom  manufacture  reached  276,572  oz.  in 
1912,  and  these  exports  must,  therefore,  have  required  for 
their  manufacture  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  net 
imports  of  opium.  As  regards  the  imports  of  opium 
derivatives  the  only  statistics  are  those  relating  to  morphia 
a,nd  morphia  salts,  of  which  21,539  oz.  was  imported  and 
1,663  oz.  re-exported  in  1912,  bringing  the  net  imports  on 
balance  to  19,876  oz.  He  has  no  information  as  to  how 
much  of  the  preparations  and  derivatives  of  opium  is 
retained  for  medicinal  use  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
how  much  for  other  purposes. 

Dugong  Oil  for  the  Suffragettes. 

As  announced  in  last  week's  C.  <£•  D.,  Mr.  King  asked 
the  Home  Secretary  if  he  is  aware  of  recent  pathological 
experiments,  made  on  patients  incapable  of  taking  food, 
which  tend  to  establish  the  fact  that  dugong  oil,  if  per- 
sistently rubbed  into  the  pores  of  the  skin  daily,  will 
keep  the  patient  alive  for  several  weeks;  and  whether  he 
will  use  this  method  of  treatment,  as  an  alternative  for 
the  forcible  feeding  of  prisoners  ?— Mr.  McKenna  :  I  am 
informed  that  cod-liver  oil  has  been  frequently  applied  by 
inunction  to  infants  to  combat  malnutrition,  but  with  very 
doubtful  success.  In  any  case  the  prolongation  of  life  by 
this  means  would  be  very  limited. 

Mr.  King  :  Is  the  right  hon.  gentleman  aware  that  since 
I  put  this  question  on  the  paper  I  have  received  letters 
from  gentlemen  attributing  the  saving  of  their  lives  to 
this  process?— Mr.  McKenna:  I  can  quite  understand 
that  to  be  the  case,  but  it  would  only  be  possible  to  adopt 
this  practice  where  the  feeding  was  required  as  a  tem- 
porary process.  In  the  prison  cases  it  would  hardly  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  :  Has  dugong  anything  to  do  with 
cod  ?— Mr.  McKenna  :  I  have  replied  with  regard  to  cod- 
Iiver  oil.    The  process  would  be  the  same. 


Mr.  King  :  Does  not  dugong  oil  differ  from  cod-liver 
oil  in  this  respect,  that  it  is  very  much  more  pungent  in 
smell  ? — No  reply  was  returned. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

Contracting  Out. — Mr.  Hicks  Beach  put  a  question  to 
Mr.  Masterman  on  March  13  as  to  the  Commissioners' 
alleged  decision  ' '  that  those  insured  persons  who  are 
exercising  their  right  of  a  free  choice  of  doctor  and  have 
made  private  arrangements  with  doctors  off  the  panel  are 
not  entitled  to  receive  medicine  free  from  chemists  on  the 
panel." — To  th(is  Mr.  Masterman  replied  in  the  words  of 
the  Act  and  regulations  that  Insurance  Committees  must 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  treatment  and  medicines  as  well. 

Mr.  Hicks  Beach  again  asked  Mr.  Masterman  on 
March  17  "  why  insured  persons  who  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  treatment  by  doctors  off  the  panel  are 
not  allowed  to  receive  medicine  free  from  chemists  on  the 
panel  in  the  same  way  as  other  insured  persons  who  are 
treated  by  doctors  on  the  panel?  " — Mr.  Masterman  replied 
that  Section  15  (3)  contemplates  that  when  insured  persons 
are  allowed  to  arrange  for  medical  attendance  and  treat- 
ment they  shall  also  make  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  and  their  own  appliances.  It  would  be 
obviously  unfair  to  require  chemists  on  the  panel  whose 
remuneration  is  based  on  a  capitation  system  and  accord- 
ingly limited  to  the  sums  available  to  supply  medi- 
cines to  an  unlimited  extent  on  the  prescriptions 
of  doctors  who  have  not,  like  those  on  the 
panels,  a  collective  responsibility  with  regard  to 
the  arrangements  made  for  medical  benefit  in  the  area. — 
Mr.  Hick6-Beach  :  May  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  all  insured  persons  pay  through  the  contributions 
of  themselves,  their  employers,  and  the  State  for  benefits 
which  include  doctors  and  medicine,  and,  if  so,  is  it  not 
very  unfair  that  a  person  who  pays  in  addition-  out  of 
his  private  sources  for  the  services  of  a  doctor  off  the 
panel  should  lose  the  benefit  of  free  medicine  to  which  he 
is  otherwise  entitled  ? — Mr.  Masterman  replied  that  they 
receive  the  full  equivalent  for  what  they  would  obtain 
if  they  were  attended  by  a  doctor  on  the  panel  for  drugs 
as  well  as  for  doctors. 

Amendment  Bill. — Mr.  Masterman  informed  Mr.  O. 
Locker  Lampson,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday  that  a  Bill  is  now  being  prepared  and  will  be 
introduced  this  year  in  order  to  bring  within  Insurance 
legislation  the  grants-in-aid  voted  by  Parliament.  Other 
minor  changes  or  additions  may  be  proposed,  but  he 
was  unable  at  present  to  say  whether  any  proposals  will 
involve  an  increase  of  expenditure. 

Rules  and  Orders. — Mr.  Masterman  announced  on 
Wednesday  that  a  volume  containing  all  the  statutory- 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Insurance  Act  up  to  the  end  of 
December  with  an  index  is  in  course  of  preparation  and 
will  be  available  in  a  few  days. 

Sanatorium  Treatment. — Mr.  Masterman  informed  Mr. 
Hicks-Beach  on  Monday,  March  17,  that  a  deposit 
contributox  discharged  from  a  sanatorium  owing  to  his 
or  her  condition  being  unsuitable  for  further  treatment  is 
eligible  for  sanatorium  benefit  at  home,  including  medical 
treatment  and  the  supply  of  medicines  and  other  articles 
ancillary  to  such  treatment.  He  also  draws  sickness 
benefit  from  the  money  standing  to  his  account. 


Regulating  Opium. — The  Board  of  Trade  have  received 
copy  of  a  bill  which  proposes  to  regulate  the  importation 
into,  and  the  storage  and  disposal  of  opium,  morphine, 
cocaine,  and  similar  drugs  in  the  colony  and  protectorate 
of  Sierra  Leone.  The  bill  provides  for  the  prohibition  of 
the  importation  of  any  prepared  opium  into  the  colony 
or  protectorate,  and  also  the  importation  of  any  opium 
except  by  sea.  All  imported  opium  must  be  deposited  in 
a  store,  at  a  place  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  must 
not  be  removed  therefrom,  except  on  the  written  authority 
of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  or  other  authorised, 
medical  officer,  nor  delivered  to  any  persons  except 
registered  medical  practitioners,  dentists,  and  licensed 
druggists.  The  term  "opium"  includes  raw  and  medi- 
cinal opium,  morphine,  heroine,  cocaine,  and  similar  drugs. 
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Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Interests. 


German  Medical  Benefit. 

The  recently  published  official  statistics  of  German  insur- 
ance against  sickness  for  1911  show  an  increase  of  4.9  per 
cent,  in  the  incidence  of  sickness  beyond  the  average  for 
1885  to  1911.  The  total  number  of  insured  amounted  to 
13,619,048  (increase  of  549,673  over  1910)  who  were 
members  of  22,778  different  sick  clubs.  The  income  of 
these  clubs  aggregated  24,546,403?.,  and  the  expenditure 
amounted  to  23,454,360?.  The  incidence  of  illness  among 
the  insured  amounted  to  42.4  per  cent.,  against  39.8  per 
cent,  in  1910.  The  various  items  of  expenditure  figuring 
under  the  title  of  medical  benefit  were  as  follows  : 

Excp*s  over 
1911.  1910. 
£  £ 

...   4.187,711  365,687 

...    2,658,561  247.748 

...    2,567,893  304,392 

...    7,679,148  881,507 


Medical  attendance 
Drugs  and  appliances 
Hospital  treatment 
Sick  pay  ... 


Reckoned  out  for  each  person  insured  we  have  the 
following  comparison  : 

1911.  1910. 

s.    d.  s.  d. 

Medical  attendance                           6     2  5  10! 

Drugs  and  appliances                         3    11  3  8| 

Sick  pay   11     3-§      10  5 

Hospital  treatment,  &c                      4    11  4  7 

Each  case  of  illness  coupled  with  sick-pay  among  the 
insured  entailed  an  expenditure  of  3?.  Is.  llrf.,  and  every 
day's  sickness  coupled  with  incapacity  for  work  cost  the 
club  on  an  average  3s.  l^d.  The  per  capita  cost  of  drugs 
and  appliances  during  the  past  five  years  shows  a  steady 
increase— viz.  :  1907,  3s.  4rf.  ;  1908,  3s.  6±d.  ;  1909,  -3s.  Id.  ; 
1910,  3s.  8f tf.  ;  and  1911,  3s.  lid. 

Points  in  Practice. 

Being  questions  and  answers  in  regard  to  difficulties  of 
administration  and  interpretation  experienced  by 
"  C.  &  D."  readers. 

Gamgee. — Country  Chemist  (13/24)  asks  if  he  was  right 
in  supplying  1  lb.  of  Gamgee  tissue  ordered  on  a  pink  form. 
[No.    See  C.  &  D.,  March  1,  index  folio  335.] 

Agency. — Simon  (250/17). — There  is  nothing  in  the  Insur- 
ance Act'  to  prevent  such  an  arrangement  as  you  mention. 
It  is,  however,  subject  to  Pharmacy  Act  conditions,  as  to 
which  see  the  C.  &  D.  Diary. 

Ruhal  Areas  Dispensing. — W.  It.  W.  (3/71)  says :  "A 
doctor  in  my  district  does  his  own  Insurance  dispensing  out- 
side the  mile  limit,  but  in  one  case  at  least — of  a  patient 
who  resides  outside  the  mile,  and  whose  medicine  (a  patent 
article)  amounts  to  2s.  bd.  weekly — he  gives  a  prescription 
which  is  brought  to  me  by  the  patient  to  bo  dispensed.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  a  doctor  can  pick  and  choose  in  this 
way.  He  is  quite  aware  the  patient  lives  outside  the  mile, 
as  he  dispenses  for  patients  residing  nearer  to  me."  [The 
doctor  has  the  right  to  choose  his  patients,  and  we  can  find 
nothing  to  the  contrary  in  the  Regulations  as  to  insured 
persons  in  rural  areas,  who  may  be  taken  on  the  9s.  per 
capita  basis,  or  for  treatment  without  drugs.] 

Repeating  Medicines  without  Doctor's  Orders. — J.  W.  H. 
(257/30)  asks  if  we  consider  it  permissible  to  supply  an 
insured  person  with  a  mixture  prescribed  by  a  panel  doctor 
which  he  finds  suits  him.  [We  think  it  inadvisable  for  panel 
chemists  to  begin  this  sort  of  thing.  The  better  course  is 
for  the  insured  person  to  call  on  the  doctor  and  get  a  "  Rep. 
Mist."  order.  If  he  does  not  care  to  do  this  the  chemist 
should  communicate  with  the  doctor,  and  ask  his  authority 
to  supply  the  mixture  at  the  insured  person's  expense.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  an  important  legal  considera- 
tion applies  specially — viz.,  that  the  State  has  made  a  con- 
tract with  insured  persons  to  provide  them,  inter  alia,  with 
medical  treatment.  In  order  to  secure  this  efficiently,  the 
State  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with  doctors  and 
chemists.  The  chemists'  part  of  the  agreement  is  to  supply 
the  insured  persons  with  medicines  ordered  by  the  doctor. 
The  insured  person,  by  acting  without  the  authority  of  the 
doctor,  infringes  the  rules,  and  it  is  obviously  most  un- 
desirable that  the  chemist  should  be  a  party  to  such  in- 
fringement.   It  may  imperil  his  position  on  the  panel.] 


Dispensing  Problem. — A.  M.  B.  (7/72)  has  received  the- 
following  prescription,  and  wants  to  know  how  to  dispense 

it: 

White-pine  bark    gr.  iv. 

Wild  cherry  gr.  iij. 

Balsam  poplar-buds    gr.  g 

Spikenard-root    gr.  ^ 

Sassafras    gr.  £ 

Chloroform      mi 

Acetomorph.  hyd.  (heroin)  ...  gr.  5 
Sig.  :  oj.  4tis  hora.  Mitte  jjxvj. 
Note  that  there  is  no  mention  of  "whether  the  above  amount  is- 
to  be  made  up  to  any  measure.  We  take  it  to  be  aq.  ad  51. 
[The  easiest  way  to  dispense  this  is  to  supply  a  16  fl.oz.  bottle 
of  Anodyne  Pine  Expectorant  with  heroin  (P.,  D.  &  Co.). 
The  prescription  appears  to  be  a  copy  of  the  teaspoonfuL 
contents  of  that  preparation,  written  under  the  impression 
that  it  pays  the  chemist  better  to  compound  such  prepara- 
tions than  to  dispense  them  ready-made.  Here,  however, 
the  chemist  gets  Is.  at  the  most  for  his  own  make  and 
4s.  Id.  for  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s,  a  dispensing-fee  of  id.  being 
included.  The  prescriber  ignores  the  compounding  and 
menstruum  necessary  to  present  his  prescription  in  a  suit- 
able form,  which  are  included  in  the  manufacturers'  charge, 
but  are  not  allowed  by  the  Insurance  tariff  for  the  home- 
made article.] 

Pricing  Problems. 

Insurance  prescriptions  received  by  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers- 
and  submitted  to  us  for  pricing,  because  of  exceptional  or 
new  points  of  interpretation.  The  principles  upon  which 
prescriptions  are  charged  for  are  fully  explained  ™*he 
pricing-  card  supplied  by  the  Book  Department,  C.  &  D., 
price  6d.,  by  post  7d. 

Dispensing-fees—  Country  asks  if  there  are  dispensing- 
fees  for  aq.  calcis,  lactopeptine,  and  antiphlogistine. 
[Yes.  Charge  fee  on  lactopeptine  as  a  powder,  mixed  bulk, 
and  on  antiphlogistine  as  an  ointment.] 

Double-strength  Mixtures.—  Eboracum  (13/38)  asks  how 
to  charge  mixtures  (e.g.,  mist,  bismuthi,  mist,  expectorans, 
etc.)  ordered  double  the  strength  of  the  local  Pharmacopoeia - 
[Charge  tariff  prices  for  ingredients,  plus  dispensing-tee. 
Bismuth  mixture,  double  strength,  3vnj.,  contains  bismuth, 
carbonate  3viij.  (U.),  sodii  bicarb.  3viij.  (%d.) ,  aq.  chlorot. 
(double  strength)  (l£d.),  dispensing-fee  2d. ;  total  M.  ±>rice 
others  on  the  same  principle.  Note  dispensmg-tee  lor  b-oz. 
mixture  only. 

Inf.  Senega  Co.  Cose— Eboracum  (la/38).— We  presume- 
this  is  written  in  error  for  "  Inf.  senega?  cone.  Oharge- 
*i.  at  Ud.  [i.e.,  list  price  3s.  4d.,  divided  by  12). 

Malt  and  Oil. — A.  P.  W.  (24/60)  asks  the  charge  for 
"  01.  omorrhuse  3iv.,  and  ext.  bym  hq.  ad  jviij.  LGharge- 
the  oil  2^d.  and  the  bynin  at  cost  plus  one-third  (o?a.), 
making  with  dispensing-fee  (2d.)  a  total  of  lid.  Your  other 
questions  have  been  replied  to  in  previous  issues  or  in 
answers  to  other  subscribers.  For  several  bottles  of  medicine 
ordered  from  one  prescription,  see  C.  di  D.,  February  8, 
index  folio  221  (reply  to  "  W.  F.  N.").  and  C  &  D.,  Febru- 
ary 15,  index  folio  260  (reply  to  "  P.  H.  D.").  Charges  for 
tablets  are  dealt  with  below  under  "  Tablets.  ' 

Mist  Alba.— Country  Chemist  (13/24).— The  replies  under 
"  Stock  Mixtures  "  in  the  C.  &  D.  for  February  8,  index 
folio  220,  cover  your  question.  . 

Pil.  Aperiens.— C.  M.  (5/18)  asks  if  our  rulings  in  this 
column  are  subject  to  Insurance  Committees.  He  points- 
out  that  in  the  local  Insurance  formulary  "  no  fee  is 
marked  against  pil.  aperiens  and  a  few  other  pills.  [<Jur 
rulings  are,  of  course,  subject  to  any  variations  made  locally 
in  the  drug  tariff  itself,  so  that  if  "  pil.  aperiens  is  in- 
cluded in  the  tariff,  which  is  actually  the  subject  ol  the 
contract  between  the  Committee  and  the  chemists,  no  dis- 
pensing-fee is  chargeable.  If  the  formulary  is  not  covereoJ 
by  the  contract  a  dispensing-fee  should  be  charged.] 

Potassii  Bromidum. — Country  Chemist  asks  if  the  charge 
for  potas.  brom.  3iss.  is  Id.  or  id.  [This  works  out  at 
id.,  and  we  advise  to  raise  the  charge  to  Id.,  especially 
if  single  farthings  are  taken  down  to  the  nearest  penny.] 

Pricing  Prescriptions. — A.  E.  D.  (4/9).— If  you  had  fol- 
lowed the  examples  given  in  this  column  your  questions 
would  be  unnecessary.  The  twelve  hamamehn  suppositories 
are  charged  8id.  (materials  2%d.,  dispensing-fee  bd.).  The 
ointment  (ung.  methyl-salicyl.  co.  and  iodex  aa.  3j.)  is 
priced  at  2s.  3d.— viz.,  Wd.  for  ung.  m.-s.  co.  (listed  at 
8s.  per  lb.=9<Z.  per  oz.),  Is.  Id.  for  the  iodex  (costs  9d.  per 
oz.  unstamped,  which  plus  one-third  =  Is.  or  Is.  Id.  for  1  oz. 
apothecaries'),  and  dispensing-fee  Ad. 

Seidlitz  Powder— A.  L.  (13/33).— The  charge  for  one 
seidlitz  powder  is  id.  It  is  in  the  tariff  as  pulv.  sod.  tart, 
effer.  1  oz.,  Id.,  and  being  "  ordered  uncompounded  no- 
dispensing-fee  is  charged."  See  our  issues  of  February  22, 
index  folio  300,  and  March  1,  index  folio  338. 
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Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Being  reports  of  meetings  and  notes  on  other  matters  from 
various  local  centres. 
Ayr.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  in  Ayr 
on  March  15,  Mr.  Gilbert  Graham,  chemist,  Girvan,  assured 
the  Committee  that  chemists  in  Ayrshire  have  no  second 
quality  of  drugs  in  their  shops.  Insured  persons  get  the 
same  quality  of  drugs  as  private  customers.  If,  however, 
the  tariff  were  continued  as  at  present  they  would  not 
get  the  same  quality,  as  many  items  were  quoted  at  less 
than  the  best  quality  could  be  bought. 

Blackpool. -A  special  meeting  of  the  Blackpool  and 
Fylde  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Palatine 
Hotel,  Blackpool,  on  March  14.  The  President  (Mr.  D.  J. 
Bailey)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  ten  members 
present.    Resolutions  were  passed  as  follows : 

In  •consideration  of  the  greater  cost,  skill,  and  care  necessary 
in  handling  drugs  usually  bought  in  1-oz.  quantities  the  apothe- 
caries' ounce  should  bear  the  same  percentage  of  profit  as  does 
■the  avoirdupois  ounce,  viz.,  31.2  per  cent,  profit  on  sales  instead 
of  the  21.4  per  cent,  as  at  present,  also  that  spirits,  and  tinctures 
in  2-drachm  quantities  and  over  should  give  at  least  31.2  per  cent, 
profit  on  sales. 

The  rules  for  ascertaining  the  drachm  and  mraini  charges  to  be 
as  at  present  arranged  by  the  tariff. 

That  flat  rates  for  waters,  infusions,  spirits,  and'  tinctures  should 
tie  abandoned,  each  item  being  priced  separately.  The  use  of 
concentrated  infusions  should  be  authorised  on  the  grounds  that 
the  concentrated  infusion  is  much  less  costly  than  the  freshly 
prepared,  and  that  the  time  necessary  for  making  the  latter 
might  in  many  cases  lead  to  friction  and  misunderstanding  with 
the  patient. 

In,  dispensing  pills,  capsules,  /powders,  tablets,  ointments  sup- 
positories, and  plasters,  when  ordered  umconipounded  no  less 
charge  than  2d.  for  each  article  should  be  made,  which  charge 
should  include  the  smallest  quantity  of  medicament  recognised 
by  the  tariff. 

That  all  dispensing-fees  are  too  low  :  a  Qualified  assistant  doin«- 
insurance  dispensing  could  not  earn,  his  wages.  For  example  the 
dieipensing-fees  allowed  for  suppositories,  bougies,  pessaries, '  and 
the  ice.  per  dozen  for  dispensing  the  second  dozen  of  powders 
and  cachets  represent  less  than  bd.  per  hour. 

That  the  latest  ruling  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Insurance  concerning  the  auestion  of  nearest  *d  up  or 
down,  m  which  it  is  stated  thait  in  cases  where  a  illeiilotion 
gives  a  result  including  a  id.  exactly,  .the  chemist  should  lose 
cated  alto«©ther  unjust,  and  cannot  be  too  strongly  depre- 

Mr.  Gourlay  (Lythan)  has  become  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Ihe  new  forms  of  agreement  with  the  local  Insurance 
Committee  for  the  period  following  April  15  are  now  to 
hand,  and  it  was  decided  to  recommend  members  to  sign 
these  forthwith. 

Bucks.— The  County  Insurance  Committee  has  already 
sent  agreements  to  chemists  on  the  panel,  asking  them  to 
contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines  for  twelve  months  from 
April  14.    The  chemists  are  considering  the  matter. 

«rDe^>1SillS?lre  (w-est>— A  representative  meeting  of  the 
West  Uenbis-hshire  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  the 
Grosvenor  Hotel,  Rhyl,  on  March  13,  Mr.  Neill  (Colwyn 
Bay)  presiding.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Llewelvn  Jones)  read 
correspondence  from  the  County  Insurance  Committee,  one 
item  of  which  was  that  all  Insurance  prescriptions  were  to 
be  sent  up  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  to 
be  checked,  and  also  that  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  the  amount 
of  the  accounts  would  be  kept  back  at  the  end  of  the 
quarter.  It  was  resolved  to  apply  to  all  chemists  on  the 
panel  in  the  area  for  a  subscription  of  2s.  bd.  per  shop 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Standing  Committee.  It  was 
also  resolved  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee the  desirability  of  altering  the  tariff  in  the  following 
respects : 

1.  That  there  be  a  minimum  disi)cnsing-fee  of  2d.  on  all  un- 
compiriunded  articles  ether  than  surgical  appliances. 

2.  That  there  be  a  minimum  dispensing-fee  of  3<Z.  on  mixtures 
containing  more  than  16  doses. 

3.  That  all  flat  rates 'be  abolished,  and  that  all  articles  be  priced 
on  the  principle  laid  down  on  the  front  page  of  the  tariff 

4.  That  all  quantities  under  I  oz.  be  charged  at  drachm  rate 
'but  in  no  case  is  the  price  for  any  quantity  under  1  oz.  to  be 
greater  than  the  .ljriee  for-*  oz. 

5.  That  fractions  of  Id.  lie  charged  as  id 

i,itrhti  "°  'ar^icIte  011  tnp  Poison  Schedule  be  nrlced  at  less  than 
1ft.  tor  the  smallest  quantity. 

Eastbourne. -A  meeting  of  the  Eastbourne  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  at,  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  March  11 
Mr.  Arthur  Mills  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
wp.re  present  nine  other  members  and  Mr.  D.  Marchant 
(Hon.  Secretary).  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Insurance 
.(.ojrimittee  calling  another  meeting  of  the  Medical  Benefit 
ft'ib-Committee  and  representatives  of  the  practitioners  and 
Pharmacists  on  the  panels.  On  March  13  the  Pharmacists' 
Executive,  in  conference  with  the  Medical  Executive  and 
the  Insurance  Committee,  agreed  to  the  following  after- 
hours  fees : 


Ordinary  days :  From  8.30  p.m.  to  11  p.m.,  5d.  extra  per  call 
from  11  p.m.  to  8  a.m.,  bd.  extra  per  call. 

Wednesdays :  From  1  p.m.  to  11  p.m.,  id.  extra  per  call  (ex- 
cepting between  7.30  and  8.30  p.m.). 

Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays  :  id.  extra  till  11  p.m.,  .excepting 
between  12  to  1  p.m.  and  7.30  to  9.30  p.m.  From  11  p.m.  to  8  a.m. 
bd.  extra. 

Prescriptions  to  ibe  dispensed'  after  the  ordinary  hours  of 
business  and  marked  "  Urgent  "  will  be  charged  the  extra  fee. 
Three  forms  of  prescription-books  for  practitioners  were 
presented  for  approval.  The  Hon.  Secretary  pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  the  duplicate  prescription  to  the  chemist, 
and  mentioned  that  the  tariff  was  drawn  up  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  duplicates  would  be  furnished  by  the 
doctor.  Mr.  Mills  suggested  reversing  the  arrangement  of 
the  book,  which  was  much  appreciated,  and  eventually  a 
triplicate  prescription-book  was  decided  upon. 

Essex.— Mr.  Holloway  (Southend-on-Sea)  (Hon.  Secretary 
and  Treasurer)  hopes  that  Essex  County  pharmacists,  168 
of  whom  were  placed  on  the  panel,  will  hurry  up  with  their 
subscriptions,  in  response  to  a  circular  posted  a  fortnight 
since.    Not  half  of  them  have  yet  replied. 

Exeter.— At  a  district  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  held  at  Exeter  on  March  13,  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  in 
the  chair,  the  Chairman  referred  to  the  question  of  tripli- 
cate and  duplicate  prescriptions.  He  regarded  the  dupli- 
cate book  as  essential,  and  that  two  prescriptions  should 
be  sent  to  the  chemist.  The  duplicating  process  had  worked 
very  well  in  practice.  When  the  proposed  change  was  fore- 
shadowed the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  imme- 
diately got  into  communication  with  the  National  Health 
Commissioners,  and  have  had  one  or  two  meetings  to  discuss 
the  matter.  The  position  arrived  at  is  that  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees  should  do  their  utmost  to  induce  local 
Medical  Committees  to  agree  to  continue  to  supply  dupli- 
cate prescriptions.  It  is  for  pharmacists  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  the  medical  men  in  any  given  area  as  to  how  the 
prescriptions  should  be  sent  to  chemists.  It  had  been  im- 
pressed upon  the  Commissioners  that  if  the  chemist  only 
receives  one  copy  of  the  prescription  there  will  have  to  be 
a  fee  of  at  least  a  penny  for  copying,  although  he  would 
prefer  to  receive  duplicates.  Other  speakers  were  Mr.  T.  A. 
White  (Portsmouth)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock  (Organis- 
ing Secretary).  The  last  named,  in  referring  to  the  drug- 
tariff,  said  chemists  will  have  to  consider  seriously  the 
question  of  the  amount  of  money  provided  for  this  part  of 
the  medical  benefit.  He  mentioned  also  that  in  negotiation 
with  the  Medical  Committees  regarding  the  provision  of 
duplicate  prescription-forms  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the 
copying-fee  would  encroach  on  the  floating  bd.,  and  thus 
would  come  out  of  the  doctors'  pocket.  Mr.  Woolcock  also- 
urged  the  adoption  all  over  the  country  of  the  rota  system 
as  in  force  at  Exeter.  There  could  then  be  no  complaints 
that  patients  cannot  at  all  times  obtain  medicines.  Mr. 
H.  Wippell  Gadd  and  Mr.  W.  Wise  were  the  proposer  and' 
seconder  respectively  of  a  resolution  of  support,  which  "was 
passed  unanimously.  The  company  were  afterwards  enter- 
tained at  tea  by  Mr.  Gadd,  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
conference  as  to  the  formation  of  a  County  Association  to- 
include  the  various  Parliamentary  divisions.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  suggestions  of  the 
meeting. — A  district  meeting  was  also  held  at  Bristol  on- 
March  12,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Bennett. 
Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson  addressed  the- 
meeting. 

Forfarshire.— At  the  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee- 
on  March  15  the  Chairman  stated,  in  reply  to  a  representa- 
tion by  chemists  in  the  district,  that  the  dispensing  rates 
are  really  sweating  rates,  that  they  were  laid  down  by 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  Clerk  added  that  they  were- 
approved  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Glamorgan.— At  a  meeting  of  the  chemists'  organisations- 
in  the  County  of  Glamorgan,  held  at  the  Dunraven  Hotel, 
Bridgend,  on  Thursday,  March  13,  Mr.  A.  Griffiths 
(Maesfcg)  presiding,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee, 
representative  of  the  whole  county,  be  formed,  to  consist  of 
three  representatives  from  each  organisation,  including  the 
President  and  Secretary.  The  following  were  appointed : 
Glamorgan  Valleys  Association,  Messrs.  D.  Arnott,  W.  Oswal' 
Davies,  and  J.  W.  Richards;  Mid-Glamorgan  Association, 
Messrs.  A.  Griffiths,  Williams,  and  Loveluck ;  Swansea, 
Messrs.  Arnold,  Thomas,  and  Kenway ;  Barry  District, 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Richards,  a  third  deputy  to  be  appointed. 
The  Cardiff  area  will  be  dealt  with  afterwards.  The  chief 
object  of  the  committee  is  to  secure  uniformity  of  action  in 
Insurance  Act  negotiations.  Among  the  subjects  afterwards 
discussed  was  the  one-mile  limit  in  rural  areas,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  protest  against  this.  Mr.  Arnott  explained  what 
the  Glamorgan  Insurance  Committee  has  done  as  to  tripli- 
cate prescriptions,  and  it  was  resolved  to  protest  against , 
"  repeat  mixture  "  prescriptions,  and  to  advocate  retention 
of  duplicate  prescriptions.    It  was  further  agreed  to  advise 
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the  County  (local)  Medical  Association  (which  wrote  on  the 
•subject)  that  doctors  should  write  "  Aqua  font."  when  they 
do  not  want  distilled  water  to  be  used.  A  most  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  D.  Arnott  (Pontypridd) 
for  his  work  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
and  the  Glamorganshire  Insurance  Committee. 

Grimsby.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
March  15  a  protest  was  reoeived  from  the  Grimsby  Phar- 
macists' Association  against  the  appointment  of  a  draper  to 
check  medical  prescriptions,  and  urging  that  the  position 
should  be  advertised  for  open  competition,  a  person  experi- 
enced in  the  translation  of  prescriptions  only  to  be  ap- 
pointed. The  Chairman  explained  that  the  person  doing 
the  work  now  is  temporarily  employed ;  that  he  had  already 
checked  over  2,000  prescriptions,  and  only  half  a  dozen  of 
these  was  he  unable  to  deal  with.  At  the  end  of  twelve 
months  the  position  would  be  reviewed.  Mrs.  Holmes  pro- 
tested that  the  appointment  should  be  open  in  the  usual 
way.  Dr.  Grierson  said  that  what  the  pharmacists  urge  is 
that  the  man  who  does  the  work  should  have  a  practical 
knowledge  of  dispensing  and  dealing  with  doctors'  pre- 
scriptions, and  that  if  a  paid  official  is  appointed  by  the 
■Committee  the  position  would  be  open  for  competition.  No 
special  resolution  was  come  to.  [It  is  obvious  that  checking 
of  the  nature  referred  to  throws  a  serious  responsibility  on 
the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  who  must  necessarily 
be  meticulous  in  checking  the  work  done  by  a  person  who 
is  not  a  pharmacist,  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  Commissioners, 
if  appealed  to,  would  have  something  to  say  in  regard  to 
the  present  arrangement. — Editob,  C.  &  D.~] 

Seeds.  -At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
March  13  complaints  were  made  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
■doctors  on  the  panel  refusing  to  sign  certificates  without 
a  fee,  and  about  a  chemist  who  refused  to  bandage  an 
insured  person's  wrist  with  the  bandage  ordered  by  the 
doctor,  who  was  also  complained  of.  Another  member 
complained  that  persons  have  to  wait  in  chemists'  shops 
before  their  prescriptions  are  dispensed,  and  that  several 
medical  men  had  been  advising  insured  persons  to  go  to 
certain  chemists.  Dr.  Dennison  regretted  that  there  was  a 
■certain  amount  of  truth  in  the  charges  as  to  medical  men. 
He  explained  that,  as  the  fund  for  medicine  is  a  central  one, 
:the  insured  person  is  able  to  obtain  his  medicine  anywhere 
■within  the  district. 

Linlithgow.- A  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee for  the  County  of  Linlithgow  was  held  at  36  York 
■Place,  Edinburgh,  on  March  12,  Mr.  John  Freeland  (Bath- 
gate) in  the  chair.  Mr.  Alexander  Tweedie  (Bo'ness)  (Hon. 
Secretary)  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Clerk 
to  the  Insurance  Committee,  with  a  view  to  some  arrange- 
ment as  to  the  form  for  rendering  the  quarterly  accounts. 
It  was  agreed  to  intimate  to  chemists  on  the  panel  and  to 
medical  practitioners  how  the  latter  may  get  supplies  of 
drugs  and  appliances  from  chemists  under  Regulation  30 
(2,  6) ;  also  to  submit  amendments  on  the  present  tariff 
and  conditions  of  service  to  the  Insurance  Committee  sub- 
stantially on  the  Standing  Committee's  lines  (C.  <£•  D., 
March  1,  index  folio  332).  The  number  of  prescriptions 
■  dispensed,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  drug-bill  for  Janu- 
ary 15  to  March  15  are  to  be  ascertained  and  supplied  to 
■the  Standing  Committee,  whose  proposals  as  to  payment 
•of  accounts  are  to  be  negotiated  with  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. It  was  reported  that  medical  practitioners  supply- 
ing medicines  in  rural  areas  objected  to  render  accounts 
to  the  Insurance  Committee,  and  it  has  been  arranged  that 
they  be  permitted  to  supply  medicines  to  insured  persons 
more  than  a  mile  from  a  chemist's  shop  only  in  cases  where 
the  practitioners  reside  more  than  one  mile  from  a  chemist's 
shop. 

Liverpool.  -  The  chemists  on  the  panel  of  the  Lancashire 
Insurance  Committee  have  received  their  panel  lists  for 
exhibition  in  their  pharmacies.  Enclosed  was  a  circular 
letter  on  "Repeats."  It  pointed  out  that  these  limit  the 
insured  persons'  choice  of  chemist,  which  is  "  contrary  to 
ithe  Act  and  Regulations."  Last  week  it  was  decided  to 
make  a  levy  of  2s.  bd.  per  panel  shop  to  help  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance.  On  Saturday 
■evening  a  circular  letter  was  received  from  the  Lancashire 
Insurance  Committee's  Clerk  stating  that  he  had  received 
from  a  few  chemists  their  accounts  for  periods  varying  from 
■a  month  to  five  or  six  weeks,  which,  he  states,  he  has  re- 
turned to  them.  He  asks  chemists  to  refrain  from  sending 
any  accounts  until  instructions  have  been  received  from  the 
Insurance  Committee.  This  made  rather  bad  reading  for 
those  chemists  who  have  dispensed  between  3,000  to  4,000 
prescriptions,  and  were  desirous  of  getting  a  little  on 
account  to  pay  their  wholesale  accounts.  By  the  next  post 
■came  a  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Liverpool  asking 
chemists  to  "  sign  on  "  for  an  indefinite  period  for  service 
on  the  Liverpool  panel,  without  any  reference  to  any 
immediate  pay.  Many  chemists  want  payment  for 
■the  first  quarter  before  signing  on  for  another  term.  They 


received  their  forms  on  Saturday  night,  and  were  ordered 
to  let  the  local  committee  have  them  back  by  Tuesday,  so- 
that  the  authorities  gave  them  no  time  to  meet  in  order 
,  to  decide  what  course  to  pursue.  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last,  the 
chemists'  representative  on  the  local  Committee  on  Insur- 
ance, has  been  hard  at  work  on  chemists'  behalf. 

Loughborough.  -  a  meeting  of  the  borough  Insur- 
ance Committee  on  March  14  the  chemists  of  the  district 
were  complimented  by  several  speakers  on  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  assisted  in  the  administration  of  medical 
benefit.  Mr.  Brake  said  if  a  person  failed  to  obtain  medi- 
cine from  chemists,  the  doctors  had  the  right  to  supply  it, 
but  in  most  districts  he  found  that  chemists  are  desirous 
of  keeping  open  at  all  hours  for  supplying  medicine.  Mr. 
W.  F.  Charles  (chemist)  added  that  the  Loughborough 
chemists  are  doing  all  they  can  under  the  Act,  and  Dr. 
P.  Phelps  said  he  had  found  chemists  willing  to  supply 
medicine  at  any  time  within  reason.  On  Wednesdays,  the 
half-closing  day,  they  open  in  the  evening — in  fact,  they 
supply  medicine  at  any  hour. 

Manchester  —Most  chemists  are  beginning  to  check  and 
price  their  huge  piles  of  prescription-forms.  The  majority 
use  the  C.  <&  D.  pricing  table,  which  has  proved  to  be 
"a  boon  and  a  blessing."  Numerous  comp'aints  are  made 
by  chemists  who  constantly  get  prescriptions  to  be  dis- 
pensed after  9  p.m.  in  many  instances  these  have  been 
written  the  day  before,  and  although  the  chemist  is  per- 
fectly within  his  rights  in  refusing  to  make  them  up  at 
such  unreasonable  hours  as  9.30  and  10  o'clock,  he  does  not 
like  to  refuse.  The  intimations  of  some  chemists  resigning 
from  the  panel  are  few,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose, 
when  the  time  is  up,  they  will  not  sign  on  again,  as  next 
quarter  will  be  much  lighter,  and  they  will  not  find  the 
wrork  so  irksome. 

Middlesbrough.— The  local  Insurance  Committee  have 
decided  to  continue  the  triplicate  form  of  prescription  after 
April  15,  changing  the  colour  from  green  to  white.  A  local 
Pharmacopoeia  is  being  prepared  in  booklet  form  for  the 
■doctors,  and  as  a  card  for  chemists  to  hang  up.  The  cost 
is  to  be  charged  to  the  drug  fund. 

Portsmouth. -At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee 
of  the  Portsmouth  Town  Council  on  March  13  the  subject 
of  stock  mixtures  came  up,  and  a  letter  from  the  Portsmouth 
Medical  Committee,  which  stated  that  in  order  to  prevent 
unnecessary  delay  in  patients  obtaining  medicines,  they  had 
devised  six  of  these  "basic"  products,  but  the  Pharmacists' 
Association  refuse  to  recognise  them.  It  was  decided  to 
deal  with  the  matter  when  medical  practitioners  are  repre- 
sented on  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-Committee.  This  sub- 
committee reported  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners agreeing  to  a  dispensing-fee  of  not  more  than 
6c?.  for  dispensing  "Urgent"  prescriptions  outside  business 
hours,  but  the  Commissioners  declined  to  allow  a  minimum 
charge  of  Zd.  for  medicine  supplied,  or  to  make  insured  per- 
sons rjay  for  the  bottles.  In  reply  to  Mr  Thomas  Brewis, 
pharmacist,  regarding  the  tendering  of  chemists'  accounts, 
Alderman  Sir  Scott  Foster,  who  presided,  stated  that  the 
Committee  were  awaiting  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
as  to  the  form  that  the  account  has  to  take. 

Sheffield. —Panel  chemists  have  been  notified  by  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  that  accounts  are  required  for  the  first  two 
months  up  to  March  14,  and,  for  checking  purposes,  the 
prescriptions  are  to  be  put  up  in  bundles  according  to  prices. 
The  chemists  have  also  been  asked  to  contract  for  a  con- 
tinuation of  supplies. 

Stockton-on-Tees.  —  A  meeting  of  the  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  on  March  12,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  M. 
Skilbeck)  in  the  chair.  Eleven  other  members  were  pre- 
sent. It  was.  agreed  that  Mr.  W.  Finlayson  should  be 
the  Association's  representative  on  the  local  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. A  discussion  took  place  on  certain  points  in  the 
working  of  the  Insurance  Act.  and  it  was  agreed  to  ask  Mr. 
W.  Finlayson  and  Mr.  J.  Gregory  to  meet  the  other  phar- 
macists who  will  form  the  deputation  to  wait  on  the  Durham 
Insurance  Com  nittee  before  their  interview  with  the  com- 
mittee, so  as  to  have  a  united  policy.  The  meeting  strongly 
urged  the  representatives  to  ask  (1)  for  the  payment  for 
distilled  water  in  Insuranoe  prescriptions ;  (2)  to  urge  that 
the  doctors  should  not  write  "  Rept.  mist"  prescriptions; 
(3)  to  stronglv  oppose  the  introduction  of  single  prescription- 
forms,  and  (4)  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  stock  mixtures. 

Whltwood  'Yorks^.-The  local  Urban  Council  have 
applied  to  the  Commissioners  and  the  West  Riding  of  Yorks 
County  Council  for  exemption  as  a  rural  area,  in  order  that 
dispensing  will  be  undertaken  by  medical  practitioners. 
The  Commissioners  have  replied  that  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee have  no  power  to  dispense  with  regulations. 


The  following  pharmacists  have  been  appointed  on  Dis- 
trict Committees  under  the  National  Insurance  Act : 
Cheltenham,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hill ;  Hitchin,  Mr.  J.  M.  Clouting. 
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WINTER  SESSION. 

Reporters,  and  Secretaries  of  Associations  whose  meeting's  are  not 
open  to  reporters,  are  requested  to  send  their  reports  to  the 
Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  following  the  meeting. 


Edinburgh  Assistants.  —A  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh 
Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association  was  held 
at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  March  12,  Mr.  Henry 
Stout,  Ph.C.  (President),  in  the  chair.  The  first  paper,  by- 
Mr.  G.  Cowie,  jun.,  was  a  Note  on  Sapo  Mollis,  B.P.  The 
author  said  from  an  examination  of  several  samples  of 
soft  soaps  of  commerce  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
oils  other  than  olive  oil  are  frequently  used  m  the  manu- 
facture of  soft  soap.  He  suggested  that  in  the  new  edition 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  tests  for  soft  soap  should 
be  included  as  follows :  Total  alkali  (K:0),  6.5  to  7  per 
cent.  ;  fatty  anhydrides,  38  to  40  ner  cent.  ;  melting-point 
of  anhydrides,  24°  to  27°  C. ;  water  and  glycerin,  50  to  54  per 
cent.  The  next  communication,  by  Mr.  R.  Morpeth,  was  on 
Digitalis.  This  was  an  historical  account  of  the  botany, 
nomenclature,  and  pharmacy  of  digitalis,  and  concluded 
with  a  description  of  Martindale's  method  for  standardising 
digitalis  preparations  by  means  of  a  chemical  colour  reac- 
tion. The  last  communication,  by  Mr.  A.  Blackhurst,  was 
entitled  Pharmacy  Humour,  and  consisted  of  a  series  of 
amusing  incidents  noted  by  the  man  behind  the  counter. 

Grimsby.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grimsby  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  March  13,  Mr. 
T.  D.  Sneath  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  Fourteen  other 
members  were  present.  The  Chairman  read  several  letters 
of  sympathy  referring  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Corr.  Willson, 
who  had  long  been  President  of  the  Association.  A  vote 
of  condolence  with  the  family  was  passed.  After  some  re- 
marks on  the  sale  of  spirituous  preparations  by  unqualified 
dealers  without  a  licence  by  Mr.  Colley,  who  was  thanked 
for  his  services  in  the  matter,  the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  H. 
Ashton)  read  his  report  for  1912,  which  showed  that  fourteen 
meetings  had  been  held,  and  the  attendance  ranged  from 
seven  to  nineteen.  The  balance-sheet  showed  a  balance  of 
21.  Zs.  Ad.  in  hand.  On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Hawdon  (Cleethorpes)  was  elected  President,  and  the 
other  officers  were  appointed  as  follows :  Vice-President, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Sneath;  Treasurer,  Mr.  R.  C.  Johnson;  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  C.  H.  Ashton ;  Council,  Messrs.  H.  W.  Colley, 
T  W.  Ellis,  J.  A.  Moore,  W.  C.  Humphrey,  and  J.  E. 
Chapman;  Auditors,  Messrs.  C.  Dewing  and  W.  G.  Robin- 
son. Mr.  Colley  asked  that  a  member  be  appointed  to 
the  Emergency  Committee  of  the  Grimsby  Chamber  of 
Trade,  and  Mr.  Dewing  was  selected  for  the  position.  After 
correspondence  had  been  dealt  with  and  preliminary  arrange- 
ments made  for  a  mass  meeting  of  the  chemists  in  Grimsby, 
the  fo'lowing  motion  was  agreed  to  : 

That  the  members  of  the  Grimsby  and  District  Pharmacists' 
Association  strongly  condemn  the  action,  taken  by  the  Clerk  to 
the  Local  Insurance  Committee  in  appointing  an  unskilled  and 
unqualified  man,  as  checker  of  medical  prescriptions,  and  in  fair- 
ness to  both  medical  men  and  pharmacists  6ucli  appoi ntment 
should  only  be  given  to  a  qualified  pharmacist,  or  one  who  has 
been  enraged  for  three  years  in  dispensing  and  translating  of 
prescriptions. 

Particulars  of  this  matter  are  given  under  National  Health 
Insurance.  The  resolution  is  being  sent  to  the  Insurance 
Committee  and  the  Committee  of  Medical  Practitioners. 

Institute  of  Metals —At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Institute  of  Metals  held  in  London  on  March  11  The  Cor- 
rosion of  Metals  was  the  principal  matter  discussed.  Mr. 
Arnold  Philip  read  a  paper  on  the  corrosion  of  distilling 
condenser  tubes  as  used  on  board  ship.  He  has  found  that 
when  the  coil  of  the  evaporator  is  not  completely  immersed 
in  the  salt  water  which  is  being  evaporated,  the  deposit  of 
saline  matter  which  settles  on  the  inside  surface  of  the 
evaporator,  and  contains  magnesium  chloride,  is  decom- 
posed by  the  high  temperature,  so  far  as  the  exposed  por- 
tions of  that,  surface  are  concerned.  This  decomposition 
results  in  the  liberation  of  hydrochloric  acid,  which  is 
carried  away  by  the  steam  and  corrodes  the  metal.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  the  heating  coil  is  of  the  "drowned" 
type,  the  decomposition  and  corrosion  do  not  occur,  and 
the  indicated  remedy,  therefore,  is  to  employ  evaporators  of 
this  type  exclusively,  although  in  the  other  type  the  ill 
effects  may  be  lessened  by  adjusting  the  sea-water  feed 
and  brine  cocks  so  as  to  prevent  over-concentration  of  the 
brine,  and  by  workinqr  the  evaporator  more  slowly,  which, 
of  course,  lessens  its  efficiency.  In  the  discussion,  Dr.  Bailey 
attributed  the  corrosion  to  oxygen  rather  than  hydrochloric 
acid,  but  the  author  disagreed  with  this  view.  Another 
paper  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Bailey  dealt  with  The  Corrosion  of 
Alummiv m .  He  has  ascertained,  in  the  case  of  such  pure 
metal  as  is  generally  supplied  in  this  country  for  commercial 


use,  that  none  of  the  aluminium  passes  into  solution  unless 
the  water  contains  a  notable  quantity  of  free  acid  or  free 
alkali,  and  that  the  corrosion  is  due  to  the  oxygen  dis- 
solved in  the  water.  Provided  such  oxygen  has  been  ex- 
pelled, no  corrosion  is  produced,  even  when  the  water  con- 
tains up  to  15  per  cent,  of  common  salt.  The  alumina  pro- 
duced by  oxidation  acts  as  a  protection  against  further 
oxidation,  or  at  any  rate  retards  that  process,  this  being 
particularly  the  case  with  hot  water,  so  that  vessels  or 
tubing  exposed  to  continuously  heated  water  undergo  very 
slow  corrosion.  On  the  other  hand,  high  temperatures 
accelerate  corrosion  when  impurities  (especially  alkalies)  are 
present  in  the  water.  The  presence  of  copper  or  sodium 
increases  corrosion ;  and  silicon,  when  preponderating  over 
iron,  has  a  dual  influence,  retarding  corrosion  by  water  and 
acids,  but  accelerating  it  in  presence  of  alkalies. 

Liverpool.  —An  open  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution  on 
March  12.  The  President  (Mr.  H.  Humphreys  Jones, 
F.C.S.)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance. 
A  discussion  was  initiated  on  Half-holiday  Closing  under 
the  Shops  Act,  the  outlook  having  changed  since  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  medical  benefit  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act.  Mr.  Harold  Lomax,  as  one  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  first  instance  in  advocating  the  half-day 
closing  of  shops,  is  now  quite  as  anxious  to  secure  total 
exemption  for  chemists.  He  moved  a  resolution  that  steps 
be  taken  to  ascertain  whether  a  majority  of  chemists  are 
in  favour  of  total  exemption,  and,  if  so,  that  the  necessary 
steps  be  taken  to  have  the  present  compulsory  order  re- 
scinded. The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Herman, 
who  remarked  that  the  sooner  chemists  extricated  them- 
selves from  the  difficulties  they  had  put  themselves  in,  the 
better  it  would  be  for  them.  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last  maintained 
that  after  educating  the  public,  and  after  making  so  many 
efforts  in  the  past  to  secure  time  for  a  little  recreation, 
chemists  would  be  making  a  great  mistake  in  now  applying 
for  total  exemption.  Mr.  Mackinlay  was  in  favour  of  the 
resolution.  Mr.  J.  L.  Hirst  (Messrs.  Budden  &  Co.)  spoke 
against  the  motion,  but  Mr.  W.  F.  Laycock  was  against 
interfering  with  the  present  arrangement.  Dr.  Symes,  who 
has  three  shops  in  the  central  area  and  closes  two  volun- 
tarily, argued  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  interfere  with  the 
present  arrangement  if  those  concerned  are  satisfied,  as 
they  appear  to  be.  Mr.  L.  Moreton  Parry  defended  the 
Association's  action.  It  was  not,  he  said,  the  Association 
that  applied  for  a  closing  order,  but  three-fourths  of  the 
chemists  of  Liverpool.  Other  speakers,  including  Mr.  P.  H. 
Marsden  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Wallbridge  spoke  against  the  motion, 
both  maintaining  that  a  half-day  closing  was  a  blessing 
to  the  small  chemist  who  worked  single-handed.  On  the 
motion  being  put  to  the  meeting,  four  only  voted  for  it — 
namely,  Messrs.  Lomax,  Herman,  Mackinlay,  and  Stephen- 
son, and  it  was  lost.  A  discussion  on  Insurance  Problems 
then  took  plaee.  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last  read  a  letter  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  appealing  for  funds, 
and  it  was  decided  to  ask  every  shop  on  the  panel  to  con- 
tribute 2s.  6d.  towards  the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  committee.  Several  questions  relating  to  forms,  pricing, 
etc.,  were  answered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Insurance  Committee  (Mr.  Last).  Two  or  three  members 
complained  of  the  action  of  some  medical  men  in  recom- 
mending their  patients  to  certain  chemists.  Dr.  Symes  told 
the  meeting  that  he  had,  after  very  careful  consideration, 
decided  not  to  offer  himself  for  re-election  for  a  seat  on 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  brought 
expressions  of  regret  from  several  of  the  members  present. 

London  tit.',. — .A  meeting  of  the  North  London  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  on  March  13,  Mr.  J.  Hearle  in. 
the  chair.  The  attendance  was  small,  owing  to  the  counter- 
attraction  of  the  Boat-race.  The  Secretarial  report  referred 
to  the  various  meetings  of  the  London  and  Middlesex  Asso- 
ciations, and  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  Insurance  Committee 
on  the  question  of  the  adequacy  of  the  pharmacy  service. 
Afterwards  Mr.  A.  E.  Bailey  gave  his  paper  on  Continental 
Pharmacy,  contrasting  the  State  limitations  on  the  Con- 
tinent with  the  freedom  here,  concluding  by  pointing  oufc 
that  though  the  apotheker  may  be  a  better  scientist,  he  is  a 
long  way  behind  the  Briton  in  business  ability.  Mr.  Bailey, 
in  reply  to  the  vote  of  thanks,  strongly  urged  upon  young- 
pharmacists  the  advantage  of  Continental  experience. — A 
representative  meeting  of  pharmacists  of  the  Enfield  district 
was  held  at  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Hepburn  on  March  13, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  North  London  Association. 
Various  matters  arising  out  of  the  National  Insurance  Act 
were  discussed,  pricing  and  adequate  pharmaceutical 
service  being  predominant. 

London  Assistants. -A  meeting  of  the  Chemists" 
Assistants'  Associat  ion  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  March  13,  with  the  President  (Mr.  P.  B. 
Phillips)  in  the  chair.    Theve  was  an  attendance,  of  about 
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thirty  members.  The  subject  before  the  meeting  was  Some 
Dispensary  Laboratory  Notes,  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Hocking, 
B.Sc,  Ph.C,  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Gillett,  Ph.C,  of  the  London 
Hospital.  In  these  were  given  some  of  the  results  recorded 
in  the  course  of  the  examination  of  drugs  and  dressings  sup- 
plied mostly  by  tender,  in  order  to  see  if  they  are  in  accord- 
ance with  sample.  Only  such  qualitative  and  quantitative 
tests  are  used  as  can.  be  conducted  by  a  competent  pharma- 
cist with  ordinary  apparatus,  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
being  the  principal  guide.  Chloroform,  which  was  delivered 
in  lots  of  lj  cwt.,  was  given  as  an  example  of  the  procedure 
-adopted.  Before  passing  into  stock  its  specific  gravity  and 
boiling-point  are  determined,  and  tests  made  for  free 
chlorine,  chlorides,  acidity,  organic  impurities,  and  residue 
on  evaporation.  They  find  that  statements  suggesting  the 
frequency  of  adulteration  lack  confirmation,  sophistication 
being  rare.  The  proportion  of  cases  in  which  goods  prove 
unsatisfactory  is  just  over  2  per  cent.,  and  these  are  attri- 
butable to  carelessness,  defects  in  manufacture,  and  even 
the  state  of  the  weather.  The  only  instances  of  deliberate 
adulteration  found  was  one  of  beeswax  containing  paraffin 
.and  cochineal  with  added  mineral  matter,  both  these  being 
offered  at  tempting  prices.  Most  extracts  are  made  in  the 
•  dispensary,  but  two  (alcoholic  extract  of  belladonna  and 
extract  of  nux  vomica)  are  purchased.  Assay  of  six  batches 
•of  the  belladomia  extract  gave  figures  for  total  alkaloids 
ranging  from  0.89  to  1.11  per  cent.,  a  fairly  satisfactory 
result.  Of  six  lots  of  nux-vomica  extract,  five  showed 
-4.2  to  5.6  per  cent,  of  strychnine,  but  one  showed  only 
3.26  per  cent.  In  making  four  batches  of  liquid  extract  of 
nux  vomica  it  was  noted  that  when  prepared  from  powdered 
seeds,  purchased  as  such,  the  yield  of  strychnine  by  the 
crude  material  did  not  exceed  1  per  cent.,  but  seeds 
powdered  at  the  dispensary  yielded  1.5  per  cent,  of  alkaloid. 
•Of  nine  consignments  of  powdered  opium,  eight  were  up  to 
official  requirements,  but  one  yielded  only  8.2  per  cent. 
Eight  batches  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  yielded  6.1  to  6.87 
volumes  of  nitric,  oxide,  but  the  ninth  only  5.5  volumes.  A 
substitute  offered  for  this  appeared  to  be  little  more  than 
an  aqueous  solution  of  sodium  nitrite  with  a  trace  of  par- 
aldehyde. A  bottle  labelled  "  Spirit.  JEtheris  Co."  was 
evidently  sp.  setheris  so  labelled  by  mischance.  The  strength 
•of  diluted  hydrocyanic  acid  (nine  lots)  ranged  between  1.83 
and  2.02  per  cent.  Glacial  acetic  acid  is  found  to  fall 
short  of  official  strength,  batches  testing  99.08,  98.07,  97.54, 
'97.73,  and  96.25  per  cent.  Of  thirty  consignments  of 
hydrogen  peroxide,  nine  fell  below  B.P.  strength.  During 
the  hot  summer  of  1911  it  appeared  impossible  to  get 
sulphurous  acid  of  full  strength,  and  an  acid  containing 
4.11  per  cent,  of  sulphur  dioxide  had  to  be  accepted.  B.P. 
sodium  benzoat©  is  unobtainable,  being  94  to  96  per  cent., 
but  has  been  met  with  under  90  per  cent.  Sodium  carbonate 
varies  presumably  through  absorption  of  moisture.  Of  five 
-purchases  of  guaiacum  resin,  the  best  yielded  86  and  the 
worst  75  per  cent,  of  alcohol  soluble  matter.  Concentrated 
solutions  of  organic  silver  compounds  are  not  as  satisfactory 
as  desired,  but  a  supply  suitable  for  ophthalmic  purposes 
was  found.  The  limit  for  residue  in  sapo  mollis  is  not 
infrequently  exceeded,  while  the  B.P.  limit  for  potassium 
carbonate  was  exceeded  in  eight  out  of  nine  instances. 
Testing  for  arsenic  and  oxygen,  the  melting-points  of  chlor- 
butol,  cocoa-butter,  acetylsalicylic  acid-,  and  gluside  were 
•discussed,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  procuring  oil  of  cade 
to  satisfy  the  general  tests.  Among  the  notes  on  dressings 
was  the  statement  that  the  cheap  short  fibre  cotton-wools 
•disintegrate  after  sterilising,  while  long  fibre  cotton-wool 
may  be  sterilised  even  three  times.  An  apparently  good 
sample  was  found  to  consist  of  a  thick  layer  of  inferior 
cotton-wool  sandwiched  between  two  thin  layers  of  long- 
'fibre  material.  Bandages  are  sometimes  found  to  contain 
stiffening  material.  It  was  noted  that  a  heavy  bandage  is 
not  necessarily  a  strong  one,  and  that  the  relatively  high- 
priced  article  is  not  necessarily  to  be  preferred.  Gauzes 
apparently  vary  considerably  in  the  way  they  are  presented 
for  sale,  widths  of  28,  32,  and  36  in.  'being  met  with.  A 
-close-meshed  gauze  costs  more  than  an  open-meshed  one,  but 
it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  economy  in  using  the  latter. 
The  paper  concluded  with  a  description  of  the  method  used 
to  _  test  clinical  thermometers.  Several  members  raised 
points  for  discussion,  to  which  both  Messrs.  Hocking  and 
"Gillett  replied.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  authors 
-terminated  the  proceedings. 

Royal  Institution. —The  Friday  evening  discourse  on 
March  14  was  on  Crystallography,  by  Dr.  A.  E.  H.  Tutton, 
F.R.S.  It  dealt  with  the  recent  advances  that  have  been 
made  in  the  science  of  crystallography.  One  event  is  the 
publication  of  Professor  Von  Pederoff's  index  of  crystals, 
arranged  in  such  a  manner  that  the  .  chemist  will  find  it 
•of  great  use  in  analytical  work.  Another  is  the  applica- 
tion of  the  x-rays  in  investigating  the  structure  of  crystals, 
and  incidentally  it  has  been  proved  that  x-rays,  which  have 
=a  wave-length  of  a  hundred-millionth  of  a  millimetre,  are 


truly  reflected  from  the  atoms  of  the  crystals.  The  appa- 
ratus designed  by  Lowry  permits  a  cylindrical  pencil  of 
x-rays  to  travel  through  a  crystal,  the  image  being  photo- 
graphed. The  subject  of  crystallography  was  also  dealt 
with  generally,  many  beautiful  forms  being  shown  in  the 
lantern  with  polarising  effects.  The  "liquid  crystals"  of 
Professor  Layman  were  exhibited,  the  substances  being 
2>azoxy-anisol,  ammonium  oleate.  and  lecithin,  while 
p-azoxy-phenitol  and  cholestril  acetyl  were  used  as  examples 
of  rotating  crystals.  A  good  deal  of  information  was  given 
as  to  the  structure  of  crystals. 

Scarborough.— A  meeting  of  the  Scarborough  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists  was  held  on  March  13  at  the  residence 
of  Mr.  G.  H.  Meadley,  the  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr.  W.  R. 
Eyre  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  present 
seven  other  members  and  the  Hon.  Secretary.  A  discussion 
then  took  place  with  regard  to  suggested  alterations  in 
the  drug  tariff  for  Insurance  dispensing,  and  it  was  decided 
to  leave  the  decision  on  the  points  raised  until  the  new 
proposals  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on 
Insurance  have  been  received.  The  Shops  Act  and  other 
matters  of  local  pharmaceutical  interest  occupied  the  re- 
mainder of  the  evening. 

Sheffield. -Mr.  B.  Hart,  of  the  Sheffield  Royal  Hospital, 
on  March  12  delivered  an  address  before  the  Sheffield  Phar- 
maceutical and  Chemical  Society  on  X-ray  Photography 
and  the  Properties  of  X-rays.  In  certain  diseases,  he 
pointed  out,  they  have  a  curative  effect.  They  are  a  cure 
for  ringworm,  and  in  cases  of  cancer  the  pain  is  relieved, 
although  the  disease  is  not  cured.  Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley 
presided. 

West  Ham.  —  The  annual  meeting  of  the  West  Ham 
Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held  at  Earlham  Hall, 
Forest  Gate,  London,  E.,  on  March  13,  with  the  President 
(Mr.  J.  E.  Evans)  in  the  chair.  The  election  of  officers 
resulted  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  Wm.  Potter;  Vice-Pre- 
sident, Mr.  J.  E.  Evans;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Cleland  (re-elected);  Committee,  -Messrs.  Blades,  Johnson, 
Mitchell,  Seed,  and  Soper,  together  with  the  three  Divisional 
Secretaries,  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews,  and  Mr. 
E.  Miller.  In  his  annual  report,  the  Secretary  stated  that 
the  number  of  members  has  increased  from  thirty-three  to 
seventy-one.  The  Association  is  in  a  sound  financial  posi- 
tion, the  balance  in  hand  being  211.  15s.  The  resolution 
altering  Rule  7  (relating  to  subscriptions)  which  was  passed 
at  a  previous  meeting  was  rescinded,  as  it  had  been  found 
to  give  rise  to  dissatisfaction  with  some  members,  the 
old  reading  being  made  official  again.  The  new  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Potter)  then  took  the  chair.  He  thanked  the 
members  for  the  honour  of  again  being  elected  to  the  chair, 
he  having  been  President  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. He  had  a  most  pleasant  duty  to  perform  in  pre- 
senting to  Mr.  Mitchell  from  some  of  "the  members  a  token 
of  tho  regard  in  which  they  hold  him,  and  also  in  Tespect 
to  the  great  amount  of  useful  work  that  he  had  done  for 
them,  both  in  Association  matters  and  also  upon  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  of  West  Ham  Borough.  The  testimonial 
took  the  form  of  a  handsome  chiming  clock.  Mr.  Mitchell 
thanked  the  members  for  their  unexpected  kindness.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  meeting  was  occupied  by  discussing  Insurance 
matters.  It  was  resolved  that  Insurance  dispensing  be  con- 
tinued for  the  remainder  of  the  medical  year  under  the 
same  conditions  as  now  in  force,  and  that  the  present  system 
of  prescription-form  be  continued. 

Wolverhampton.  —  A  meeting  of  the  Wolverhampton 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  March  12.  Mr.  H. 
Fellows  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  twelve 
members  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Coleman  (Hon.  Secretary).  Mr.  L. 
Reade  was  proposed  as  a  member.  A  resolution  was  passed 
which  recommended  that  each  chemist  on  the  panel  should 
subscribe  2s.  bd.  per  shop  to  tho  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  thp  nature  of  advertisements. 


Me.  R.  Deck,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  30  Regent  Street,  Cambridge. 

The  Stainland  and  Holywell  Green  (Yorks)  Co- 
operative Society  have  decided  to  open  a  drug  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Kelf,  Ph.C,  28  The  Broadway,  Brom- 
ley, Kent,  has  removed  to  larger  premises  at  32  The* 
Broadway,  practically  next  door  to  Bromley  South  Station. 

Kyho  Proprietary  have  removed  to  17  Victoria  Street, 
and  in  consequence  of  increase  of  business  have  taken  a 
larger  factory  at  59  Great  Peter  Street,  London,  S.W. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  March  19. 

BUSINESS  conditions  remain  much  as  previously 
reported,  the  general  tone  being  quiet,  with  few 
important  changes.  Cod-liver  oil  well  maintains  its  posi- 
tion in  view  of  continued  poor  fishing  results.  Both  lemon 
oil  and  citric  acid  remain  firm  at  previous  prices.  Cinchona 
sold  at  steady  rates  at  the  London  auction ;  quinine  is 
quiet,  pending  news  in  regard  to  the  agreement,  further 
meetings  having  been  held  at  Amsterdam  this  week.  Both 
cocaine  and  morphine  have  an  easy  tone.  Zinc  oxide  is 
•cheaper,  and  other  articles  which  have  declined  include 
antimony,  shellac,  pepper,  and  Japanese  ginger.  Benzols 
are  dearer ;  turpentine,  has  slumped  owing  to  legal  compli- 
cations in  U.S.A.  The  principal  changes  have  been  as 
under : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Benzols 
Dragon's  blood 
(turn  acacia 

(Sudan) 
Wax  bees 
(East  African) 

Copper 

sulphate 
Orange-peel 
Quicksilver 
(seconds) 

Arsenic 
Camphor 

(Jap.  ref.) 
Menthol 

(auction) 
Sarsaparilla 
(Grey  Jam. ) 

Antimony 
Ginger  (Jap,) 
Jalap 
Pepper 
Rnsin 
Shellac 
Turpentine 
Ziuc  oxide 

Cablegram. 

Bergen,  March  19. — The  cod-fishing  still  remains  poor, 
and  the  market  for  finest  non-congealing  oil  is  firm  at 
about  134?.  for  1913  crop  and  108s.  bid  for  last  season's. 


London  Markets. 

Antimony.— Lower,  with  China  crude  offering  at  12?.  5s. 
per  ton  c.i.f.  for  May-June  shipment.  China  regulus  is 
quoted  25?.  per  ton  net  c.i.f.,  and  English  34?.  to  36?.,  less 
■3^  per  cent. 

Arsenic  is  obtainable  at  from  19?.  to  20?.  per  ton  for 
best  white  Cornish  powder  in  barrels  and  kegs  respec- 
tively. 

Asafetida.— It  is  anticipated  that  from  1,500  to  1,600 
•cases  will  be  offered  at  the  auction  on  April  3.  These 
large  arrivals  appear  to  have  been  induced  by  the  very 
high  prices  paid  in  London  about  a  year  ago,  the  result 
being  that  collection  has  been  abnormally  stimulated.  In 
the  interim,  however,  the  prices  in  London  have  con- 
siderably declined,  and  the  results  will  be  disappointing  to 
importers.  The  eventual  result  will  be  that  imports  will 
•cease  for  a  time,  and  no  further  collections  will  take  place 
for  a  prolonged  period. 

Bergamot  Oil. — Some  business  having  been  done  in 
spot  oil  (says  a  Palermo  report  of  March  15),  the  feeling- 
has  been  less  easy,  as  growers,  who  are  apt  to  get  dis- 
couraged when  there  is  no  demand,  are  always  quite  ready 
to  stiffen  as  soon  as  there  is  any  movement.  However, 
provided  the  demand  does  not  revive  suddenly  (and  of 
this  there  are  no  signs  at  present),  a  hand-to-mouth  policy 
will  still  be  the  most  convenient  during  the  coming  month, 
except,  of  course,  in  case  of  sudden  gales  or  otherwise 
unfavourable  weather  causing  damage  or  anxiety  as  to 
new  crop.  Guaranteed  pure  for  shipment  is  quoted 
24s.  Id.  to  28s.  c.i.f.  according  to  shipper. 


Castor  Oil. — Hull  make  is  steady  at  29?.  5s.  for  first, 
pressing  for  the  last  week  March  delivery,  29?.  for  April, 
28?.  10s.  for  May-June,  and  27?.  15s.  per  ton  for  July- 
December  delivery  (barrels  included),  usual  terms,  de- 
livered free  on  wharf  London ;  pure  cold-drawn  pharma- 
ceutical is  50s.  per  ton  over  the  price  of  firsts,  and  oil 
in  tins  and  cases  50s.  per  ton  over  the  respective  price 
in  barrels.  Belgian  firsts  is  quoted  29?.  for  prompt,  and 
28?.  for  April-December  delivery,  ex  wharf  London. 
Good  seconds  Calcutta  is  quoted  3§c?.  per  lb.  in  Liver- 
pool for  spot  parcels. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  572  packages  offered, 
of  which  about  200  sold  at  the  unchanged  unit  of  -j-fc?. 
Of  East  Indian,  288  packages  offered  and  95  sold,  in- 
cluding Officinalis  mossy  quills  at  6gC?. ,  broken  quill  and 
chips  at  3§c?.,  natural  quilly  chips  2itd.  to  id.,  dusty  chips 
at  2c?.,  and  root  7>yi.  Succirubra,  natural  stem  chips  3§c?., 
more  or  less  oil-damaged  2§c?.,  and  branch  If?,  to  2c?.  Of 
Java  284  offered  and  100  sold  at  5-^d.  to  5jC?.  for  Led- 
geriana  stem  chips.  The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  April  3  will  consist  of  12,592  packages  Ledgeriana,  hybrid 
and  robusta,  224  cases  and  894  bales  Succirubra,  and  111 
cases  hybrid,  Calisaya,  etc.,  .making  a  total  of  13,818 
packages,  weighing  1,239,404  kilos.  The  first-hand  stock 
at  Amsterdam  (including  the  quantities  to  be  offered  at 
the  above  auction)  amounted  to  9,675  packages  Govern- 
ment and  37,615  packages  private  bark,  a  total  of  47,290 
packages.  The  shipments  from  Java  during  the  first 
half  of  March  1913  were  448,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  573,000 
Am  st.  lb.  in  1912. 

Citric  Acid  remains  unaltered  at  Is.  9c?.  per  lb. 
nominally. 

Arrivals  of  citrate  of  lime  comprise  31  casks  from  Catania 
and  90  casks  from  Montserrat. 

Coca-leaves. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  April  3  will  consist  of  2,734  packages,  weighing  143,677 
kilos.  The  shipments  from  Java  to  Europe  during  Feb- 
ruary were  2,790  packages,  not  2,170  as  originally  stated. 

Cocaine. — The  makers'  prices  for  hydrochloride  vary 
from  6s.  2c?.  to  6s.  4c?.  per  oz.,  and  second-hands  offer 
at  lc?.  per  oz.  less  than  the  lower  figure. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — With  continued  stormy  weather,  the 
Norwegian  catch  and  yield  has  again  been  trifling,  and 
the  market  remains  very  firm.  Several  agents  are  without 
quotations  for  new  oil,  their  principals,  in  view  of  the 
scarcity  being  reluctant  to  offer ;  business  has  been  done 
in  new  oil  at  from  120s.  to  125s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms, 
and  there  is  still  a  seller  at  the  higher  figure,  and  in 
another  quarter  up  to  145s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted,  with  an  invita- 
tion to  bid  140s.  In  1912  oil  sales  have  been  made  up  to 
110s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 

According  to  statistics  received  from  Norway,  the  catch 
and  output  up  to  March  15  was  as  follows  : 

Livers  Yield  of 
Catch  of         for  Raw  c.l.o. 

Cod.  Oil  (hect.)  (hect.) 

Lofoten,  1913   2,800,000  ...      347     ...  1,782 

Do.      1912   9,900,000  ...      700     ...  7,826 

Whole  country,  1913    13,800,000  ...    3,241     ...  10,371 

Do.         1912...  35,9C0,000  ...   4,588     ...  28,932 

From  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  fishing  has  been 
of  a  very  poor  character,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather  that 
has  prevailed  in  the  fishing-grounds,  and  the  price  (which 
is  at  present  quite  nominal)  is  still  very  firm,  with  reluctant 
sellers. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  the  turn  firmer  at  23?.  12s.  6c?.  to 
23?.  15s.  per  ton  for  the  usual  Liverpool  brands  (98  to 
99  per  cent,  pure)  for  prompt  delivery,  and  23?.  15s.  for 
April. 

Euphorbium. — The  Penshurst  has  brought  49  bags  from 
Morocco. 

Ginger. — In  Liverpool,  sales  of  about  150  tons  were 
made  last  week  at  from  21s.  to  20s.  6c?.,  with  buyers  at 
the  latter  figure.  Sellers  of  Japan  in  London  quote  20s.  6c?. 
c.i.f.  for  March- April  shipment,  being  lower. 

Gum  Acacia. — A  good  business  has  been  done  in  Senegal 
gum  at  from  34s.  3c?.  to  34s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  net  c.i.f.  Lon- 
don. To  arrive,  Sudan  fair  half -haTd  sorts  are  quoted 
at  from  34s.  6c?.  to  35s.  on  the  spot,  and  to  arrive  31s. 
c.i.f.  has  been  refused  for  quantity,  the  value  at  the  closo 
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being  33s.  6d.  c.i.f.  In  the  drug-auction  two  bags  common 
glassy  Australian  sorts  sold  at  25s.,  and  two  bags  common 
blocky  at  13s.  6c?.  without  reserve.  Twenty  bags  small 
palish,  slightly  blocky  soft,  Kordofan  gum  were  held  at 
55s.,  and  smaller  ditto  at  50s. 

Lemon  Oil  is  firm,  but  unaltered,  with  quotations  vary- 
ing from  12s.  up  to  13s.  6c?.  c.i.f.,  according  to  shipper; 
on  the  spot  from  12s.  to  12s.  6c?.  upwards  is  quoted. 
Several  arrivals  have  taken  place  from  Sicily  amounting 
to  about  122  packages. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  15  states  that  during  the 
early  part  of  the  week  some  local  requirements  kept  the 
market  fairly  alive,  several  parcels  changing  hands  at  full 
prices.  The  demand  from  abroad  has  not  quickened,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  feeling  became  weaker  again 
when  the  local  requirements  were  covered  ;  but  while  buyers 
have  again  reduced  their  bids,  sellers  do  not  yield  to  the 
lower  offers,  and  maintain  full  prices. 

Lemongrass  Oil. — Privately,  the  market  is  firm  at  from 
4^c?.  to  Aid.  per  oz.  on  spot,  and  3gc?.  c.i.f.  to  arrive. 

Linseed  Oil  closes  at  24s.  in  pipes,  and  at  from  24s.  7>d. 
to  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.  in  barrels,  and  March  at  24s. 

A  monthly  report  states  that  there  has  been  a  steady 
decline  in  all  positions,  and  on  the  month  prices  have 
depreciated  about  3/.  5s.  on  spot  and  21.  per  ton  forward. 
Crushers  now  have  plenty  of  seed  on  hand,  and  with  very 
large  arrivals  expected  within  the  next  week  or  ten  days, 
and  continued  heavy  exports  from  the  Plate,  the  indica- 
tions are  that  prioes  will  drop  further.  Both  Argentine  and 
Canadian  shippers  are  offering  linseed  very  freely,  but 
buyers  are  not  over-anxious  to  commit  themselves  at  present 
levels.  Indian  sellers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  scarce,  and 
it  is  claimed  the  crop  there  this  year  will  fall  far  short  of 
the  official  estimate.  Based  on  last  season's  shipments,  as 
compared  with  the  Government  estimate,  which  indicated 
a  much  heavier  tonnage  than  has  yet  been  forthcoming, 
there  may  be  some  truth  in  this.  It  must  be  remembered, 
too,  that,  linseed  oil  is  now  cheaper  than  cotton  and  soya 
oils,  with  the  result  that  soap-makers  here,  and  particularly 
on  the  Continent,  are  using  it  largely.  Consumption  in  the 
paint  and  varnish  trades  also  is  expected  to  be  much  heavier 
this  year.  Against  this,  however,  the  Argentine  and  Canada 
have  such  huge  quantities  of  linseed  to  dispose  of  that  the 
course  of  prices  will  be  in  buyers'  favour  throughout  the 
spring. 

Milk-sugar.— The  arrivals  comprise  230  cases  from 
Amsterdam. 

Opium. — Business  continues  at  a  standstill,  buyers  show- 
ing no  interest  whatever,  while  the  future  trend  of  prices 
is  uncertain.  Smyrna  offers  11  per  cent,  druggists'  at  17s. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.,  which  indicates  a  trifle  easier  market;  spot 
value  remains  unchanged  at  20  s.  for  good  Turkey 
druggists'. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  March  7  that,  owing 
to  very  abnormal  cold  weather  setting  in  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  our  market  strengthened  again  very  materially, 
and  prices  jumped  up  2s».  per  lb.  over  and  above  last  week's 
quotations.  Several  speculative  buyers  came  forward  and 
secured  14  cases  of  extra  Karahissar  at  18s.  2d.  to  18s.  8c?., 
as  to  quality.  Sellers  have  received  reports  of  heavy 
damage,  and  strict  injunctions  from  their  Interior  clients 
not  to  sell  any  of  their  consignments ;  some,  too,  who  can 
afford  to  do  so,  have,  on  the  contrary,  given  orders  to  buy 
more  opium  to  increase  their  stock.  Finding  this  a  good 
opportunity,  a  regular  shipper  who  had  nine  cases  cleared 
them  out,  and  thus  we  have  to  report  the  above  sales,  as 
otherwise  practically  no  business  would  have  been  trans- 
acted this  week.  If  the  damage  to  the  poppy  by  frost  is 
confirmed,  we  exoect  much  higher  figures.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  are  2,292  cases,  against  1,138  at  same  date  last 
year. 

A  Constantinople  correspondent  writes  on  March  15  that 
the  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  10  cases  "  softs  "  at 
250  ptrs.  per  oke  for  stuff  weak  in  morphine.  The  position 
is  unchanged.  Sellers  are  waiting  for  more  definite  news 
with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  next  crop.  For  the  moment 
the  reports  received  are  contradictory  and  rather  pessimistic. 
;  Orange  Oil  is  quoted  at  lis.  2d.  to  12s.  9c?.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  for  Sicilian  sweet,  and  up  to  12s.  3s.  for  bitter. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  15  states  that  a  good 
demand  prevailed,  and  with  small  supplies  the  firmness 
already  reported  has  again  asserted  itself.  The,  conse- 
quences of  the  small  yield  in  oil  of  Sicilian  oranges  and  of 
the  disastrous  hurricanes  in  the  West  Indies  appear  to  be 
coming  more  apparent: 

Quicksilver. — The  leading  importer's  price  is  un- 
changed at  11.  10s.,  and  second-hands  is  firm  at  7?.  Is. 


Quinine. — Although  further  meetings  have  taken  place 
this  week  at  Amsterdam  between  the  quinine-makers  and 
the  Java  planters'  delegates,  no  fresh  news  has  transpired 
regarding  the  result.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Loudon  sails- 
for  Java  at  the  end  of  this  week. 

Saffron  maintains  its  price,  B.P.  qualities  of  "Valencia 
offering  at  about  50s.  net  for  finest  down  to  48s.  net. 

Santonin  is  firm  and  unaltered,  with  stocks  in  second- 
hands  gradually  becoming  less  and  less. 

Senega  has  been  in  fair  demand,  selling  at  2s.  Id.  per 
lb.  c.i.f.  terms;  spot  is  quoted  at  from  2s.  l^d.  to  2s.  8d. 
net  as  to  quality. 

Shellac  is  lower,  with  fair  sales  of  TN  at  from  78s.  to- 
79s.  on  spot;  free  AC  Garnet  is  quoted  77s.  and  G.A.L. 
67s.,  April-June  steamer  shipment  offering  at  74s.  6d.  and 
66s.  c.i.f.  respectively;  TM  for  April-June  shipment  is 
quoted  81s.  c.i.f.  Futures  are  also  cheaper,  the  sales 
including  May  at  79s.  6d.  to  77s.  to  78s.,  and  August 
82s.  to  79s.  to  81s. 

Sulphur  is  comparatively  scarce  on  spot,  flowers  offering 
at  61.  12s.  6d.  to  61.  15s.,  and  roll  at  61.  7s.  6c?.  ex  wharf. 

The  exports  from  Sicily  during  1912  were  447,292  short 
tons,  against  453,826  and  393,987  short  tons  in  1911  and  191C 
resDectively. 

Turmeric. — Privately  a  retail  business  has  been  done- 
in  fair  to  good  Madras  finger  at  from  21s.  to  22s.  per  cwt., 
and  for  Cochin  split  bulbs  15s.  6d.  has  been  paid. 

Turpentine  closes  about  Is.  9c?.  per  cwt.  cheaper  on  the 
week,  American  offering  at  27s.  10^d.  per  cwt.  spot,  28s. 
for  April,  and  28s.  9c?.  for  August. 

A  monthly  circular  states  that  after  a  small  advance 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  February,  has  again  weakened,, 
and  a  net  decline  of  9c?.  to  Is.  took  place,  with  very  little 
business  doing.  We  still  believe  prices  will  not  rise  much 
until  the  spring.  It  is  announced  from  Savannah,  Georgia- 
that  the  Naval  Stores  Company  is  suspending  payment. 
The  company  has  issued  a  statement  showing  that  its  assets- 
exceed  its  liabilities  by  $4,000,000,  "  but,"  it  says,  "  the 
credit  of  the  company  has  become  contracted  owing  almost 
entirely  to  the  persistent  and  continued  assaults  made  upon 
the  construction  and  contractual  relations  of  the  corporation 
by  the  Government  in  suits  under  the  anti-trust  laws."  This- 
accounts  for  the  slump  in  the  London  market. 

Zinc  Oxide. — The  German  Convention  of  makers  have 
reduced  their  prices  by  10s.  per  ton  in  sympathy  with  the 
position  in  spelter. 

London  Drug-auctions, 

Commercial  Sale-rooms, 

Mincing  Lane.  E.C.,  March  19. 
The  markets  have  already  fallen  under  the  influence  of  the 
holidays,  judging  by  the  demand  at  the  auction  of  first-hand 
drugs  held  on  Wednesday,  when  the  bulk  of  the  offerings- 
was  bought  in,  few  alterations  in  value  faking  place.  Cape 
aloes  sold  at  very  firm  to  dearer  prices,  Zanzibar,  in  skins, 
being  steady.  Buchu  neglected,  but  firmly  held.  Carda- 
moms sold  at  about  steady  rates.  Dragon's-blood  was  keenly 
competed  for,  reboiled  advancing  2s.  6c?.  to  5s.,  and  slabs 
10.s.  to  12s.  6ct.  per  cwt.  beyond  valuations.  Gamboge  quiet,, 
and  Cuban  honey  steady.  Ipecacuanha  found  no  buyers, 
except  for  a  few  bales  Johore  sold  privately.  Menthol  was- 
forced  off  at  lower  prices  without  reserve.  Orange-peel  is 
fully  ?d.  dearer.  Rhubarb  quiet.  Tinnevelly  senna  was- 
not  offered,  and  grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  was  easier.  East 
African  beeswax  was  2s.  6c?.  to  5s.  better.  The  following- 
table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 


Offered 

Aloes — 

Cape    70  .. 

Zanzibar  (cases)  14  .. 

Agar-agar   3  .. 

Areca   13  .. 

Asafttida    2  .. 

RalSHm  peru   5  .. 

Balsam  tolu    4  .. 

Hay  oil    2  .. 

Benzoin — 

Sumatra   38  .. 

Bucbu   33  .. 

Calumba    177  .. 

Camphor (Joz. tabs)  2S  .. 

Cannabis  iiidica  ...  8  .. 

Cardamoms  &  seed  69  .. 

Cassia  oil    5  .. 


Sold  Offered 

Chiretta   75  .. 

.    57      Coca-leaves    2")  .. 

6     Copaiba   13  .. 

0      Croton-=eed   15 

,.  0  Cuttlefisb-bone 
.    *2  Dragon's-blood 

..     0      Elemi   30 

0  j    Ergot   8 

.     0  1  Eucalyptus  oil   43 

Kennel-seed    90 

.     0      Galbauum   15 

.      0  I    Gamboge    13 

0     Guaiacum   15 

.    25     Gum  acacia   81 

8  Honey— 

.    52        Cuban   £6 

.    *5     Insect- flowers   5 

Sold  privately. 


74 

38 


Sold 

O 
0 

.  0' 
.  0 

0' 

.  33- 
0 

.  0' 
.  0 

,  '  0- 
.  0- 

o 

3 


2& 
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Offered  Sold 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena    4  ...  0 

Johore    25  ...  0 

Matto  Grosso  ...  11  ...  0 

Minas   10  ...  0 

Jalap    14  ...  14 

Kamala    2  ...  0 

Lavender-flowers..  3  ...  0 

Lemongrass  oil  ...  5  ...  0 

JLenion  peel   10  ...  0 

Lime  oil   10  ...  0 

Menthol   7  ...  2 

Myrrh   10  ...  0 

TSTux  vomica   140  ...  20 

■Opium             (box)  1  ...  0 

Orange  oil    1  ...  0 

Orange  peel   15  ...  15 

Otto  of  roses.,  (vs.)  3...  3 

Papain    9  ...  0 

Peppermint  oil   18  ...  5 

Rhubarb  (China)...  36  ...  1 


Offered 

Saffron  (tins)  20  ., 

Salep   5  .. 

Sandalwood   18  .. 

Sarsaparilla — 

Grey  Jam   5  . 

Lima  Jam   1  . 

Seedlac   110  . 

Senna  and  pods — 

Alexandrian   40  .. 

Squill   5  . 

Strophanthus    8  . 

Tamarinds   ...  50  . 

Tonka-beans    1  .. 

Tragacanth    12  . 

Turmeric    127  . 

Vermilion   4  . 

Wax  (Bees')— 

blast  African   ...  50  . 

East  Indian   37  . 

Wax,  Carnauba  ...  14  . 

Wax,  veg.  (Jap.)  ...  25  . 


Sold 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  5 

.  1 

.  0 

.  14 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

..  44 

,.  6 

..  0 

..  25 


Aloes. — Cape  sold  at  firm  to  a  trifle  higher  rates,  57 
■cases  Mossel  Bay  being  disposed  of  on  20-per-cent.  tares, 
■comprising  fair  bright  hard  firsts,  40s. ;  fair  to  good 
seconds,  38s.  to  39s. ;  ullaged  ditto,  37s.  6cZ. ;  ordinary  dull 
seconds,  part  drossy,  36s.  to  37s.  6c/. ;  and  common  dull, 
35s.  per  cwt.  Of  14  cases  Zanzibar  aloes  offered,  six  cases 
•of  monkey-skins  sold  at  70s.  per  cwt.  for  good  hard 
liepatic ;  dark  and  part  drossy  were  limited  at  60s. 

Abjeca. — A  lot  of  13  bags  wormy  and  beardy  Java  were 
bought  in  at  20s.  ;  privately  sound  nuts  appear  to  be 
■unobtainable  from  first  hands. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Four  cases  of  fair,  slightly  drossy,  in 
large  tins  were  held  at  3s.  6c/.  net. 

Benzoin. — A  lot  of  38  cases  Sumatra  was  bought  in  at 
11.  15s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  almondy  seconds. 

Buchtj. — Slow  of  sale  in  auction,  13  bales  being  bought 
in.  Round  greenish  rather  stalky  leaf  was  held  at  from 
5s.  6d.  to  5s.  9d.,  ovals  with  chopped  stems  at  Is.  8d.  to 
2s.,  and  for  fair  greenish  longs  rather  stalky  a  bid  of 
3s.  11c/.  was  refused.  The  Kildonan  Castle  has  brought 
61  packages  from  Cape  Town. 

The  imports  of  buchu  into  the  United  States  during  the 
fiscal  year  1912  amounted  to  181,121  lb.,  against  106,345  lb. 
in  1911. 

Camphor. — In  auction  25  cases  Japanese  g-oz.  tablets 
sold  at  Is.  6c/.  per  lb.  net.  The  Mishima  Ma.ru  has 
brought  790  cases  crude  from  Keelung,  50  cases  refined 
"from  Kobe ;  also  50  cases  camphor  oil. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Eight  bags  of  Mozambique  common 
pressed  roll  and  stringy  tops,  sea-damaged  and  partly 
mixed  with  extraneous  matter,  sold  without  reserve  at 
from  2d.  to  2%d. ;  three  bags  sold  at  44c/.  for  rather  better 
•quality. 

Cardamoms  sold  at  about  steady  rates,  comprising 
•Ceylon-Mysores  extra  bold  long  palish  to  pale,  5s.  9c/.  to 
5s.  lid.  ;  medium  to  bold  palish  to  pale,  5s.  3c/.  to  5s.  Id.  ; 
small  and  medium,  few  open,  4s.  10c/.  to  5s.  Id. ;  very 
small  pale,  4s.  3d. ;  bold  pale  shelly  splits,  4s.  6c/.  ;  small 
ditto,  4s.  4rf.  :  ordinary  splits  and  pickings,  4s.  ;  brown 
and  split,  3s.  8d.  to  3s.  9c?.  per  lb.  ;  seed,  4s.  7c/.  to  4s.  10c/. 
per  lb.  as  to  quality. 

Cassia  Oil.— Five  cases  (75  to  76  per  cent.)  sold  without 
sreserve  at  3s.  2c/.  per  lb. 

Dragon's-blood  met  with  keen  competition,  11  cases 
:good  reboiled  Singapore  lump  selling  at  from  11/.  12s.  6c/. 
to  11/.  15s.,  an  advance  of  2s.  6c/.  to  5s.  ;  two  cases  pick- 
ings from  reboiled  realised  6/.,  and  for  14  cases  of  slabs 
of  good  colour  from  11.  5s.  (one  lot)  to  8/.  2s.  6c/.  was 
paid,  being  from  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  cwt,  dearer.  Two 
•cases  of  ordinary  damp  lump  sold  at  90s.,  and  for  four 
•cases  common  wet  bag-shaped  lump  70s.  was  paid  ;  for  five 
■cases  good  Zanzibar  drop  5/,  15s.  was  wanted.  The 
Mishima  Maru  has  brought  seven  packages  from  Singa- 
pore- 

Ergot. — Four  bags  of  small  sound  Russian  were  limited 
rat  4s.  3c/.  and  a  further  four  at  3s.  IOcZ.  per  lb. 

Guaiacum. — Threebarrels  of  rather  ordinary  block  sold 
at  10^c/.  and  part  drossy  block  at  10c/.  per  lb. 


Honey. — Only  26  casks  Cuban  offered  and  sold,  includ- 
ing fair  pale  brownish  liquid  at  30s.,  rather  darker  at 
29s.  to  29s.  6c/.,  and  ordinary  dark-brown  part  setting,  at 
from  25s.  to  25s.  6c/.  Privately  Jamaica  of  good  manufac- 
turing quality  sells  in  jobbing  quantities  at  between  29s. 
and  31s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Privately  retail  sales  of  Matto  Grosso 
have  been  made  at  9s.  3d.  per  lb.  In  auction  9s.  3d.  was 
also  wanted  and  8s.  6c/.  for  Minas,  but  nothing  sold ; 
8s.  lid.  was  refused  for  lean  Matto  Grosso.  The  new  lot 
of  25  bales  Johore  was  offered  and  bought  in  at  9s. ;  subse- 
quently several  bales  were  sold  privately  in  the  room  at 
8s.  4c/.  ;  the  quality  was  very  fair,  but  more  or  less  greyish. 

Jalap. — Lower  in  auction,  14  bags  of  small  to  medium 
Vera  Cruz  (7.9  per  cent,  in  natural  state,  9.3  per  cent, 
when  dried  and  powdered)  sold  at  from  8c/.  to  85c/.  per  lb. 
without  reserve. 

Menthol. — Two  cases  of  Suzuki  sold  without  reserve  at 
26s.  3d.  per  lb.,  being  cheap.  A  further  two  cases 
Kobayashi  were  held  at  30s.  and  three  cases  Suzuki  at  29s. 
Privately  Kobayashi  is  quoted  at  29s.  to  29s.  3d.,  and 
Suzuki  at  28s.  9c/.  spot;  new  crop  for  August-September 
shipment,  combined  with  oil,  has  been  sold  at  30s.  ;  in  oil 
sales  of  January-Maroh  are  reported  at  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d. 
c.i.f.  Thirty  cases  have  arrived  in  transit  from  Kobe, 
also  75  cases  peppermint  oil,  of  which  50  in  tr. 

Nux  Vomica. — Twenty  bags  fair  bright  Madras  sold  at 
9s.  per  cwt.  subject. 

Orange-peel. — Rather  firmer,  three  cases  fair  Tripoli 
strip  selling  at  7c/.  and  a  cask  of  ordinary  at  5c/. ;  three 
cases  of  overdried,  being  burnt,  sold  at  lei.  if  pay  charges ; 
eight  cases  had  been  sold  privately.  Privately  last  year's 
crop  of  good  colour  is  selling  at  higher  prices  than  this 
year's  crop — viz.  8d.  to  8^d.  per  lb. 

Otto  of  Rose. — Under  this  title  three  vases  (total 
85  Eng.  oz.  net)  of  a  semi-solid  compound,  having  little 
of  the  usual  characteristics  of  otto  of  rose,  were  offered 
without  reserve  and  sold  at  8s.  per  oz. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Five  cases  Suzuki  dementholised  sold 
at  from  6s.  6c/.  to  6s.  7c/.  without  reserve;  16  cases  of 
protected  lots  of  Suzuki  were  limited  at  6s.  9c/.,  a  bid  of 
6s.  6c/.  being  refused  in  one  instance. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet.  A  single  case  of  medium  to  bold 
round  Canton,  with  three-quarters  fair  pale  pinky  fracture, 
slightly  wormy,  sold  without  reserve  at  Is.  Id.  Medium 
to  bold  round  Canton,  with  three-quarters  good  pinky 
fracture,  which  is  scarce,  was  held  at  3s.  9c/.,  and  small 
round  and  trimming  ditto  at  3s.  10c/.  Flat  High-dried  was 
held  at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.,  and  medium  to  bold  round 
horny  at  lid.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood  Oil.— Prices  are  likely  to  be  well  main- 
tained throughout  the  year,  especially  as  the  cheaper  raw 
material  is  being  eliminated.  Best  English  drawn  oil  is 
worth  from  20s.  to  21s.  per  lb.  in  large  contract  quantities, 
and  foreign  is  offered  at  19s. 

Sarsaparilla  was  easier,  five  bales  of  fair  grey  Jamaica 
selling  at  2s.  5c/.  per  lb.,  and  for  an  odd  bale  of  Lima- 
Jamaica  2s.  was  paid.  Nine  bales  Lima  were  not  landed 
in  time. 

Senna.— No  Tinnevelly  offered;  five  bales  of  ordinary 
Alexandrian  sittings  sold  at  3c/.  subject,  and  eight  bales 
dark  Mecca  sea-damaged  pods  sold  at  l±d.,  and  a  bale 
third-class  sea-damaged  at  ±d.  per  lb. 

Squill. — Five  bags  of  fair  palish  dry  sold  at  3d. 

Vermilion.— Four  cases  Chinese  (Wingkat)  were  limited 
at  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'.— Sixteen  blocks  East  African  sold  at  from 
11.  5s. 'to  11.  Is.  6c/.  per  cwt.  for  fair,  part  dark  and 
slightly  drossy  block,  these  prices  being  2s  6c/.  to  5s. 
better,  and  for  21  bags  Mozambique  6?.  10s.  sub- 
ject was  paid  for  common  dark,  part  drossy  and  part 
broken  ball.  Six  bales  unbleached  Calcutta  changed  hands 
at  6/.  15s.  No  Jamaica  offered;  privately  77.  15s.  to 
11.  lis.  6d.  is  quoted  on  a  scarce  market. 

Wax,  Japan.— Steady.  A  lot  of  25  cases  (Cbikusan) 
good  squares  sold  at  from  44s.  6c/.  to  45s.  without  reserve. 
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Manchester  Chemical-market. 

March  18. 

The  market  during  the  past  week  has  been  somewhat 
featureless,  owing  probably  to  the  near  approach  of  the 
Easter  holidays.  Still  there  has  been  a  fair  movement  in 
heavy  chemicals  both  on  home  and  export  account,  and 
values  are  well  maintained.  An  upward  movement  has 
taken  place  in  sulphate  of  copper.  There  has  been  a  revival 
in  demand,  notwithstanding  the  downward  course  of  the 
metal  in  the  past  fortnight  or  so,  and  to-day  242.  5s.  to 
1M.  10s.  per  ton  has  been  quoted  for  best  brands,  delivered 
Manchester.  Arsenic  continues  quiet.  Miscible  and  solvent 
wood-naphthas  show  little 'or  no  change.  Nitrate  of  soda 
is  firm.  Refined  sulphur  quiet.  Coal-tar  products  are 
firmer  generally.  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  13Z.  12s.  9d.  to 
1ZI.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  Manchester.  The  demand  for  benzols 
continues  good,  and  its  value  as  a  substitute  for  petrol  is 
becoming  more  generally  recognised  by  motorists.  Last 
.week's  prices  have  been  well  maintained. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  condition  of  affairs  in  the  heavy-chemical 
market  continues  much  the  same  as  lately  reported — that  is 
to  say,  business  is  rather  quiet,  but  the  tone  of  the  market 
is  steady.  There  are  plenty  of  inquiries  in  the  market  for 
both  main  and  miscellaneous  products  for  forward  delivery, 
but  buyers  are  not  closing  very  readily.  Demand  on  con- 
tract account  keeps  good ;  values  are  well  maintained. 

Benzols. — The  firmer  tone  suggested  in  our  last  report 
has  been  maintained,  and  with  heavier  demand  prices  have 
advanced.  Present  naked  figures  :  90  per  cent.,  ll^d.  to  Is., 
and  50  per  cent.,  10£<2. ;  North,  lid.  to  ll^d.  and  Wd. 
respectively. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quiet  and  practically  without 
change  in  value.  Present  nearest  figures  :  Beckton,  25-per- 
cent, ammonia  guaranteed,  March-April,  13i.  15s. ;  London 
terms,  prompt,  13?.  5s.  ;  Leith,  142.  2s.  bd.  ;  Liverpool, 
142.  Is.  3e2.  ;  and  Hull,  14Z.  Makers'  ideas  of  prices  for  for- 
ward are  similar,  though  reports  of  acceptance  of  lower 
figures  in  other  quarters  are  about. 

Alumina-products  are  in  good  all-round  demand,  with 
advancing  tendency  as  regards  prices.  Crystal  alum,  lump, 
bl.  15s.  to  bl.  10s. ;  and  ground,  in  bags,  bl.  5s.  to  11.  per 
ton,  free  on  rails  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire,  or  f.o.b.  Hull, 
Goole,  or  Liverpool.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  qualities, 
practically  free  of  iron,  bl.  to  bl.  10s.  per  ton  for  ordinary 
strength,  in  casks,  with  customary  allowances  for  loose 
slabs,  and  usual  extras  for  higher  concentrations.  Aluminous 
cake,  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quantity, 
and  destination :  and  alumino  ferric,  52s.  bd.  to  60s.  per 
ton.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  high  strength 
Al.Oa,  111.  10s.  to  1ZI.  10s.  per  ton,  in  casks,  free  on  rails. 
Aluminate  of  soda,  purest  quality  and  high  strength  ALOs, 
27s.  bd.  to  30si.  per  cwt.  Carbonate  of  alumina,  30s.  to 
32s.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Java  Coca. 

In  the  last  two  numbers  of  "  Teysmannia  "  Dr.  de  Jong 
replies  to  the  article  on  this  subject,  published  in  October 
last  in  the  "  Tijdschrift  voor  Nijverheid  en  Landbouw  " 
(C.  &  D..  November  9,  1912,  p.  63).  He  points  out  that 
that  article  under-estimates  the  share  of  Java  in  the  world's 
production  of  coca,  which  he  puts  at  37  to  46  per  cent.  On 
the  question  of  a  possible  coca  monopoly  for  Java,  he  argues 
that  the  fact  that  Java  coca-leaves  are  unsuitable  for 
galenical  preparations  is  unimportant,  since  cocaine  itself 
can  be  used  for  these  in  place  of  the  leaves,  as  is  already 
allowed  by  some  Pharmacopoeias.  He  further  maintains 
that  cocaine-makers  do  arrange  to  keep  down  the  price 
obtainable  for  the  leaf,  that  there  is  no  real  evidence  that 
the  consumption  of  cocaine  is  diminishing,  and  that  it  would 
be  to  the  advantage  of  Java  planters  to  combine  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  and  exporting  either  crude  or 
refined  cocaine. 

Ceylon  Cardamoms. 

In  the  course  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Planters'  Asso- 
ciation of  Kandy,  Ceylon,  it  is  stated  that  the  1912  exports 
were  the  smallest  for  many  years  past.  There  has  been  a 
gradual  falling-off  of  shipments  since  1909,  when  824,500  lb. 
was  exported.  This  falling-off  in  yield  (says  the  report)  is 
due  to  the  abnormal  seasons,  little  or  no  rain  falling  during 
the  blossoming  periods.  Prices  for  the  year  have  been  satis- 
factory. In  Colombo  well-bleached  cardamoms  have' fetched 
from  Rs.  2.50  to  Rs.  3  rjer  lb.,  while  the  London  averages 
have  been  from  4s.  to  4s.  8d.  per  lb.  for  all-round  parcels ; 
green  dried  cardamoms  have  averaged  about  Rs.  2.10  per  lb. 
The  shipments  to  Germany,  Norway,  and  Sweden  show  a 
marked  increase  over  those  for  1911.  The  exports  for  1913 
will  probably  not  exceed  450,000  lb. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 


All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 
Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 
Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The- 
Chemist  and  Druggist"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Chemists  and  Celluloid  Legislation. 

Sin, — An  article  appeared  in  your  issue  of  March  8 
concerning  the  proposed  legislation  on  the  subject  of 
celluloid,  which  is  being  undertaken  by  the  City  Cor- 
poration and  the  London  County  Council.  You  were 
good  enough  to  mention  that  we,  in  conjunction  with 
the  British  Xylonite  Co.,  Ltd.,  were  lodging  a  petition 
against  the  Bill,  and  we  are  anxious  to  secure  the  co- 
operation of  all  chemists  within  the  City  area,  because 
the  very  extensive  powers  which  the  Corporation 
proposes  to  arrogate  to  itself  will  undoubtedly  prove 
to  be  an  endless  source  of  trouble,  vexation,  and  expense 
both  to  pharmacists  and  other  traders  who  carry  on 
business  within  a  mile.  It  is,  therefore,  of  con- 
siderable importance  that  all  pharmacists  should  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  be  made  acquainted  not  only 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  but  with  the  effect  which 
these  provisions  will  have  if  they  become  law. 

The  Bill  has  been  drawn  up  with  a  view  to  minimising: 
the  danger  of  fire  arising  from  the  manufacture  and 
storage  of  xylonite  or  celluloid  (the  terms  are  synonym- 
ous) either  in  shops  or  factories.  A  rather  careful  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  what  are  termed  "  celluloid 
stores"  and  "celluloid  shops."  We  need  only  concern 
ourselves  at  present  with  the  latter.  A  "  celluloid  shop  " 
means  any  retail  shop  in  which  there  is  a  stock  of  goods 
made  or  partly  made  from  celluloid  the  net  weight  of 
which  exceeds  ten  pounds.  It  would  be  difficult,  in 
fact  impossible,  to  conduct  even  a  retail  business  with- 
out exceeding  this  very  moderate  weight,  so  that  any 
chemist  who  reflects  for  a  moment  upon  the  large  variety 
of  articles  into  which  the  manufacture  of  celluloid  enters 
will  realise  that  he  comes  well  within  the  scope  of  the 
proposed  legislation. 

Should  this  bill  ever  get  on  to  the  Statute  Book  any- 
one intending  to  sell  celluloid  goods  must  apply  within 
one  month  for  a  licence  to  do  so.  He  must  also  furnish 
full  particulars  as  to  his  premises  and  the  storage 
arrangements  he  proposes  to  make.  If  required  these 
particulars  must  be  accompanied  by  jDlans  and  specifica- 
tions (at  the  expense  of  the  applicant).  These  specifica- 
tions must  include  particulars  as  to  the  proximity  of 
other  buildings  and  the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on 
in  these  adjacent  premises.  The  preparation  of  these 
details  will  prove  to  be  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty, 
and  cannot  fail  to  be  expensive.  The  Corporation  may 
in  the  unfettered  exercise  of  their  own  judgment  require 
structural  alterations  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner  of  the  premises.  The  owner,  if  he  is  unwilling 
to  bear  the  whole  of  the  expense — and  this  is  not  an 
unlikely  contingency — may  make  application  to  the  Court 
for  a  distribution  among  all  persons  having  an  interest 
in  the  premises.  An  arrangement  more  calculated  to  give 
rise  to  litigation  could  hardly  be  conceived.  What,  how- 
ever, strikes  us  as  even  more  serious  is  the  trouble  and 
difficulty  which  will  probably  arise  over  the  renewal  of 
leases,  for  property-owners  will  naturally  come  to  regard 
dealers  in  celluloid  as  inconvenient  and  expensive  tenants. 
The  Corporation  asks  for  powers  to  make  and  enforce  regu- 
lations which  may  or  may  not  prove  to  be  vexatious,  and 
finally  we  are  promised  that  indispensable  feature  of  all 
modern  legislation — inspection  of  premises  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  by  officials. 


Index    Folio  466 


March  22,  1913 


THE  CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


63 


This  bill  presents  many  quite  unnecessarily  irksome 
features,  the  danger  of  fire  is  to  a  large  extent  a 
gratuitous  assumption,  and  should  it  become  law  many 
shopkeepers,  including  pharmacists,  will  have  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  give  up  the  sale  of  celluloid  goods  in  conse- 
quence of  the  irritating  and  expensive  regulations  to  be 
complied  with.  It  is  worth  while  to  remember  that 
the  licence  even  when  obtained  only  holds  good  for  one 
year.  We  intend  during  the  next  few  days  to  communi- 
cate with  City  pharmacists  suggesting  a  line  of  action 
to  be  taken,  but  we  should  like  to  employ  the  agency  of 
your  influential  journal  for  the  purpose  of  arousing 
interest  in  the  subject,  and  with  that  object  we  are 
addressing  this  letter  to  you. 

We  are,  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons. 

7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.G. 

Advance  in  Cod-liver  Oil. 

Sir, — The  remarkable  advance  in  the  price  of  Lofoten 
cod-liver  oil  in  the  last  -week  or  two  is  almost  without 
precedent.  It  is  only  another  proof  of  the  speculative, 
uncertain  nature  of  the  -cod-liver  oil  business,  and 
emphasises  what  I  have  so  often  urged  on  those  of  your 
subscribers,  who  must  have  the  best  oil  at  any  cost 
and  with  whom  quality  is  the  supreme  factor,  to  make 
sure  of  the  first  supplies,  and  though  the  Norwegians 
have  a  way  of  invariably  opening  the  fishing  season 
with  a  cry  of  "  bad  fishing  and  poor  prospects,"  an 
intelligent  reading  between  the  lines  and  careful  study 
of  the  official  reports  will  give  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
prospects  for  the  year.  In  any  circumstances  the 
fist  supplies  are  the  best,  and  it  is  well  to  make  sure 
of  some  of  this  at  least.  One  other  reason  is  that  in 
the  event  of  the  fishing  becoming  -bad  and  livers  scarce, 
with  a  consequent  advance  in  the  price  of  the  oil,  the 
temptation  for  the  maker  is  not  to  exercise  the  same 
care  in  selecting  the  livers  but  to  pass  into  the  manu- 
facture of  the  medicinal  oil  livers  which  in  the  ordinary 
course  would  go  to  make  ordinary  cod  oil  for  currying 
purposes.  This  temptation  does  not  exist  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season,  and  it  is  in  the  freshness  and 
the  careful  selection  of  the  livers  which  have  enabled 
Norway  to  maintain  its  position  as  the  cod-liver  oil 
producing  country  of  the  world.  Under  the  In- 
surance Act  there  will  be  no  doubt  a  much  heavier 
demand  for  cod-liver  oil,  as  many  hospitals,  owing  to 
the  cost,  had  ceased  to  give  it  away  as  freely  as 
formerly,  and  cod-liver  oil  will  maintain  its  position 
in  spite  of  many  vaunted  substitutes  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  remedies  we  have.  It  will  also  be  a  prime 
necessity  that  chemists  dispensing  under  the  Insurance 
Act  must  stock  the  best  and  most  reliable  make,  which 
undoubtedly  is  the  Lofoten  manufacture.  No  doubt  the 
Government  will  be  very  keen  in  the  early  days  of  the 
working  of  the  Act  to  see  that  all  drugs  conform  to 
the  proper  standard.  Cod-liver  oil  depends  essentially 
on  the  freshness  of  livers  and  the  purity  of  manufacture 
for  its  therapeutical  value,  and  can  only  be  beneficial 
as  that  standard  is  maintained. — Yours  faithfully, 

Sutton  Coldfield.  Wm.  Bousfield. 

Oleum  Eucalypti,  B-P. 

Sir, — I  do  not  claim  the  fine  legal  mind  nor  the  deep 
analytical  knowledge  possessed  by  your  able  contributor, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Parry,  but  I  approach  the  subject  of  eucalyp- 
tus oil  as  an  ordinary  pharmacist.  In  the  article  by  Mr. 
Parry  in  your  issue  of  March  8  it  seems  to  me  that  he 
goes  a  little  beyond  the  B.P.,  for  the  latter  authority 
states  in  the  paragraph  on  ol.  eucalypti,  "  distilled  from 
the  fresh  leaves  of  Eucalyptus  globulus  and  other  species 
of  Eucalyptus."  Mr.  Parry  points  out  that  it  is  not 
"and  all  other  species"  nor  is  it  "any  other  species." 
This  is  a  fact,  but  there  is  another  also  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  viz.  the  B.P.  neither  enumerates  the  "other 
species,"  nor  does  it  exclude  by  name  any  one  particular 
species.  And  further,  the  tests  given  by  the  Pharma- 
copoeia are  for  the  distilled  oil  as  it  comes  into  commerce 
or  is  sold  by  retail,  and  who  shall  say  what  leaves  are 
to  be  used  when  the  oil  is  distilled,  so  long  as  the  result- 
ing oil  as  sold  is  of  B.P.  standard  quality  and  require- 
ments?   No,  sir;  the  B.P.  intention  is,  to  my  mind, 


quite  obvious,  viz.  to  ensure  that  all  eucalyptus  oil  sold 
as  B.P.  is  really  eucalyptus  oil  distilled  from  Eucalyptus 
globulus  and  other  species  quite  irrespective  of  those 
species,  so  long  as  it  contains  a  "  due  proportion  of 
cineol  (eucalyptol)  and  a  certain  limit  of  phellandrene. 
As  to  Mr.  Parry's  last  statement  that  "  in  his  opinion  it 
would  be  quite  legitimate  to  use  camphor  oil  or  castor 
oil,  or  anything  else  for  the  purpose  of  such  standardisa- 
tion as  to  use  the  non-official,  not  B.P.,  oil  of  Eucalyptus 
amygdalina,"  is  he  really  serious  ?  If  so,  I  can  only 
say  that  I  do  not  class  camphor  oil  and  castor  oil  as 
"other  species  of  Eucalyptus,"  and  should  not  consider 
the  admixture  of  such  oils  for  standardisation  any  more 
reasonable  than  I  should  consider  the  milkman  justified 
in  adding  castor  oil  or  stout  to  standardise  his  milk.  If, 
however,  by  a  scientific  management  of  his  farm  and  a 
judicious  blending  of  the  milk  from  the  various  herds- 
of  cows  under  his  control  he  sold  a  milk  well  up  to  the 
Local  Government  Board's  standard  I  am  afraid  the  law- 
would  be  against  me  if  I  summoned  that  man  because- 
all  the  milk  he  supplied  was  not  obtained  from,  say, 
Jersey  or  Guernsey  cows;  unless,  of  course,  he  specifically 
stated  that  it  was  obtained  from  that  limited  source. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  suggest  that  the  best  way  to» 
stop  the  practice  mentioned  by  Mr.  Parry  would  be 
to  specifically  exclude  Eucalyptus  amygdalina  in  the 
new  B.P.,  and  to  modify  the  tests  so  as  to  ensure  that 
result.  Yours  faithfully, 

Snaresbrook.  J.  H.  Williams. 

Insurance  Dispensing  Charges. 

Rotten  Tariff  (8/6),  a  chemist  in  the  Midlands, 
strongly  criticises  the  drug  tariff  and  its  formulators 
in  terms  which  we  prefer  not  to  print.  He  suggests 
the  formation  of  a  small  standing  committee  composed 
of  workaday  chemists,  and  submits  the  following  methods 
of  charging,  prescribing,  and  account  rendering  : — • 

Drugs. — 100  per  cent,  on  cost  up  to  bd.  oz.  retail,  plus 
50  per  cent,  for  smalls  less  than  1  oz.  ;  50  per  cent,  on  cost 
over  bd.  oz.  retail,  and  50  per  cent,  more  for  smalls  less 
than  1  oz. 

Appliances. — Wools,  lints,  gauzes,  etc.,  50  per  cent,  on- 
cost of  all  goods  up  to  5s.  each  item  retail ;  33i  per  cent,  on 
to  all  beyond  5s.  each  item ;  25  per  cent,  extra  for  breaking 
bulk. 

Containers.— PoiaoiiHbotbles,  all  free ;  medicine-bottles,. 
Id.,  2d.,  id.,  Id.  Half  refunded  when  returned.  If  you 
give  free  bottles  to  all,  every  ashpit  in  kingdom  will  be  full 
of  bottles. 

Proprietaries.— 33-3-  per  cent,  on  cost  if  sold  bulk  un- 
broken ;  50  per  cent,  on  if  sold  in  oz. ;  100  per  cent,  on  if 
sold  in  less  than  oz. 

Patents.— P. A.T. A.,  or  25  per  cent,  on  cost. 
Dispensing  Charges.— On  everything  except  patent  medi- 
cines sold  entire,  and  appliances  not  fitted  on  or  measured 
for ;  but  the  charges  to  be  graduated,  viz.  : 
It?,  on  items  ordered  singly,  such  as — 

Tr.  iodi  31  j   ...    2d. 

Bottle    ... :      ...  Id. 

Dispensing  charge   Id. 

4d. 

and  on  all  smalls  dispensed  up  to  value  of  Ad. 

2d.  on  all  mixtures,  etc.,  dispensed,  but  not  taking  up 
more  than  five  minutes  of  time  and  value  not  over  8c£. 

Zd.  beyond  value  8d.  and  up  to  Is. 

Ad.  beyond  Is.  value. 

bd.  for  cachets,  suppositories,  and  pills  made  specially  to- 
order  up  to  5  oz.  ;  9d.,  ditto,  up  to  1  doz.,  and  bd.  per  doz. 
after.  One-third  of  these  fees  if  kept  ready  made  in  bulk 
from  makers. 

Recognised  Wholesale  Lists  to  be  Allenburys,  B.D.H.r 
and  Evans.  Market  fluctuations  will  thus  be  reasonably 
covered. 

Monthly  Accounts  rendered,  giving  simply  the  number 
of  scripts  dispensed. 

Payment  to  Us  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  value,  taking  each 
script  at  bd.  Each  local  Association  to  be  responsible  for 
any  man  who  overstates  his  numbers. 

Quarterly  Statements  showing  numbers  for  three  months, 
with  total  value  as  per  our  priced  out  recipes,  less  amounts 
paid  to  us  on  account ;  to  be  rendered  fourteen  days  after 
the  end  of  quarter ;  10  per  cent,  to  be  kept  back  until  our 
accounts  had  been  audited. 

Doctors'  Prescription-forms. — Any  colour  will  do;  but 
a  coloured  paper  is  less  likely  to  be  mislaid  in  a  shop. 
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Single  copies  wanted ;  duplicate  no  use,  and  where  the 
doctor  is  a  bad  writer  the  fumbling  with  carbon  makes  him 
worse. 

"  Rept.  Mist." — Easy  to  ask  doctors  to  refrain  from  this 
at  the  first  of  a  new  quarter,  so  that  none  go  back  to  the 
old  quarter.  But  if  we  get  monthly  payments  on  account, 
our  third  month's  "scripts  "  need  not  leave  our  shops  until 
ten  or  fourteen  days  after  the  quarter  ends,  so  that  we  could 
•do  it  easily.  There  never  are  any  "  Rept.  Mists."  further 
back  than  ten  days.  Do  let  us  talk  common  sense.  I  know 
it'  will  need  great  efforts  on  part  of  some  people,  but  let  us 
*I7- 

Stock  Mixtures. — Each  district  arrange  its  own  with  own 
medical  men.  To  carry  dispensing-fee.  Will  simplify 
pricing  and  expedite  the  serving  of  the  public.  Besides, 
a  stock  mixture  made  up  at  leisure  is  less  liable  to  varia- 
tion, or  even  to  ingredients  being  forgotten,  than  dispens- 
ing each  of  six  items  at  lightning  speed.  If  chemists  in 
hospitals  work  with  "  stocks,"  why  should  any  of  us  suggest 
they  are  wrong  ? 

Doctors'  Books  of  Forms  will  likely  be  the  big  cheque- 
book style  (a  capital  suggestion  from  somebody),  in  books 
of  500  or  1,000  pages,  four  on  a  page.  I  suggest  six  as  more 
likely  to  settle  each  case,  and  then  keep  one  page  one  case 
for  those  special  cases  where  the  doctor  desires  to  have  a 
trace  of  his  various  prescriptions.  If  the  pages  are 
numbered,  the  index  can  quickly  be  found  from  a  card-index 
box  of  names,  which  is  to  be  sent  to  each  doctor.  Folio  for 
duplicate  to  keep  Scotchmen  quiet.  They  can  then  fill 
their  cellars  with  duplicates,  or  re-paper  the  drawing-room 
with  them.  The  duplicate-triplicate  was  the  invention  of 
a  crank. 

Our  correspondent  adds: — "The  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners are  tackling  their  problems  promptly,  and 
showing  themselves  quite  able  to  deal  with  the  great 
difficulties  which  exist.  They  are  asking  for  and  adopt- 
ing suggestions;  therefore  I  have  no  fear  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  I  shall  simply  not  price  one  single  script  until 
we  have  a  new  tariff  on  a  simpler  basis  which  can  be 
grasped  and  worked  by  the  man  who  runs  his  own 
business.  I  will  not  send  mine  to  anybody  if  I  can  help 
it."  He  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee had  the  chance  of  a  lifetime  to  formulate  a 
tariff  to  help  the  retailers,  because  the  Commissioners 
asked  (in  effect)  "What  is  your  price?"  and  they 
took  our  tariff  as  it  stood.  The  bulk  of  the  tariff  is 
at  100  per  cent,  profit,  but  the  anomalies,  the  ridiculous 
pricing  of  each  item  without  any  heed  of  market  rises, 
the  ins  and  outs,  the  ups  and  downs,  destroy  the  good 
effect  with  useless  detail  and  often  actual  loss. 

Prices  in  Three  Countries  Compared. 
Apotheker  (4/27),  writing  from  Germany  regarding  the 
British  dispensing-tariff,  says  : 

The  prices  for  drugs  are  absurdly  low,  and  the  compilers' 
error  of  judgment  is  likely  to  have  disastrous  consequences 
when  an  upward  revision  is  found  to  be  imperative.  The 
first  mistake  was  made  in  demanding  the  insured  to  pay 
for  the  container.  The  Insurance  Committee  should  pay, 
and  if  it  see  fit  to  claim  the  amount  from  the  insured 
let  it  do  so  by  other  means.  It  is  not  fair  to  place  the 
burden  on  the  pharmacist.  The  whole  question  of  taking 
back  empty  containers  is  open  to  grave  objections,  and 
is  strongly  deprecated  on  hygienic  .grounds.  In  Germany 
a  movement  has  been  on  foot  to  obtain  an  alteration  in  the 
law  to  the  effect  that  in  the  case  of  infectious  diseases  no 
containers  shall  be  returned,  the  doctor  making  a  note  to 
this  effect  on  the  prescription.  Although  the  tariff  charges 
are  ridiculously  low,  it  will  be  objected  that  the  compulsory 
dispensing  of  prescriptions  by  pharmacists  really  means  the 
gift  of  a  fresh  source  of  income  to  members  of  that  pro- 
fession;  and,  further,  if  the  club  doctor  was  able  to  give 
medical  treatment  and  also  supply  the  necessary  medicines 
for  an  inclusive  per  capita  rate  of  4s.,  surely  a  sum  of 
Is.  6d.  should  prove  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  medicines. 
Judging  from  the  specimens  published  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  the  question  is  justified  as  to  whether  these 
dispensing  doctors  really  gave  their  patients  the  thera- 
peutic treatment  they  now  enjoy;  if  so,  a  great  proportion 
ot  their  fees  must  have  been  spent  in  the  supply  of  drugs, 
which  does  not  fit  in  with  the  current  view  of  doctors'  dis- 
pensing. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  fixed  dispensing-fee  was  intro- 
duced for  all  medicines,  for  to  charge  the  magnificent  sum 
of  one  halfpenny  for  all  the  trouble  involved  in  dispensing 
>  oz.  of  castor  o>l  is  patently  absurd  and  a  rank  injustice 
Were  the  compilers  of  this  tariff  so  out  of  touch  with 
practical  pharmacy  that  they  had  forgotten  that  in  work 


of  this  kind  a  cork  is  required,  that  the  drug  has  to  be 
weighed  or  measured,  and  that  the  directions  have  to  be 
written  on  a  label  ?  Do  these  things  cost  nothing  ?  And 
how  about  the  time  required  and  the  washing-up  of  measures 
afterwards?  Again,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  minimum 
charge  of,  say  one  penny  was  introduced  in  the  case  of 
statutory  poisons.  The  extra  care  required  in  dealing  with 
these  fully  justifies  a  slightly  higher  rate  of  remuneration. 
This  fact  was  recognised  in  Germany  some  years  ago,  and 
all  preparations  enumerated  in  Tables  B  and  C  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  (drugs  to  be  kept  apart  from  the  others) 
have  a  minimum  dispensing  charge  of  l\d.  The  abolition 
of  the  duplicate  prescription  to  be  retained  by  the  phar- 
macist, in  deference  to  the  doctors'  wishes,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  copying  prescriptions  containing  poisons,  draws 
attention  to  the  German  method.  Formerly  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  copy  all  prescriptions  in  the  prescription-book, 
and  this  course  is  still  required  in  a  number  of  German 
States,  but  in  others  the  prescription  is  written  on  the 
container  itself,  and  the  label  for  bottles  usually  has  a 
space  on  the  one  side  for  the  copy.  In  this  way  the  doctor, 
when  visiting  the  patient  (or  vice  versa),  immediately  knows 
what  was  prescribed,  and  if  he  wishes  to  repeat  the  medi- 
cine he  simply  writes  across  the  label  "Repet."  with  his 
signature.  The  pharmacist  detaches  the  label  and  gums  it 
on  a  slip  of  paper ;  it  is  his  voucher  for  repeating  the 
medicine. 

[At  this  point  our  correspondent  compares  British  Insur- 
ance with  German  and  Italian  prices.  We  give  them  in  brief 
(B,  British  ;  G,  German  ;  and  I,  Italian) : 

01.  ricini,  jss. — B,  ^d. ;  G,  3d.  ;  I,  1^(7. 

Ung.  hyd.  amm.  3ij. — B,  4g(7. ;  G,  Is.  1£(7.  •  I,  Is.  Id. 

Acid,  aceto-salicyl.  3ss. — B,  2^d. ;  G,  3^(7. ;  I,  2d. 

Six  powders  of  three  ingredients. — B,  5(7. ;  G,  Is.  2id. ; 
I,  10(7. 

Sodii  salicyl.  5j. — B,  3£<Z. ;  G,  7^(7.;  I,  Hid. 

Tab.  acid,  aceto-sal.  36. — B,  6^(7. ;  G,  2s.  5£<7. ;  I,  9|<7. 

Mist.  alb.  5vj. — B,  4A<2. ;  G,  8^(7.;  I,  6(7. 

Twenty-four  suppositories  (bism.  subgal.  gr.  x.). — B, 
Is.  7i(7. ;  G,  3s.  Il£t7. ;  I,  3s.] 

The  total  cost  of  the  nine  prescriptions  in  the  three 
different  countries  compares  as  follows: 

Great  Britain,  3s.  10A(7. ;  Germany,  10s.  10i(7. ;  Italv. 
7s.  6|(7.  _  . 

The  German  pharmacist  gives  an  average  rebate  of 
15  per  cent,  on  Insurance  prescriptions;  in  Italy  this  is  on 
a  sliding  scale,  ranging  from  15  to  30  per  cent.  Deducting 
from  the  above  figures  15  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  Germanv 
and  30  per  cent,  of  the  Italian  total,  we  obtain  the  follow- 
ing comparisons : 

Great  Britain,  3s.  10A(Z.  ;  Germany,  9s.  2AcZ. :  Italv, 
5s.  lid. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves.  It  should  also  be 
noted  that  in  Germany  there  is  a  dispensing-fee  of  2d.  on 
every  prescription,  besides  the  compounding-fees.  You 
need  that  in  Great  Britain  to  cover  cost  of  label,  cork, 
paper,  and  other  requisites  for  apportioning  and  carrying 
medicines  from  the  chemist's  bottles  to  the  patient's 
stomach. 

Prescription  Pricing  at  a  Premium. 

Sir, — 'Will  you  allow  me  the  publicity  of  your  columns 
to  make  it  known  as  widely  as  possible  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance,  while  making 
every  effort  to  return  the  prescriptions  sent  for  pricing 
as  soon  as '  possible,  cannot  undertake  to  return  any 
prescriptions  which  are  received  for  pricing  on  or  after 
Monday  next  until  after  April  30  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock. 

17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.  C. 

Effect  of  the  Shops  Act. 
Sir, — A  few  weeks  ago  you  published  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent  who  stated  that  his  returns  had  increased 
since  the  Shops  Act  had  been  in  operation.  This  seemed 
strange,  and  caused  me  to  look  into  the  matter  as 
affecting  myself.  I  have  taken  the  returns  for  each 
Thursday,  and  the  number  of  customers  served  for  the 
same  days,  since  early  closing  came  into  force,  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  days  of  the  previous  year,  the 
result  being  as  follows  : 

3,399  customers  fewer  for  the  Thursdays  of  the  nine 
months  ending  February  last. 

667.  9s.  11(7.  cash  less  for  the  same  rjeriod. 

I  may  say  there  is  no  corresponding  increase  on 
general  turnover  to  compensate  for  this  loss,  the  other 
returns  being  practically  identical. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Pharmacist.  (8/8.) 
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Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among-  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Interpretations. 
I  suggest  that  the  reading  of  the  order  given  in  the 
C.  &  D.  (March  1,  index  folio  355)  is  as  follows:  Tic  painter 
=  diapente;  penison=gentian. — II".  T.  (6/68). 

Those  Pillar-boxes. 
Our  postman  came  in  the  other  day  (writes  Xorocastrian. 
9/34),  and  showed  his  confidence  in  the  pharmacist,  as  a 
sympathetic  soul  by  the  following  talk  :  "  Them  suffra- 
gettes, sir,  is  an  awful  lot.  Last  neet.  when  I  had  done  my 
delivery,  I  had  to  collect  two  pillar-boxes  and  a  branch 
office.  .In  one  o'  the  pillars  the  letters  was  aal  wet,  and 
when  I  got  into  the  branch  the  lady  ahint  the  counter  says, 
'  Open  the  ventilator  and  the  fanlight.'  When  I  gets  into 
the  tram-car  to  gan  doon  to  the  General  the  people  was  aal 
sniffing,  and  the  conductor  astd  me  if  I  would  mind  taking 
a  seat  on  the  roof.  And  when  I  gets  into  the  post-office 
and  puts  my  bag  on  the  sortin'-bench  the  fellows  was  aal 
sniffing  (mind,  I've  got  a  bad  cold  myself),  and  then  one 
of  the  clerks  came  up — one  of  them  scientific  fellows  that 
knows  aal  about  experiment  and  things — say.  '  Ah  '  I  know 
nicely  what  it  is.    It's  suffragetted  hydrogen  !  '  ' 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  this  subject. 


Points  in  Doubt. 

Sir, — May  I  venture  to  ask  your  opinion  on  one  or  two 
points  touched  upon  in  your  valuable  book.  "  The  Art  of 
Dispensing  "  ? 

(1)  On  page  254  an  allusion  is  made  to  Dr.  Burney  Yeo's 
mixture,  but  nothing  definite  is  said  as  to  how  it  should  be 
made  up.  Ought  it  to  be  treated  as  a  chlorinated  mixture, 
and  the  HC1  added  direct  to  the  pot.  chlor.,  as  in  the  case 
of  mouth-washes,  etc.,  and  the  quin.  sulph.  dissolved  in  the 
acid  solution  afterwards?  Scoville.  in  his  "  Art  of  Com- 
pounding," p.  82,  when  speaking  of  a  very  similar  mixture, 
says  that  the  presence  of  a  flavouring  agent,  such  as  syrup, 
indicates  that  "  a  solution  of  chlorine  gas  "  is  not  wanted. 
But  if  that  be  so,  why  is  "  acid,  hydrochlor."  (fort.)  ordered 
in  both  cases  if  it  is  to  be  diluted  before  adding  it  to  the 
pot.  chlor.  ? 

(2)  Recently  a  prescription  containing  sodium  benzoate 
and  caffein.  cit.  was  brought  to  my  notice.  Was  the  pre- 
cipitate which  formed  the  alkaloid  caffeine,  or  a  mixture  of 
that  and  benzoic  acid  ?  Would  it  be  right  in  this  case  to 
use  half  the  quantity  of  caffeine,  as  in  prescriptions  con- 
taining sod.  salicyl.  and  caff.  cit.  ;  or,  supposing  the  pre- 
scriber  could  not  be  communicated  with,  would  it  do  to  use 
a  few  grains  of  tragacanth  to  suspend  the  precipitate  ? 

(3)  As  it  is  stated  that  strychnine  bromide  is  a  soluble  salt 
of  the  alkaloid,  am  I  correct,  in  thinking  that,  liquor 
strychninae  is  quite  compatible  with  acid,  hydrobromic.  dil., 
provided  that  nothing  else  is  present  in  the  mixture, 
although  liq.  strych.  is  incompatible  with  all  other  bromides  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  G.  (204/19). 

[(1)  Dr.  Burney  Yeo's  mixture  should  be  compounded  as  a 
chlorine  mixture  by  adding  the  hydrochloric  acid  to  the 
potassium  chlorate  in  a.  dry  bottle,  allowing  time  for  the 
chlorine  to  be  developed,  and  then  adding  in  quantities  of 
about  an  ounce  at  a  time  the  quinine,  orange  syrup,  and 
water  mixed  together,  shaking  well  after  each  addition  so 
as  to  get  all  the  chlorine  absorbed  by  the  liquid.  If  the 
liquid  were  added  all  at  once  the  chlorine  would  simply  be 
displaced  and  flow  out  of  the  bottle.  We  do  not  concur  in 
Scoville's  suggestion  so  far  as  this  mixture  is  concerned. 
Anyone  who  has  taken  the  mixture  will  agree  that  it  can 
stand  a  good  deal  of  flavouring.  Moreover,  the  syrup  gives 
body  to  the  water  and  facilitates  retention  of  the  chlorine 
in  the  liquid  when  shaken  up  with  it.  When  acid,  hydro- 
chlor. fort,  is  prescribed,  the  safe  course  for  the  dispenser 
is  to  assume  that,  a  chlorine  mixture  or  gargle,  as  the  case 
may  be,  is  intended.  (2)  The  precipitate  is  benzoic  acid  set 
free  by  the  action  of  the  citric  acid  liberated  by  hydrolysa- 
tion  of  the  caffeine  citrate.  Smell  the  mixture,  and  you 
will  find  it  indicates  free  benzoic  acid.  The  scientific  pro- 
cedure is  to  use  an  equivalent  of  caffeine  for  the  caffeine 
citrate.  The  only  objection  to  this  is  that  the  next  dis- 
penser might  not  do  that,  and  the  uniformity  of  procedure 


in  the  trade  would  be  called  in  question,  so  there  is  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  the  proposal  to  suspend  the  precipitate.' 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  prescriber  orders  sodium 
bejizoate.  and 'we  think  it  safe  to  assume  that  that  is  what1 
he  intends  the  patient  to  get.  It  is  only  a  little  slip  of,' 
memory  on  the  prescriber's  part  to  order  caffeine  citrate' 
.instead  of  caffeine.  We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the, 
scientific  procedure  should  be  followed,  and  the  prescribe!-] 
informed.  You  can  tell  him  that  this  method  produces  the' 
more  elegant  mixture,  and  so  avoid  impeaching  his  chemical' 
knowledge.  (3)  Strychnine  bromide  is  soluble  about  1  in  70: 
of  water,  so  that  you  may  regard  solution  of  strychnine' 
hydrochloride  as  compatible  with  hydrobromic  acid.] 

Simon  (250/17). — You  will  find  all  about  the  darkening  of 
salicylate  mixtures  containing  free  alkali  in  "The  Art  of 
Dispensing.''  It  cannot  be  prevented  without  altering  the 
prescriptions. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,"  1913,  pp.  211-242  and  pp.  457-4S9,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 


Scotch  Subscriber  (8/46)  owns  and  occupies  a  house  and 
shop,  each  of  which  has  an  entrance  from  the  street.  The 
house  is  seven  yards  from  the  shop  and  is  surrounded  by  a  wall. 
Inhabited-house  Duty  is  charged  upon  the  house  and  shop 
together.  Is  this  correct  ?  [In  our  opinion,  if  the  shop  is 
occupied  solely  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  exemption  from 
the  duty  may  be  claimed  in  respect  of  it  under  Section  13  (1) 
of  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1878.] 

Soda  (231/29). — An  Apprenticeship  Question.— A  is  ap- 
jjrenTieed  to  B,  which  is  a  private  company,  B  is  turned 
into  a  private  limited  liability  company.  What  is  the 
position  of  A  ?  Is  he  bound  to  the  new  company,  and  can  he 
justifiably  leave  B's  employ?  [The  query  is  not  clear  as 
to  what  B  was  at  the  time  that  the  contract  of  apprentice- 
ship was  made,  but  apparently  the  change  into  a  limited 
liability  company  does  not  materially  alter  B's  ability  t<?' 
carry  out  the  terms  of  the  contract.  A  is  not  bound  to, 
the  new  company,  but  to  B.  and  he  cannot  leave  B's  employ 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  parties.] 

F.  I.  0.  (7/64)  has  A  Swinging  Sign  on  each  side  of  the 
front  of  his  shop.  The  signs  were  put  up  about  a  year  ago,' 
with  the  permission  of  the  surveyor,  but  a  neighbour  now 
complains  that  one  of  the  signs  obstructs  the  view  of  his' 
shop.  Can  the  neighbour  compel  our  correspondent'  to  take 
down  the  sign?  [In  our  opinion  "  F.  I.  O."  cannot  be  com-' 
pelted  by  his  neighbour  to  take  down  the  sign  unless  it  con-' 
stitutes  a  nuisance  (e.g..  by  obstructing  the  neighbour's  access 
to  his  shop,  or  by  obstructing  the  flow  of  light  and  air  tcj 
the  shop),  which  seems  improbable.  The  neighbour  is  not 
entitled  to  have  the  sign  removed  merely  because  it  obstructs 
the  view  of  his  shop.] 

C.  B.  A.  (7/34).— (II  It  is  quite  legal  for  a  chemist  to  use 
calomel  or  grey  powder  in  Children's  Powders,  subject 
always  to  the  common-law  provision  that  if  any  injury 
results  from  the  administration  of  such  powders  the  injured 
person  has  a  right  to  sue  the  vendor,  and,  if  he  can  prove 
damage,  to  obtain  compensation.  (2)  See  the  article  in 
the  C.  &  D..  March  15.  p.  50,  regarding  the  sale  of  Pre- 
parations containing  CoLCHicuii.  We  cannot  say  whether 
or  not  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  regard  a  prepara- 
tion containing  5  minims  of  the  tincture  in  a  teaspoonful 
dose  as  coming  within  the  Schedule.  In  respect  to  your 
other  queries,  see  the  C.  cfc  D.  Diary,  p.  220.  "  Drugs.''  and 
p.  211.  '"  Poisons  Schedule."  as  well  as  p.  215.  "  De  Minimis 
Non  Curat  Lex  "  and  "  Labelling." 

Maskee  (5/17). — Shops  Act,  1912. — Has  a  local  authority 
power  to  make  a  suspension  order,  in  a  holiday  resort, 
affecting  a  particular  class  of  trade  only,  if  the  majority 
of  that  trade  apply  for  such  an  order :  or  must  the  order 
be  made  to  extend  to  all  shops  in  the  district  ?  [It  has  been 
officially  stated  that  an  order  under  Section  11  (1),  suspend- 
ing in  holiday  resoi-ts  the  obligation  to  close  on  the  weekly 
half-holiday,  must  be  a  general  order,  applying  to  all  classes 
of  shops,  and  cannot  be  made  for  particular  classes  of 
shops  only.  Under  Section  4  (4)  of  the  Act',  however,  the 
local  authority  must  make  an  order  exempting  shops  of  a 
particular  class  from  the  obligation  to  close  on  the  weekly 
half-holiday,  if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  majority  of  the 
shopkeepers  of  that  class  wish  to  be  so  exempted.] 

Folio  (9/20). — (1)  The  Statutory  Poisons  referred  to  in 
the  Insurance  Drug-tariff  are  those  for  which  the  regula- 
tions prescribe  that  they  must  be  sent  out  in  bottles  dis- 
tinguishable by  touch.    See  the  paragraph  in  the  ,C.  <£■  D. 
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Diary,  p.  214,  "  Bottles,"  Regulation  3.  (2)  The  penalty 
for  not  conforming  with  Regulations  1,  2,  and  3  is  51.  There 
is  no  authority  under  the  Act  for  inspecting  pharmacies  in 
order  to  see  whether  or  not  Regulations  1  and  2  are  con- 
formed with,  but  in  the  event  of  it  becoming  known  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  that  the  regulations  have  been 
broken,  as,  for  example,  by  evidence  in  public  courts,  they 
have  prosecuted.  (3)  Salt  of  lemon  is  a  poisonous  sub- 
stance within  the  meaning  of  Section  5  (2)  of  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and  it  may  be  sold  by  any  person, 
qualified  or  unqualified,  on  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the 
section  (see  C.  <£■  D.  Diary,  p.  212). 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during:  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


Jubar  (250/71).— (1)  Cough  and  Cold  Mixture,  P.F.  222, 
is  as  follows  : 

Syrupi  tolutani      ...       ...       ...  3ss. 

Ammonii  carbonatis        ...       ...  3ss. 

Liq.  opii  sedativi   mxxiv. 

Liq.  ammonii  acetatis     ...       ...  3j- 

Vini  ipecacuanhee   rn.XL. 

Spt.  chloroformi    3ij. 

Aq.  camphorae  ad   3v"j- — M. 

,  An  eighth  part  between  meals  and  at  bedtime. 

(2)  Formaldehyde  put  in  a  pantry,  in  order  to  keep  flies 
away,  will  not  injuriously  affect  the  food  in  the  pantry. 

/.  R.  W.  (198/48). — Gtngerim  and  Capsicin  Equivalents. — 
Tincture  of  ginger,  B.P.,  yields  an  average  of  0.4  to  0.5  per 
cent,  w/v  of  extractive — i.e.,  "gingerin" — which  is  equiva- 
lent to  about  2  gr.  per  oz.  Tr.  zingib.  fort,  of  the  old 
Pharmacopoeia,  being  five  times  the  strength  of  B.P.  tinc- 
ture, will  contain  8  to  10  gr.  per  oz.,  and  8  gr.  per  oz., 
or  160  gr.  per  pint,  as  given  in  "P.F.,"  Ed.  8,  p.  808, 
is  correct.  Tinctures  made  from  various  qualities  and 
grades  of  rhizome  give  corresponding  variation  in  yield  of 
alcohol  extractive,  so  that  manifestly  no  definite  -standard 
can  be  laid  down.  Jamaica  ginger  gives  a  pale  tincture 
of  fine  aroma,  Cochin  a  darker  one  of  less  fragrance,  while 
African  gives  a  very  dark  and  harsh-flavoured  product. 
Gingerins  may  be  sent  out  made  from  one  or  other  or 
from  a  blend  of  all.  The  "  P.F."  figure  is  for  gingerin 
from  Jamaica  rhizome.  Capsicin  is,  commercially,  inde- 
finite. It  may  be  a  strong  alcoholic  extract,  an  ethereal, 
a  chloroformic,  or  an  acetone  preparation  (like  U.S. P.),  or, 
finally,  a  nondescript  like  the  B.P.  Codex  60  per  cent, 
alcoholic  extract.  No  two  makers  agree  in  the  article  they 
send  out  as  capsicin.  Like  ginger,  the  varieties  of  chillies 
are  many,  and  vary  in  aroma,  pungency,  and  percentage  of 
extract  yielded  to  solvents.  The  accepted  "  capsicin "  of 
commerce  is  the.  oleo-resin  prepared  by  extraction  with 
ether.  The  syrupy  extract,  after  recovery  of  the  solvent, 
is  allowed  to  stand,  and  the  granular  fatty  matter  which 
separates  is  strained  off.  The  liquid  portion  which  passes 
the  filter  is  "capsicin."  As  this  product  is  not  entirely 
soluble  in  the  B.P.  menstruum  (70-per-oent.  alcohol),  it  fol- 
lows that  the  making  of  B.P.  tincture  with  capsicin  can  only 
be  arrived  at  by  experiment,  seeing  that  various  makes  of 
"oapsicin  "  vary  in  the  amount  of  soluble  matter  they 
yield  to  70-per-cent.  alcohol.  Fair  to  good  chillies  yield 
10  to  15  per  cent,  to  ether,  and  of  this,  perhaps,  a  half  (or 
more,  according  to  the  grade  of  fruits  used)  is  fatty  matter, 
leaving  the  capsicin-content  at  6  to  7  per  cent,  of  the 
chillies  operated  upon,  The  B.P.  tincture  gives  1.25  per 
cent,  extractive  w/v  (say,  5  to  5^  gr.  per  oz.,  or  100  to  110 
gr.  per  pint). 

W.  P.  W.  (220/12).— Veterinary  Powder.— You  omitted 
to  tell  us  the  uses  of  the  powder  you  sent. 

J.  S.  (254,749).— -Preventing  Abortion  in  Cattle. — The  only 
certain  indication  obtained  by  analysis  is  the  presence  of 
iron,  and  from  the  colour  of  the  mass  we  gather  that  this 
is  the  peroxide.  It  is  possible  that  the  farrier's  idea  is  to 
administer  a  tonic  to  the  animal,  but  the  modern  treat- 
ment, founded  on  the  fact  that  abortion  is  due  to  a  specific 
bacillus,  is  to  use  antiseptic  drinks  (e.g.,  sodii  hyposulph. 
Sviij.,  ac.  carbol.  3ij.,  in  gruel  Oij.)  and  employ  antiseptics 
locally  (perchloride  solution  or  5-per-cent.  ferrous  sulphate 
solution). 


D.  E.  (7/4).— Metol-quinol  Developer.— It  is  difficult  to 
state  definitely  what  is  the  cause  of  the  trouble  you  have 
encountered  in  making  up  this  developer.  We  cannot  under- 
stand the  decomposition  of  the  sodium  sulphite,  even  when 
tap-water  is  employed.  The  black  colour  which  de- 
veloped in  the  solution  is  due  to  oxidation  of  the  metol  and 
quinol,  but  whether  this  is  because  those  chemicals  are 
stale,  or  due  to  the  introduction  of  organic  matter — e.g.,  by 
using  filter-paper  or  cotton-wool — you  are  the  best  judge. 
The  formula  is  one  which  we  have  made  up  and  used  many 
times. 

H.  W.  (1/5).— Easter-egg  Dyes.— This  matter  is  dealt  with 
fully  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  The  following  are 
the  dyes  employed : 


3J- 
3x. 
3'j- 


Blue 
Marine  blue 
Citric  acid  ... 
Dextrin 

Mix  and  divide  into  twenty 
packets.  Each  of  the  sub- 
joined is  also  to  be  divided 
into  twenty  packets. 

Chocolate  Brown. 

Vesuvin        ...       •  ••  3j- 

Citric  acid   :   3x. 

Dextrin    3j- 

Mix. 

Green. 

Brilliant  green      ...  3s6- 

Citric  acid   ...       ...  3v. 

Dextrin        ...       ...  3ij- 

Mix. 

Orange. 

Azo-orange    giiss. 

Citric  acid   jV. 

Dextrin        ...       ...  Jiiss. 

Mix. 


Bright  Red. 
Diamond  fuchsin  ... 

Citric  acid  

Dextrin 


Mix. 


Rose. 


Eosin  ... 
Dextrin 
Mix. 

Violet. 
Methyl-violet 
Citric  acid  ... 
Dextrin 
Mix. 

Yellow. 
Nsptrthol  vellow 
Citric  acid  ... 
Dextrin 
Mix. 


3J- 

5v. 
3iiss. 


3iiiss. 
5iij- 


5J- 
3y. 
jiiss. 


jSS. 

Suss. 


Each  packet  is  sufficient  to  dye  one  dozen  eggs.  The  direc- 
tions for  use  are  as  follows :  Dissolve  the  dye  in  5  pint 
of  boiling  water,  stirring  until  dissolved.  Boil  the  eggs  for 
five  minutes  in  plain  water,  then  put  them  one  by  one 
into  the  bowl  of  dye,  allowing  them  to  remain  for  a  minute 
or  two  until  of  the  colour  desired.  Remove  them,  and 
allow  to  dry ;  then  rub  each  egg  with  a  little  olive  oil, 
polishing  with  an  old  handkerchief. 

Clyde  (12/6). — The  reply  we  gave  you  was  based  on  an 
examination  of  the  sample  sent  by  you.  To  obtain  an  exact 
analysis  you  will  need  to  employ  an  analyst  and  supply  him 
with  a  large  quantity  of  the  compound. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  Tbe  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  March  14,  1863. 


The  Chemical  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  a  matter  of  very  great  regret,  both  to  ourselves 
and  to  many  of  our  readers,  that  owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  time  and  space  we  could  not  do  proper  justice  to  the 
numerous  chemical  manufactures  we  so  cursorily  described 
in  our  review  of  the  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Products 
exhibited  in  the  British  portion  of  the  International  Exhibi- 
tion. As  our  readers  are  aware,  there  were  no  less  than 
200  exhibitors  at  that  great  show,  many  of  whom  exhibited 
specialities  illustrative  of  perhaps  a  dozen  important  pro- 
cesses. It  is  clear,  then,  that  having  only  some  twenty  or 
thirty  pages  at  our  disposal,  we  were  compelled  to  pass 
over  many  most  interesting  facts  in  a  very  hasty  manner, 
while  others  were  necessarily  left  out  altogether.  The 
gigantic  strides  made  during  the  last  few  years  in  every 
branch  of  chemical  manufacture  have  gone  far  to  render 
obsolete  many  passages  in  the  numerous  excellent  works  on 
chemical  technology  with  which  we  are  acquainted  ;  besides, 
even  the  most  modern  of  them  are  full  of  details  of  pro- 
cesses with  which  the  pharmacist  has  little  or  nothing  to 
do.  For  these  and  other  reasons  we  have  determined  to 
inspect  the  works  of  some  of  the  leading  chemical  manu- 
facturers of  the  kingdom,  and  lay  the  results  of  our  visits 
before  our  readers.  Before  doing  so  we  cannot  miss  the 
opportunHy  of  thanking  those  firms  whose  factories  we  have 
already  inspected  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  we  have 
received  from  them,  and  for  the  practical  information  they 
have  been  so  ready  to  place  at  our  disposal. 

[The  foregoing  is  the  introduction!  to  a  series  of  articles,  the  first 
being  descriptive  of  "  A  Visit  to  Messrs.  Howards  &  'Sons'  Quinine, 
Boms,  and  Tartaric  Acid  Worts,  Stratford." — Editor,  C.  Sc  D., 
1913.1 
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